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Jo Sir James Steuart, of Goodtrees, Kt. 
and Bart. and Member of Parliament - 


rer the City of Edinburgh. | 


a , your Country, may oblige any one 
PT A to pay the utmoſt Regard to your 
Lemma Charafer, Ion conld give no higher 
Z4C Sr SBA Teſtimony of your Sincerity, than by 
— bpPoreferring its Intereſt to all your pri- 
date Aduantages, which you chearfully refign'd as a 
Sacrifice to the Reſentment of a Party, who are in- 
tent upon the moſt Oppreſive Methods to remove 
every Impediment to their Deſigns. Therefore as you 
ftocd firm againſt all Attempts of Violence and Unna - 
tural Severities, I could not but hope for your favou- 
rable Protection of the following Narrative, for the 
1 „5 Truth 
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3 of which your ſelf can vouch, in Conchrronc ; 
with many others. 


I was Ambitious to obſerve your Commands in giv- 


ing theſe Papers a Peruſal, which I have likewiſe 


G with the Repreſentation Mr. Dugud gives 


of his own Caſe, wherein it 18 Obvious to the Meanef 


Capacity, that there are 10 Attempts omitted to 
inbolbe the Church of. Scotland in a new Scene of 
Troubles. And therefore when their Authority, which 
7s ſo well Secured to them by Law, and unalterably 


 Efabliſh'd by the Union, is Eifalted with ſuch ſcan- 


dalous Pretences, it is, in Efe@, a Cancelling their 


Power, to connive at thoſe mnſolent Attempts, which 


would effe@ually ſuperſede their whole Juriſdiction. 


This Perſon makes uſe of Her Majeſty's Letters of | 


Preſentation, not only as an Argument to ſtifle all 


their Inquiries into his Chara@er, and Converſation, 


but alſo to Bully them into a Compliance with his De- 


mands; and at Taft ſhelters bimſelf under this Pretence 
_ againſt the Authority of thoſe Cenſures, they bad juſt- 


ly paſt upon bis groſs Immoralities, which-be would 
habs the World believe were nothing but a contriv'd 
heap of Calumnies, mguſtriouſly invented to prejudice 


bis Reputation, for accepting the Queens Preſenta- 
tion to the Pariſ of Burntiſland. ; 
neftion 1s not whether the Refloring the Act 
of Patronages ve Fuſtifiable or not, or whether it be 
an Infringment of the Juriſdiction of the Church of 


The. 


Scotland, or a Violation of that Security which was 
granted to them by the Union, or againſt the general 


Opinion of the Church of Scotland ; but whether by 
that Act they are ovlig'd to accept a Perſon without 
examining his Ability for the Miniſterial Office, and 
hebe 7s Charader be ſuitable to s Rules, Chri- 
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| An Introductory Epiſtle, _ 
ianity obliges the Governonrs of the Church to ob. 
© ſerve on their 4dmiſſion of any to it. If there is no 
 Reftraint of their Authority in this Reſpe@, their 
Conni vance at Irregular and Scandalous Perſons 
would be to Betray the Truſt Our Lord bath reposd 
in them, and to give up their Conſtitution they are 
oblig'd to preſerve. And what can be a greater 
Blemiſh to Her Majeſty's Character, ſo Adorn d with 
Piety and Virtue, than to ſuppoſe She would make 
uſe of Her Right of Preſentation, to fill up thoſe 
I Churches in Her Gift with Scandalous and Inſuffici- 
ent Miniſters? Nor would it be a leſs Impeach- 
ment of the Wiſdom of the whole Legiſlature, as if 
J they bad given Sanction to Men of an Immoral Be- 
J baviour to aſſume the Miniſterial Office, in whom all 
Exemplary Virtues are as neceſſary, as the Knowledge 
f. ſeveral Parts of Literature, to keep up its Dignity, 
and to render them fit to anſwer the Noble Ends and 
Purpoſes of Religion. ED a ag 
'Tis ſurprixing Inſolence in a Toung Man to give 
ſuch a Defiance, as he has done, to all the Judica- 
tories of the Church, aud then to attempt to cover 
bis Immoralities from the Notice of the World, by 
Jirſmuating, That their common Prejudice to the 1:38 
Queen's Letter of Preſentation was the Reaſon of 11 
their Rejecting bim. The Method he has taken can 
ever be thought effectual for his Vindication by In- | 
" Riiferent Judges. If bis Innocence had been injur'd, | \\ 
os he pretends, why ſhould he decline a Legal Trial, | 
which any one muſt think would have been the only | 
itep be could have taken to filence the Clamours of 
Malice or Prejudice, and to convince the World, (if 
there had appear d nothing in theſe Reports,) That 
lis accepting the Queen's Letters had been the Cauſe 
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Fons, Afſertions, a Denial of every Thing which will | 


Ido not doubt but the greateſt Villain might appear 


| He-muſt imagine, either that Her Majeſty will init on 


tation of his awn Caſe, rather than the Proceedings | 
ned Men. This is ſuch a vain Suypeſition, that nane 


to ſo diſbonourable a Reſolut ion. 


EE An Introductory Epiſtle. 
of all the ſevere Uſage he bad met with. But to In. 
ſult their Authority, while they were in the Legal | 
Execution of it, and to uſe all the Artifices imagina- | 
ble to ftifle their Proceedings; and in ſuch a May. 
ner too, as, in effet, was a Denial of their Juriſ: 
dition, is ſo far from diſcharging him from the 
Guilt of Licentiouſneſs, that it rather confirms the | 
Reports, and ftrengthens the Suſpicion of it. Theſe | 
are ſuch m&an Subterfuges, which none can judge a | 
regular Defence, however they may ſerve to conceal | 


the Blemiſhes of a ſullied Reputation. For if Eva- 


ſerve the preſent purpoſe, ſhonld paſs for an Apology, | 


as Harmleſs and Innocent as Mr. Dugud. FOR 

Can he imagine either the Queen or Parliament | 
inchin d to juſtify bis Conduct, without, at the ſame | 
time, believing them to be Partial, when there has | 
been ſo clear a Proof, by ſufficient Witneſſes, that he 
zs guilty of all thoſe Immoralities be is Charg'd with? 


their Acceptance of him, notwithſtanding all the Evi. 
dence they have given of his Vitious Pradices, by | 
Virtue of Her Letters of Preſentation ; or elſe, That | 
Her Majeſty ſhould be lead to Regard bis Repreſen. 


againſt bim by the ſeveral Judicatories of the 
Church, compos d of ſo many Pious, Wiſe, and Lear- 


but a Delirious Man would depend on; and none hut 
an Ill Man could hope, Her Ma jeſty would be brought 

It is very likely be may have ſume Hopes of be- vb 
ſteuing the Favour of bis Judges, by his having Ar- #0: 
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. | = C | 1 | 
raigned the whole Preſbyterian Conſtitution, a. Will 
contrary to Scripture, Reproaching it with the In- 10 


vidious Name of an Inquiſition, Burleſqning the Wl 
Characters of ſeveral of their Celebrated Miniſters, 

Impeaching their Libels of Nonſenſe and Abſurdi- 
ties; tho theſe are but pour Shifts, aud as much 
tend to juſtify bis Innocence, as the Noiſe: and Rat- 

ling of the Fiſh-Women at Billingſpate. 


— — — nd — T— — 


The Argument be urges for the Breach of his pro- Il| 
miſed Submifion to the Government of the Church | || 
is the Alteration of bis Opinion; for tho he had 9 

a 1 
5 


ond it, yet he tells us, This was owing to his Ig- © |; 
norance and Youth, till their Oppreſſion, and bis | Il 


 J Neceſſity (as may be ſuppos'd) run him into a De- 
teſtation of their Principles, and alſo a certain 


belief, that the Confii:ution of the Church of | | 
England is the moſt exact Copy of the Govern- | ||| 
ment of the Prin ive Church. I leave others to | | | 
e determine bow far this Plea ma, ſeem credible. But q 
2 II bave known it very frequent among our ſelves, when 1 

J « Toung Man bas fo funk bis Reputation, that be " 
j. can't find a Subſiſtence among the Diſſenters, be flys ||| 
„to the Church.as the only Conſtitution that can u- 
e port him, knowing well if our Obfectiont againſt bis 1 

Character ſhould purſue bim, it is commonly interpre : 
os ted to be the Effe of Prejudice againſt his Deſertion. 


Ibis very Pretence bas lead the Church to give San. 
Euary to mam, 'whoſe Characters, one would think, 
e Hould have made them A horr'd by any Community in 
the World. We always expect our Re ſentment of their 
Conduct, to be requited with the ſevereſt Refle#ions |) 
they can caſt upon us. So that we do not wonder, 
when they launch out into an Extravagant Zeal for 
tbe Church, which, in Conſeguence, tranſports them 
N e 
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into the Extreams of Prejudice againſt us, which 


they expreſs by repreſenting us much with the ſame 
Colours, and loading us with the like Epithets this 
Toung Man makes uſe of to brand the Church of 
Scotland with. The more moderate Part of the 


Clergy, who are pleas'd to converſe with us, know the 


Truth of this as well as I do; for which Reaſon, 


they generally entertain ſuſpicious Apprebenſions of. 

_ their new Converts, ahh | 
Mr. Dugud inſinuates this Proceedure of the Church 
of Scotland againſt him, to be of the ſame kind with | 
Perſecution for Conſcience ſake, and therefore puts it 
upon the Level with that Treatment, which, he ſays, | 

_ tbe Epiſcopal Miniſters have met with ſince the | 
Revolution; whom he would repreſent as extream 
Sufferers, upon the Account of their differing Princi- 

ples and Opinions; tho in reality, when the Conduct 
of the Preſbyterians is compar'd with thoſe Seve« 
rities the Epiſcopal Clergy exercas'd, when in P- 


er, there will be fonnd as much Difference as between 


the gentle Corrections of an Indulgent Father, and 
the: ſcorching Heat of Nebuchadnezzar's Furnace. 
T ſhall endeavour, in a ſuccinct Account, to clear this 
by Facts, as I find them related in the Account of the 
Proceedings of the Parliament of Scotland, which. 
met at Edinburgh May the 6th, 1693, and ſeveral: 
other well atteſted Pamphlets; and the rather be- 


cauſe jome Favourers of Jacobitiſm, amongſt our 


ſelves, haue amus d People with ſtrange Stories of Se- 
verities and Perſecutions, inflicted on the Diſſenting 


- 
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The Scots are divided into Preſpyterians and 


7 


Epiſcopalians. The Latter, when in Power, execu-.: 


ted it with that. Severity, as if all the Principles of 
Fat j ÄP 
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An Introductory Epiſtle. 
Humanity had been quite defac d and extinguiſhed 
among ſt that Sort of People. They were appreben- 
Y foe bow little agreeable their Conſlitution was to the 
I Genius of the Country, therefore they came into all 
I th: Meaſures of the Court, as being the only Method 
I th:y bad to ſupport their Eflabliſhment. This, in 
Conſequence, lead them on to advance Prerogative, 
To the Deſtruction of their Laws and Liberties, and 
% a Bloody Adminiſtration both in Council and 
camp. Hence it was they branded the Principles of 
Ide Preſbyterians, with the reproachful Characters 
Bf Sedition and Rebellion, and every thing elſe 
| Which they thought would Blacken and make them 
_ Wdzons... Ren 
It muſt be ewned, the Preſbyterians were tenaci- 
I of the Principles of their Refarmers, both as to 
Church and State; they conceived them to be foun- 
ed on Scripture, and therefore being of Opinion, 
hat Kings are appointed for the Good of the People, 
md accountable to the Eſtates, from whom, in that 
lountry, they received their Authority; they could 
ot he perſwaded to come into any Principles de- 


: ructive of their Legal Conſtitution of Government, 

e Pbich was ever a Limited Monarchy, and conſequent- 

5 WK oppos'd the Poſition of Irreſiſtable Power, which 
I as never eſtabliſh d, either by Cuſtom or Sta- 
x The Biſhops, knowing bow ungrateful this Do- 


. eine was to Kings, who commonly are too cafily flats 
m rd into any Encroachments upon the Rights of 
= Wunane Nature, gave into all thoſe Uſurpations of 
nd Per, which bad a natural Tendency to ſuppreſs 
u. Ley Reftraint of it. This brought them into a 
of .. mſent to thoſe Sanguinary Lays which paſs'd 
ity | b againſt 


An Introductory Epiſtle. 


againſt the Preſbyterians, and into all thoſe Op- 


preſſions which ſpread round the Country, and, at 
laſt, to a Surrender of their Liberties, in the Reign, 


f King Charles the Second, and James the Se. 


venth; ſo that upon this Accouyt, when the Con- 
vention met at the Revolution, they declar'd the 
Biſhops to be a great and unſupportable Grievance 
to the Nation; which may eaſily be juſtified by Con- 


| fidering a ſhort Abſtract of thoſe Laws which they 


had a great Influence in Paſſing, aud alſo their ſe. 


vere Execution of them. 


They Enacted, That all Petitioning, Writing, 
Printing, Praying, or Preaching, ſhewing any | 


Diflike of the King's Abfolute Prerogative and 
Supremacy in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, or any 


Diſlike of Epiſcopacy, ſhould be punilh'd as 82. 


ditious. Sefſ. 2, Ad 2. They Enacted, That al! 
Non-Couformiſts, who preſume to exerciſe their 
Miniſtry, be puniſh'd as Seditious Perſons, and 
that all Perſons, in Acknowledgment of his 
Majeſty's Government Ecclefiaftical and Civil, 
attend the Sermons of Epiſcopal Miniſters; 
Noblemen and Gentlemen retfuling, to loſe a 
fourth Part cf their Rentsz Burgeſſes their Free- 
dom, and a fourth Part of their Moveables; 
Yeomen the fourth Part of their Moveables 


and others Twenty Shillings a Time, with Li. 


berty to the Council to inflict further Puniſh 
ments. Seſſ.. 3. Ad the Second. Further they 
Enacted, That the King, by the Virtue of his 


Supremacy, may have a Power to diſpoſe and 


ſettle the external Government and Policy of 
the Church, and emit ſuch Conſtitutions, Acts, 


and Orders concerning the fame Government. 
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An Introductory Epiſtle, iſ 
Ie. as he in his Royal Wiſdom ſhall think fit. 
C286 „ "ROY 4 

Further it was Enacted, That all who ſhall be 
„ requir'd to depone upon Oath, concerning their | 
Knowledge of Meetings, or Perſons that hat 
ze | been preſent at them, ſhould declare the ſame, | 
ce Jon Pain of being Fin'd, Impriſon'd, Banith'd, 
or ſent to the Plantations in the Indies, or elfe> ||| 
9 * as the Council thinks fit. FP. 2. & 2. 
8 It was Enacted by the 5th Ad of the ſame 


„ BR Sion, That all outed Miniſters who preach'd | 
By 21 » - WW 
ny er Pra) d in any Houſe but their own, ſhould 1 


na be Impriſon'd till they find Bond for Five 

Thouſand Marks not to do the like again. Eve- y 

65, 1y Hearer to be Find for every Oltence, a Free- 
ann bolder the fourth Part of his Yearly Rent; 
eir every Farmer Twenty Five Pound Scots; and 
Sab-Tenant Twelve; each Servant a fourth 
Part of their Wages; Merchants and Chief 
Traders, not Living in Burghs, to be Fin'd 25 
Scotsz and Inferiour Tradeſmen in Twelve; and 
each was to pay half as much for Wife or Child 
at Meeting. By the ſame Ad, thoſe who 
preach'd in the Fields, or in any Houſe, where 
the People food Without Doors, were liable to 
Leath and Confiſcation: And Five Hundred 

Marks Reward was promis'd to thoſe, who ap: 

prehended any, who preach'd or pray d at any © i! 

of thoſe Meetings. | „ | 

And afterwards all Baptiſme, Ordinations, Mar. 
riages, by Preſbyterian Miniſters were probibited, 

upon the ſevereſt Penalties. Preaching at Field- 
Meetings was puniſid with Death, Confiſcation, 
3 1 and 
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An Introductory Epiſtle. 
and Hearing with the like. I might mention many 


other Acts ſubſervient to theſe; but theſe are ſuffici- 
ent to demonſtrate the barbarous Principles by which 


theſe Men were adted. 


Bat as to the execution of theſe Adds, no Words can 
ſufficiently aggravate the Bay harit) of i it. The moſt 
Rhetorical Declamation would give but an imper fed 
Image of ſuch a borrid Scene of Cruelties , and it is 
3mpoſſible to give a Detail of them, without ſeeming 
to extend the Degeneracy of a Nature to an 
exceſs. Many were formally executed, others mur- 


der d in the Fields, many baniſh'd, and ſold for 


Slaves to Barbadoes, others vex'd and oppreſs'd with 


illegal and exor bitant Fines and Exacłions; many 


Fanilie were caft out of their Habitations ; ſome 
bad their Houſes burnt down, others ſhut up, their 
Goods aud Adee all fix! d,, and their Erop and 
Cattle di ſpos'd of at the Pleaſure of their Perſecu- 


tors. And becauſe the Government thought the Ci. 


vil Mazifftrate too remiſs in the execution of thoſe 
Sanguinary and Oppreſive Laws, they gave Orders to 
the "Officers of the Army to execute the ſame, which 
they did with ſo much Severity, as it firthes one 
pit] borrour to expreſs it. They were left at Li. 
berty to put what Conſtruction 

+ A ſhort Memo- they thought fit upon the 


rial of the Suffer- Lars, phich was never ac- 
1098 of tne Prevby- 


Scot? cording to the moſt mer- 

_ wine. e Part.” Thy ated he 

Alen inſpir d wel the mii 

Savage Di fpoſition, Freating the People in the 

fame Hoſtile Manner as if they had been decla- 
rea Enemics to their Country. t | 

75 7e 


An Introductory Epiſtle. * 
There was an Inconſiderable Number of People il 
call'd Camercnians * who diſown'd 4 II 
the Civil Government; which tho it „ the Proceed. 
was a Diſtraſted Notion, yet theſe ings of the Par. || 
Severities lead them to Embrace it. liament of Scott 
Therefore thoſe who did not approve of land. | W 
their Principles, yet thought they de. 
3 | ſerv'd Compaſſion, and would by no means be per- 
r || /waded to give Countenance to the Execution of 
then, knowing many of them to be Perſons of Singular 
- KU Piety. The Nation, however, was extreamly baraſs'd 
r If by the 23d. Ad of the ſaid Parliament of James | 
b I the 7th, which made it Treaſon to retuſe to dj 
y | Abjure the Cameronian Declaration, which that 
2 i Party bad Fixt on Church Doors and elſewhere, Al 
r | threatning to Treat thoſe who purſued them for | 
d their Lives in the ſame Manner, as they them ſelvos 
- | were Treated. The Souldiers were Comniſhton'd tu 
Impoſe this Abjuration upon all Travellers, Gent le- 
men, and others upon the Road, and to Kill the 
| Refuſers immediately upon the Spot. No man was 
Sufer'd to Travel about his Ordinary Affairs vit. 
out a Paſs, Signifying be bad Abjur'd that Decla - 
ration; and Hoftlers, and Inn- Keepers were Empow- 
er'd to impoſe an Oath upon Travellers, that their 
Paſſes were not Forg'd, and thoſe who refus'd it were 
immediately hurryd to Execution. 
This dreadful Ravaging of the Country, aud Load- 
irg every part of it with ſo many violent Oppreſſions, 
mizht Naturally Prompt People to a Self Defence. 
And this occaſion'd that firſt Inſurrettion at Pent- 
land Hills. After this they Ravag'd the Country 
with Highland Hoſts, “ which irrt ,, 
"re Þ| "2 that greater Inſurredion at Both- ine Falanenn: 
: well | 
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| An Introductory Epiſtle, 
| ; of Scotland, p. well Bridge. And having diſarm'd 


2. all the Nobility and Gentry of the 
El: Weſt, and other Parts of the King- 
If | dom, and turn'd many of their Houſes into Garriſons, 


and Levied Money and Provifions to Maintain them 
l | Contrary to Law, they brought the Kingdom into 
'! moſt Deplorable Circumſtances. The whole Admini- 
firation was lodg'd in the Hands of the Council, 
who aſſum'd a Parliamentary Power, and Impos'd 
Bonds upon the Subjeds in an Illegal and Arbitrary 
Manner, and gave Orders to the Army to execute 
their Inperious Commands, who Puli”d Sheriffs off 
il the Benches, and diſturb d other Magiſtrates in the 
Execution of their Office. So that at laſt King 
|| James uſurp'd an Abjolute Power, and an un- 


ciontroulable Authority, and by bis Proclamation 
EFKepeal d all Laws which S:cur'd the Proteſtant 
{''' Religion, Erected Maſs-Houfes, Popiſh-Schools, and 
|  dOSemanaizes, which Hrannical Proceedings made way 
For the Glorious Revolution. „„ TP 
1 This is a ſhort Account of the State of Scotland 
in the Reign of King Charles the Second, and 
i Tames the Seventh, which is not only Attefled by 
| many Authentick Printed Accounts, but alſo by ma- 
| h LivingWitneſſes, who fill Groan under the Con- 
li ſequences of thoſe Terrible Depredation:. I leave 
tit to every one to apply proper Epithets to ſuch a 


theſe are Interwove with the Epiſcopal Cenflitution, 
there can be no ſtronger Argument in the World to 
throw it out of the Articles of Chriſtianity z the 
Duoctrines of which ſo importunately. recommend 
. Cbarity, Kindneſs, Gent leu /s, Meekneſs, Patience, 
aud Good ill io Mankind, that it would be the 
5 | _—_. bigbeſl 


; | | Scene of Calamittes. If ſuch Bloody Principles as 
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higheſt Contradidion and Abſurdity to ſuppoſe any fl 
one Article may be Supported by Brutal Paſton and — 

Fury. To Love and Hate, to be Friendly and Op- 

» | preſs, to be Meck and Perſecute, are ſo much the 

| Reverſeof each other, that nothing can mals Religion 

bool more Ridiculous, than to Imagine the Chriſtian 

* | Do@rine ſhould give Sandton to ſuch Contrarieties. | 

This Principle of Perſecution might, with a 
better Grace, be Adopted by Pagans, becauſe they ||| 
wanted Rational Evidence to Recommend their 

Idolatrous Worſhip ; but tis meer Burleſquing Di- fl 

vine Revelation to Imagine it wants ſuch an Argu- | 

ment to Enforce its Authority. Er I 

Tis not to be wordred at, if the Scots, by this 

extravagant Uſage, were thrown into a Ferment, and | 


vented their Rage upon the Epiſcopal Clergy, at 
the Revolution, who were look d 21011 to be the l' 
Ant hors of all thoſe Hardſhips they were oppreſt with. 
It was this Apprehenſion which let looſe the Fury of 
the Populace upon many of them, which the Govern 
ment put a Stop to, as ſoon as poſſible. However, 
as was ſaid before, when the Convention met, they 
Declar'd the Biſhops to be an unſupportable Gries 
vance to the Nation, and ſome of their own Par- 
ty Swore down with them, which I believe any one 
wiltexcuſe, when they conſider how great an Influence 


2 I they bad in making the abovemention'd Laws, and 
*in that ſevere Execution of them, which drove 
15 many into a Compliance again their Incli nation, 


and Hurried others to a Fatal Execution. 
"= However, the Preſbyterians, who found vot only 
. a Releaſe from their ſevere Proſecutions by the 
| Revolution, but were prefer'd to Peper, did nt 
+ | jorget to af agreeable to the Character of Chriſtians, 
beft There inſtead YO My, Vage 
ereſ ore inſtead of rejenting the Cruel Uſage they 
bad 


had met with, they temper d their Government with 
all Moderation and Chriſtian Prudence. They might 
have made it Death to deny the Parliamentary 
Settlement, The Title of King William and Queen 
Mary, to be preſent at the Jacobite Conventicles, 
Nonconformity to Preſbyterian Goverment, or 
Have Plunder'd and Murder d thoſe of the contrary 
Party, but inſtead of Imitating ſuch Harſh Prece- 
_ dents, they granted a Comprehenſion to the Epiſcopal 
Clergy, by which ſuch of them as were Poſſeft of 
Churches at the making of the Act, were confirm d 
an the Poſſeſſion of their Benefices. This appears 
by that Act concerning the Church, Dated July 
ref 1695. The Abridgment of which is as 
ollows, 5 nt, 
Our Sovereign Lord, being Senſible of the 
Hurt and Miſchief that may enſue, upon the 
expoling People's Minds to the Influence of 
thoſe Miniſters, who refuſe to give Proofs, requir'd 
by Law, of their good Affection to the Govern- 
ment, and withal Deſirous, in the firſt Place, 


us'd to Reclaim Men to their Duty, whereby 
the preſent Eſtabliſhment. of this Church may 
be preſerv*d, c. thought good to allow, with 
the Advice and Conſent of the Eſtates in Par- 
liament, to Minifters that have not Qualify'd 
, themſelves Conform to the Act of Parliament, 


q li; 1693, Intituled 4n 44 for taking the Oath of 


Allegiance, and the Aſſurance, a New and fur- 


tber Day, viz. The firſt of September, in this © 


eſent Tear 1695, to come in and take the 


5 0 laid Oath of Allegiance, and to Subſcribe the 


ſame, with the Aſſurance, betwixt and 8 ſaid 


that all gentle and eaſy Methods ſhould be 
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Day; and that either before the Sheriff or 


Sheriff's Deputy of the Shires, or the Provoſt, or 
the Bailiffs of the Reſpective Burghs, or any 


other Inferiour Magiſtrate of the Bounds where 
they Live, or before any Privy Counſellor, to 
be reported to the Lords of His Majeſty's Privy 


Council, or their Clerk, within the Space of One 
and Twenty Days, aiter the Date of the ſaid 
Certificate, declaring, That all fuch as ſhall 


duly come in and quality themſelves, as ſaid 
is, and ſhall Behave themſelves Worthily in 
Doctrine, Life, and Converſation, as becomes 


Miniſters of the Goſpel, hall have, and enjoy 
His Majeſty's Protection as to their Reſpective 
Kirks, and Benefices and Stipends; they always 
containing themſelves within the Limits of 
their Paſtoral Charge within their ſaid Pariſhes, 


without offering to excerciſe any Power, either of 


Licenſing, or Ordaining Miniſters, or any part 


aforeſaid Miniſters, ficit qualifying themſelves 
as above, may be aſſum'd by the Reſpective 
Church Judicatories to which they belong, and 


ſhall apply, to partake with them in the preſent. {| 
Eſtablih'd Government thereof Cc. But ſuch |! 


Miniſters as {hall not come in betwixt and the 


ſaid Day, are hereby, and by Force of this 
preſent Act, ipſo Facto, depriv'd of their Re ſpe- 


ctive Kirks, and Stipends, and the ſame declar'd 


Vacant, without any further Sentence — And 


it afterwards any Miniſter ſettled in a Church 
8 or 


of Government in General Aſſemblies, Synods, 
or Preſbyteries, unleſs they be firſt duly a{lum'd, 
by a Competent Church Judicatory ; in waich 
Caſe, it is hereby further declar'd, That the 


7 „ — 
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—— 


— — 


be Elaps'd. | 


William ans Queen Mary; yet we may obſerve 


' ance. in their Eenefices, provided they would tale 
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or not, be judg'd fit to be aſſum'd, he ſhall be 
allow'd to quality himſelf, by taking the Oath 
of Allegiance Oc. tho the firſt of September 


1 beli-ve it would be difficult either for the Epi- 
copal Miniſters of Scotland, or their Friends in 
England, who have been fo Laviſh in pouring out 
Complaints of -bard Uſage, to give an Inſtance from 
Hiſtory; of ſo much Moderation and Mildneſs to a 
Set of Miniſters, who actually diſown'd the Civil 
Government ; ſeveral of whom, as appears by this 
Act, were continued Six Tears in Poſſeſton of their 
Benences, without taking the Oath to King Wil- 
liam, or Queen Mary, tho? there were expreſs Laws 
for the Deprivirg them. In the Tears 1689, and 
169c, there were about 315 turn'd out by the Com- 
mittee of Eitates and the Privy Council, for pra). 
ing for King James, and refuſing to pray for King 


there was all the Condeſcenſion ſhewn them that 
could be Room was flill left for their Continu- 


tbe Oath of Allegiance, and behave themſelves a 
bec ime Mi ni ſlers of the Goſpel, without being ob- 
lig d to Suomit to, or own the Government of tht 
Church... 3 pr Oh 
The Church of England, as Free as it would lo" 
thought from all Imputations of Perſecution, ca 
hardly venture to Cenſure this Proceeding as ſuch 
| fince they haus gore as far in Excluding their own 
Members. who have vefus'd to give that Securit 
the Civii Government requir'd for its own ſoſet) 
Hut as to Diflenters they have gone a Degree fur 
ther, bavins been ſo far from allowing ſuch 
Favourab 


2 * —— — — — — — —— 
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| + \ 25 | . 
b Favourable Comprehe nſion to them, that the very 
py || Attempt of it would have brought on the ut moſt 


Exclamations of Danger to the Church, tho' they 


6 have took the Oath of Allegiance, Subſcrib'd their 


1 Doctri nal Articles, and were Inſeparable from the 
at | Interefls of the Church at the time of their Real 
m | Danger, bave paid their Taxes with a great deal 


\ a of Chearfulneſs, and exerted themſsives upon every 


bi: Government. . ES 

eir But more eſfectnally, to Silence all the Cavi ls of 
il. MW: Clamorous Party, it may be eaſily made appear. 
amt that, according to their own Principles, they could 


bave comply'd with the Eccleſiaſlical Confo;- 
\m- Inity requir'd by Law. There is an AG I nen- 


and Policy of the Church, was declar'd to be in 
His Majzſty, and his Succeſſors, as an Inherent 
Right of the Crown, and that he might Settle 


viſdom. This paſt with th: Concurrence of the 
lords, the Biſhops in Parliament and their Clergy 
nd Laity ſubmitted to it without any further 


Es dl 
5 ob. 
F the 


it to this Principle, which they bad Sworn to Mai u- 


le preſent Conſtitution of the Church, as it zs 
9 Eſtabliſb d by the Succeſſors of King Charles 
be Second, with the Conſent of Parliament. This 
ſafet 1duced many of them quietly to ſubmit, and there 
2 fur" be no other Reaſon for the Kefufal of any, but 


* 


vil NOccaſon, with an equal Zeal to Support the Civil 


S 


tion d before, which they bad Sworn to Maintain, 
That the Diſpoſal of the External Government, 


. 
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and Diſpoſe of it as he thought fit in his Royal 
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elucancy. The Conſequence is plain, that purſu- 


Win, they might, and ought to have ſubmitted t) 


e | Fit they · Ioo xd upon all the Ads of King William 
Arabi Queen Mary, and our Preſeut Sovereign, as 
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fo many Uſurpations of the Supreme Power. How: 
ever many could have given a Diſpenſation to their 
Conſcicnces upon this Head, had not ſome Great 


Men diſſwaded them from a Compliance, partly that 
they might make a more conſiderable Figure at 


Court, and ſeem neceſſary to the Government, and 


partly becauſe they knew this would recommend them 
to the Not ice of the Church of England, and lead 


them to Sympathiz? with them. 


4 on After the Eſtates had Lodg'd 
4 6.4 Palin: the Government of the Church in 
ot Scotland, p. co, the Hands of the Presbyterian Mi- 
91, 9 2. niſters, they gave them a Power to 


purge cut ſcandalous and inſufficient 


Miniſters, ard to Suſpend and Deprive ſuch as they 


Found Contumacious and Guilty. 

The firft 4ſſ:mbly met October the 16th, 1690, 
conſifiing of an Hundred Forty Seven Miniflers, 
and Forty Seven Ruling Elders, who proceeded 
according to the Power they were entruſted with, 
but with that Gentlen?ſs and Moderation as the 


Epiſcopal Party never gave them any Fattern for, | 


and this will appear by the jolluwing Inflances, 


1. It is manifeſt by the Index of their 4 
not Printed, that on the Sixth Day of their 
Meeting, there was a Declaration publickly 


made by the Moderator, in the Name of the 
Allembly, that they would depoſe no Incum- 
bents Simply, for their Judgment concerning 
the Government of the Church, Cc. 
2 In their Printed Inſtructions to their Com- 
nittee for Viſitations, they order'd the Commil- 
Loners to be very cautious of receiving Informati- 
pf | 1 . ons 
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ons againſt the late Conformiſts; and that they 
„proceed in the matter of Cenſure very deliberate- 

t | iy, ſo as none might have occaſion to complain 

t Jol their Severity. | 

t | 3. That if they were inform'd of any preci- 

4 | pitant or unwarrantable Procedure of Prefby- 

a | teries, in Proceſſes which might prove of ill 
1 | Conſequence to the Church, they ſhould ſtop 


thoſe Proceedings till either the Syzod or 
the next General Aſſembly had taken Cognizance 
in of it, Cc. as may be ſeen by the Acts of the Gene - 


Maſman, in 1690. 


quaint Him they had given Inſtructions to their 
Commiſſioners, That none of the late Con formi ſta 


,o, mould be removed from their Places, but ſuch 
| as were Inſufficient, or Scandalous, or Errone- 
ous, or ſupinely Negligent ; and ſuch only ad- 


mitted to Miniſterial Communion, who, upon 
due Trial, ſhou'd be found Orthodox in Do- 


ſhould be judged Faithful to God and the Go- 
vernment, | | = 


faction to bis Majeſty, having proceeded at that 
Time againſt none of the Epiſcopal Clergy, but one 


om · ¶ their Number to attend bis Majefty, and give him 
an Account of this Proceeding. 
1atiefl Ibe Aſlenibly bad appointed two Committees 


ral Aſſembly, Printed at Edinburgh, by George 
4. In their Letter to his Majefly, they ac- 


ctrine, of Competent Abilities, of a Godly, 
Peaceable, and Loyal Converſation, and who 


Thus the Aſſembly concluded, with great dati ſ g 


whoſe Depoſition they confirm'd, for Celebrating an 
Incefluous Marriage. And they deputed Two of 


One 
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One for the South, compor'd of grave and experi- 
enc'd Minifters, and Another for the North; to 
vi ft the Churches, to purge out inſufficient Mini- 
ffers, and to redreſs any Hardſhips which had been 


exercis d by Inferiour Fudicatories, At the frfl 
Meeting of thoſe for the South, they receiv'd many 
of the Epiſcopal Clergy into Miniſterial Com- 
munion, and a Share of the Government of the 
Church, and reversd Sentences paſt againſt ſeveral 


others by Inferiour Fudicatories, and depos'd ſome 


who declin d their Authority, as they were empower d 


to do by Act of Parliament. 


* ing the Conſequence would give a fatal Blow to 


their Intereſt, and therefore, to ſupport the Credit 
of their Infinuations, they imputed the precipitant 
Management of ſome of the Inferiour Judicatories 


to the whole Church, tho“ at that Time theſe Come 
mittees were aZually Reverſing them. With theſe 
Pretences they furniſſhd out their Complaints, 


which they paſted up to Court, and by the Intereſt of 


ſome High-Church Men in England, (whom they 
always found ready to receive any Prejudz ces againſt 
Presbyterian Government) they procur'd an Or- 


der to flop the Progreſs of theſe Committees, which 
were no way Culpable, unleſs Adding according to 


Law can be charg'd as a Fault. Tho* the King was 


' plear'd to make uſe of this extraordinary Stretch of 
Power, which, as the Conflitation then flood, was 


judg'd by ſoms to be Illegal, yet they ſubmitted, 


knowing what powerful Enemies they bad to conſtid 
with tillthey bad an Opportunity of giving bis Aa- 


J a juſt Information bow the Ccſe flood. 


\ 


This moderate Proceeding of the Church threw 
the Jacobites into a new Fit of Clamouring, know - . 
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Tbere were divers Artifices made uſe of to deprive 0 
the Church of the good Opinion of bis Majeſty, and wlll 
alſo to divide them among themſelves, which would 
have bad great Succeſs, had not ſome Incidents gi - | 
ven an Interruption to it. For tho* they had flats | 

 ter'd the King with a Zeal for his Perſon and Go- | 
vernment, yet when the Account of the Expedition i 
of La Hogue came.to Scotland, they could not con- || 
ceal the Satisfaction they had in the Hopes of Seeing | 
their Old Maſter King James, which very much | 
cur'd the King from giving ear to their Remonſtram- 
ces for the future. 
But the Parliament whi 


ch met in April, 4 
1693, who beſt knew th: State of their Coum | 
try, Conſidering bow ths Church bad ſuf- 1 
fer d in her Reputation for their Adberence to | 
Law, and the dangerous Conſequence of thoſe 4 
Proceedings of the King, wiich, very probably, be ö 
was betray'd into, by the invidious Intimations of 
ſome near his Perſon, who wanted neither Vill nor 
Prejudice to overturn the whole Presbyterian Set- 
tlement, were reſolv'd to deliver them from the || 
Importunity of the Court, and to aſſume the 
Epiſcopal Clergy by the Lump. Therefore by 
their Act of May the 23d, They enjoyn'd all 
Miniſters, of what Perſwaſion ſoever, to take 
the Oath of Allegiance, and to ſign the Aſſu- 
rance by. a certain Day. This ſoon, diſcover*d 
the prevailing Humour of ]2cobitiſm in the Epiſ- 
copal Clergy, for, notwithſtanding all their Prc- 
feſions of Leyalty while the King was Contending | 
with the General Aſſembly, there were not above 
| Thirty of them who took the Oath. On June the | 
12th, 1693, They EnaGed, That no Perſon be ad- 
mitted, or continued to be a Miniſter or Preacher 


within 9 
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within this Church, without he firſt take the 
Oath of Allegiance, and Aſſurance, ſubſcribe the 
Confeſſion of Faith, and declare the ſame to be 
the Confeſſion of his own Faith, and own it 
to be true, and that he acknowledge Preſbyterian 
Goverument to be the only Government of this 
Church, and that he never will, directly or in- 
directly, endeavour the Subverſion of this 
Catch, Ta << 
The Aſſembly when they met, notwithſlanding 
ſome di ſpleaſing Difficulties thrown in their Way, 
addreſs d themſelves to act with all Moderation, ace 
cording to the Tenour of this Act. And that they 
might give the beſt Teſtimony of it, they made an 
Act of their own, Diſcharging all Church Judi. 
catories from Taking Advantage of the Epiſcopal 
Clergy, who had not yet qualify d themſelves ace 
cordixg to this Act; which they a@ually did of as 
many as made Application to them upon the Terms 
of the Act. They concluded with great Sati:fadlion 
to bis Majeftlys Commiſtoner, and left the Execu- 
tion of the Act to the Committees, whom they bad 
appointed for the South and North 
' Theſe Committees proceeded to execute their 
Commiſſion. That for the South, Meeting with 
leſs Oppoſition, receiv'd ſeveral Epiſcopal Miniſters 
according to the Act; Others they put of, till they had 
Legally cleared themſelves of the Accuſations 
receiv'd againſt them. That for the Nor th depos'd 
Five for babitual Drunkenneſs, and other Immora- 
lities, upon full Proof of the Fas. Thirteen of 
the ſober Epiſcopal Clergy they recetv'd upon due 
Application; but moſt were deprived by the Civil 
'__ Governinent, for Refuſing the Oaths. | _ 


— — 
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This is ſhort Extract, taken frem the lamger 
Accounts of the Proceedings of the Church of Scot- 
land. And if this be Perſecution there 7s no Civil 
or Religions Community can be preſerv'd without 
it. To reform themſelves from Men of Immoral 


Characters cannot, under any Pretence, come under 


particular Denommnations and Opinions, guard againſt 
he Invaſions of Extravagance, which would ſoon un- 
nder mine all the Reftraints Religion lays upon us, and 
5 defeat its noble Deſign, which is to correct the corrupt 
Prepudices of our Minds, and to direct us in every 
„ Lion to glorify our Great Creator, and promote the 
"1 Common Good of each other, he 
6 4 to thoſe, who haue loft their Preferments for 
a lefuſing the Oath of Allegiance to the Civil Go- 
„ rernment, this can, in no Senſe, be.call'd Perſecu- 
«1 don; becauſe every Society bas a Kigbt to preſer ve 
. lit ſelf, and to demand a Juffctent Security for that 
of Parpoſe. How far they ſcauld indulge a Protection 
ine fte their Perfons, while they behave themſelves Peace- 
vil (ly, and without any Detriment to the Publick 
Welfare, I ſhould determine on the merciful Side of 
"his (9? Queſtion z, but, at the ſame Time, when they are 
: d Known 


ſo ſevere a Denomination, fmce tis nothing elſe but 
a Reftraining the Senſitive Part, when it riſes up in 


Rebellion againſt Reaſon, to diſturb the Peace of the 


Society to which they belong. It is agreed, on all 


Hands, that Vice and Immorality are pernicious to 
ery Community, and ſo of right it belongs to 
the Civil Magiſtrate to puniſh it. Therefore 
the Depoſitions of ſuch who were Licentious, cannot 
be interpreted ſevere, ſince as every Civil Conſtitu- 
tion ought to provide againſt ſuch Peſts, much more 
ſhould every Religious Society, abſtrafed from all 
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known Enemies to both the Religious and Civil of 
Conſtitution, it can never be thought prudent to 11 
entrnſt them with thoſe publick Stations, wherein || 1; 
they may propagate their ſecret Auimoſities to the 
common Prejudice. And yet the "4 wa f Scot- 
land, to give the moſt undeniable Evidence of their || 41, 
| Charitya nd Moderation, has diſpens'd with theſs || 
1 Folitical Confiderations, by Allowing not only many bs 
Pious Epiſcopal Miniſters to continue in their Be. of 
nuefices, but alſo many profeſsd Jacobites. And ty 0 
mb, whom the Civil Government did not think ft My; 
Far to indulge, they have yet comiv'd at their ſepa. ＋ 
| rate Meetings, where, in their Prayers, they have Mine 
| invok d Heaven (tho* in an obſgure manner ) to ve. Mt). 
fore the Prelatical Juriſdiction, and a Popiſh MT, 
Pretender. 2 
But I muſt own, had the Scots inflicted unreaſona. 7e 
ble Szverities upon Perſons, who were Con{cientionſy Mi 
mnclin*d to Epiſcopacy, or entertain d differing Sen. itt 
timents about the external Forms of Church Govern. Nie 
ment; tho' they had given all the Evidence of its. 
their Steadineſs and Loyalty to the Civil Govern 
ment, which could be requir'd for its Security; thi, 
would Have lead me into as much Ahhorrence of their 
Practice, as of any Perſecution of what kind ſoever, 
Had tbey proſecuted ſuch an Eccleſiaſtical Diſſent 
with Fines, Impriſonments, Confiſcation, Ba- Nie- 
nithiment ie Miles from a Corporation, an Exclu- 


ſion from all Publick Offices in the Civil Govern- et 
ment, or a Diſability as Tutors and Maſters to 
educate Children according to the beft of thee, 
Knowledge ; I ſhould be readily brought to thivk nf 7 
Reproaches could be too ſevere for them, who ſhould 
dase, in ſo grojs a Manner, to abuſe thoſe Ye 
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of the Goſpel which recommend Forbearance, Gen- 


tleneſs, Meekneſs, Love, and Good Will to Man- 
kind, hy ſuch Interpretations as muſt deſtroy all O3- 


ligations of Obſerving them. 


This, Sir, gyonld be agreeable tqgthe Treatment 


the Diſſenters have been entertaiFd with by the 
church of England; tho' it muff be cwir'd, there 
ewe always been, and yet are, great Numbers both 


« Wef the Nobility and Gentry, Clergy and Laity, of 


„bat Communion, who abhor theſe Sæverities, aud 
bi them not only deſtructive of the great Duties 
„ Chriſtianity, but contrary to common Humanity, 
and have therefore ſympathiz'd with them, in giving 
e- Ntbem all Protection and Refuge prſſible in a Day of 
h MWlrouble. . : ; 


4. 

root of Bittern?ſs. The Refor mati m inſtucted us 
n · Nrith purer Notions of Religion, whereby we diſcovered 
n+ be Impaſtures, and Impeſit ions of Popery. Which, 
. Marvel ſays, But for want of, a Word to 
ri-Wryreſs it, cant be call'd a Religion, being deli- 
* krately contriv'd and knowingly carried on by the 
eir 
ver. 
ent 
Ba 
clu- 


unity. They took the Opportunity, when Men were 
mk into extreme Ignorance, to Uſurp. a Power 


boſe Abſurdities, which could bear no other Inter- 


erm etat ion, than to ſerve thoſe Important ends of Profit 
's tod Power. The Tranſlation of the Bible into our 


their 
* 7¹⁰ 


bould 
cen Mankind. Aud ever fimce tha Power,” Wit, aud 
( | | | | | 855 


vn Language, with the Improvement of other parts 
| Literature, expns'd. the Cheat, and made Po- 


# 


'Tis eaſy to diſcover the Original of all theſe 
Troubles, both yours and ours ſpring from the ſame 


bid Impoſiure cf Prieſts, under the Name of Chii- 


ner their Minds, by leading them into a Belief of 


ery book Ridiculous among us to the common Senſe 
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Learuimg of Rome, have Play d every Artifice upoy || | 
us to Regain their vaſt Revenues, and Infallible Ju. : 
riſdiction. But the 95 Difficulty of reducing us 
back to the Ronnſh Perſwaſion, bas brought us into 
great variety of, Ironbles.. Indeed, the ill examples 
and comfequenW of Popery abroad, might give a4 
1 conſiderable aſſiſtance to our Firmneſs and Prejudice | | 
| againſt it; hut when we reflect ON thoſe Fatal E xpe- 
| riments at Home, that Party hath been making to] 
undermine us, one would think nothing could ſtrike u; 


| 
H with greater Dread of it. Throughout Queen | 
'___ Niary's Reign, the Papiſts made Fuel of the Proteſt. ; 
| ants without Diſtindtion. They excommunicated Queen 
| Elizabeth, purſued Her with continued Plots and 


Attempte upon Her Perſon, and fiir d'up that Inus. 
| fron of the Sparuacds in Erghty Eight, The Pope] 
| had given Order to exclud? King James, and Seconded | 
| thit with the Gun-Powder Treaſon. In the Reign of 
| King Charles the Firft, they labcur'd to introduce 
 Tthempelves by a French Marriage, promoted thy 
Civil Wars, aud the Iriſh Rebellion, and they 
| preteuded his Authority and Commiſſion for i 
JI the Neigu of King Charles the Second, th: 
Fired the City of London, and had form'd a Dei 
Plot both againft his Perſon and Government. Ar 
in the time of King James the Second, I need w 
mention bew they Hurrie that unfortunate Princ 
into an extravagant Zeal to promote their Deſign! 
which entirely ended in his Ruin and Baniſhment. But 
alaſs ! amongſt all the Arts, Plots, and Attempts, whi 
they bave form'd againſt us, there is not one th 
bas bad a more Fatal influence, then that of Divi 
ing us. 


Is it then a bard Matter to Gueſs from what Qin 
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that Fatal Arrow was drawn, I mean that Sermon 


which was Preach'd at St. Paul's, which gave Riſe 
to thoſe Heats and Animoſitzes, that divided Man 
and Wife, Brather and Sifter, Maſter and Servant, 


Neighbour and Neighbour * And what was yet more 


Melancholy, this Spirit of Diſcord was ſufer'd by 
the Judicial Hand of God, to ſpread throughout all 
the Dominions of Great Britain. And what is the 


alarm'd with the Imaginary Danger of ths Church, 
when by this means it is brought into a Real one, 
for nom we are divided from the Revolution, that 
was brought about by the peculiar Agency of the 
Supream Being, which # ma ok Conſtitution from an 
entire Diſſolution, our Religion from the abuſes of 


Cruelty of it. Vie are divided from thoſe Victories 
of: the late Wars, and the gloriogs Conſequences we 
might expect from them. We are divided. about our 


in upon us, whereby Multitudes of our Poor, for want 


ſeem alſo divided from common Senſe, and are wil- 
ling to Profiitute our Publick Honour and Intereſt ,, 
but that ſome. Heavy Judgment of God will fall ou 
us, and teach us Wiſdom, Love, and Charity, by tbe 
extremity of our Sufferings ? 1 1 905 
This new and extraordinary Step in impoſmg Freſh. 


Principles of the Church of England are ſo uncertain 


as we ſhall not know when to depend on them. In the 


Reign of King Charles the Second, it was Feted 


in 


— — —— — — — —ů—ů—ů 


Conſequence of this dreadful infatuation? We were 


Popery, and our Perſons from the Barbarity and 


Commerce, which brought the Treaſure of the World 


of work, are reduc'd to a Starving condition. And 
to mention no more, what can we expect ſince we 


_ Hardſhips upon Diſſenters, after ſo many publick De- 


clarations in their Favour, muſt induce us to think, the. 
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in Parliament, that the Proſecutions againſt Dif. 
ſenters, were Grievons to the Subject, a Weak- 


ning of the Proteflant Intereſt, an Encourage- 
ment to Popery, and Dangerons to the Peace of 


the Kingdom. However, this did not flop the 


Vigorous Execution of the Penal Laws againſt them, 


| who were harraſsd with Rage and Fury, till the 


Nation was alarmd with the Apprebenſions of a 
General Rum. This brought the Biſhops to the 
Temper of recommending Liberty of Conſcience, and 
a Tenderneſi to their Diſſenting Brethren, in that 
Celebrated Petition they preſemed to Kivg James; 


the Confequence of which was their Impriſonment in 
the Tower, at which the Diſſenters were not at all 


bebind Hand in Joining in tbe Publick Concern, and 


Conſternation. ; 


The Diſſenters, notwithſunding the King bad 
given them a Rebaſe from their Sufferings, by an 
| Extraordinary Diſperfing Pwer, were yet apprehenſve 


of the defign of it. But becauſe they accepted of 


this Indulgence of Worſhipping God according to the 
Dictates of their own Can/ciences, which they juſtly 


conceiv'd they had a Natural Right to, they were 


reproach'd with falling in with Arbitrary Meaſures; 


as if they were a People ſo ford. of the Anguiſh of 


| Perſecution, that they muſt neceſſarily continue under 
all the Extremities of it, till they had a deliverance 


a Legal Tolerationu, which is fo wild a Conſti u- 


b 
- Gian of their Condud, that nothing but Malice, or at 
aft the want of C-mpaſim to the Suffer Inge of 


Humane Nature, could invent. 


- The Biſhops, when they ſaw their whole Conſti- 
tution, and the Proteflant Religion ready to be [ſt walow'd 
ap, were alarm'd with an exceſs of Fear, left their 
be” ; 88 5 


Severities 
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Severities towards the Diſſenters ſhould have puſb d 
them on to ſuch a Warnith of Reſentment, as would 
lead them to take the Opportunity of Revenging 
themſelves, tho to the Hazard of the Public k Safety. 
This brought them qt leaſt into a preſent Conviction 
of their Errour, which ſoften'd their Prejudices, 
and cool'd the Spirit of Perſecution, which had ſo 
viſibly expos'd them to ſo Manifeſt a Hazard, And 
therefore to prevent thoſe miſchievons conſequences, 
their Tempers were converted into compaſſion, and all 
the Tenderneſs of Expreſſion towards them; nay, and 
becauſe they were apprehenſive this might not be 
ſufffcient to draw the Diſſenters into a Reconciliation, 
they Solicited the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 
to exert the utmaſt of their Intereſt, for preventing 
them from running into the King's Declaration, and 
the deſign of Animating their Prejudices againſt the 
Church. | 8 | COLE TDs / nn 
J Tis very probable the ſame Reaſon per ſwaded that 
" I iicomparable Stateſman, the Marquiſs f Hallifax, + | 
: to direct his Letter of Advice to them, wherein be 
i finnates this double Caution: Firſt, That they ſhould 


; entertain a Suſpicion of their new Friends; and 
| alſo that it would be inconſiſtent with Chri- 
y ſtianity, as well as common Prudence, to Hazard 


; the Publick Safety, out of a Deſire of Eaſe or 
; Revenge. And afterwards he declares, in behalf of 
: the Church Party, That their former Haughtineſs 

+ | towards Diſſenters was quite extinguiſh'd z; and 

F that the Spirit of Perſecution was turn'd into a 
þ Spirit of Peace, Charity, and Condeſcenſionz 
. | that the Church of England was convinc'd of 
3 its Error in being ſevere to them; and all 

„ |} tainking Men were come to a General Agree- 

a W | ment 


Sͤtratagems, that were made nſe of to exaſperate the 
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ment, no more to cut our ſelves off from 
| Proteſtants Abroad, but rather to enlarge our 
Foundations, upon which we are to build our 
Defences againſt the Common Enemy. Be. 
| fides all this, they had many othgr Aſſurances, That 
the Biſhops would not ftir ome Fot from their Pe. 
tition, and that the Diſſenters fhorld find that they 
would be better than ow . * given in their fa- 
mous Petition, whenever that happy Opportuni 
ſhould offer. Bad i 12 70 5 ; y 
The Diſſenters, who had given the utmoſt Evi- 
dence, that they were under the trongeſt Impreſſions of 
Conſcience by the Whole of their Religions Conduct, 
in the Conrſe of their Sufferings, were glad that the 
Church, tho* by the Force of A4fftidion, was brought 
to a Conviction and Acknowledgment of the Sin of 
Perſecution ; and therefore like Chriſtians inſpir d 
with the generous Part of Chriſtianity, they gave 
ap their Animoſity, and were forward to fall in 
with every Overture which tended to Peace and 
| This will be conſrmd by two remarkable Paſſages. 
IT The firſt was of the Reverend Mr. Jer. White, who 
Das Chaplain to Oliver, and very well known to di- 
vers eminent Perſons. King James, among ctber 


Diſſenters againſt the Church, and to divide them 
from its Intereſt, endeavour'd, by a particular Mef- 
ſage to Mr. White, with a Promiſe of no leſs a Ke- 
compence than an Arch-bithoprick, to engage him to 
| give an Hiſtorical Account of the Perſecutions 
the Diſſenters by the Church; which Mr. White 

very generonſly refus d for divers Reafons, and amoig | 
the reft, there was this Comical one, that be * 
Tl | 3 


An Introductory Epiſtle, 

the Meſſenger to tell bis Mafter, That he would not 
write againſt the Iſraelites to pleaſe the Ægyp- 
tians. Which, at that Time, was ſo well reſented 
by a Number of the Clergy, who were met together, 
that, to expreſs their Gratitude, they deputed Two 
of their Body to 3 it; and alſo, as a fur- 


ther Evidence of it, * ent him with a Purſe of 


Gold, which be likewiſe refuſed, to convince them 
that be ſcorn'd all ſuch Mercenary Views, adding 


perſecute no more for the future. 


phich was this. The Reverend Dr. Williams, when 
he firft came from Ireland, went, without any other 
Deſgu, to pay his Reſpects to that Great and Learn- 


Time with him, offer d to take bis Leave; which Mr. 
How prevented by Preſſing bis Stay, intimating, 
That preſently there would be an extraordinà- 
ty Occaſion for his Advice. Which accordingly 
lhappen'd; for in a while after, there came in ths 
famous William Pen, and Mr. Lob, from King 
james, with a Meſſage, to deſire them to Sign a 


0 Paper, Expreſſing their Conſent to, and Satiſ- 
os tion in the King's Declaration of Indulgence; 


nd likewiſe Engaging themſelves to ſtand by 


4 t, Which, af ter they bad importunately recom- 
. ended to them, they deſir d a ſpeedy Anſwer. Upon 


hs, they were greatly ſurprix d, and. for ſome time 
lent, but after they bad recover d themſelves, Dr. 


1 t0 112 . . 2122 
£c Williams ofer'd ſomething to divert this Pro 
4 al; and further de ſir d, that they might haue Tins ; 


P conſult with their Brethren. But this was re- 
ire uſed. Upon which the Doctor ſaid, Every one 
the L | mut 


; 


however this Caution, That they would go, and 


' The other Paſſage carries a ſtronger Evidence, 


ed Man the late Mr. How; and after he had ſat ſome 


. 
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muſt ſpeak for himſelf z and ſo introduc'd an Au- 
ſwer, with this ſhort Paſſage: He told them, There 
was a Man, who, being ill, had made uſe of 
Quack, till they had brought him beyond all 
Hopes of Recovery; and then, finding how his 
Caſe was, he ſent for a Regular Phyſician, who, 
when he had look'd upon him, told him, It 
was too late for any Service he could do him, 
However, obſerving his Lips to be chopt with 
the Heat of the Feaver, he otder'd ſome in the 
| Room to dip a Feather in the Water Gruel he 
ſaw in the Window, and wet his Lips with it, 
which might a little refreſh him. The Gentle- 
man dies pieſently after, and the Quacks, to 
{ave their Credit, attributed his Death to this g 
Wetting of his Lips. hich Story the Doctor ap- z 
phd after this manner: He ſaid, The Biſhop 
had been Preaching up for many Yevgrs the Do-. ,; 
ctrines of Paſive-Obedience and Mon. Refſtance, ſj, 
and the Unlimited Power and Prerogative of the 7, 
_ King, whereby they were reduc'd to thoſe dan. , 
gerous Circumſtances; fo that if they ſhou'd 
concur to Sign ſuch a Declaration, the preſent 
| Miſery they were in, would be charg'd upon 
| their Conduct. Therefore as far as concexn'd 
| himſelf, he made this Anſwer, That he was} 
| thankful to his Majefly for his Gracious Indu- 
gence, in Allowing them to worſhip God ac- 
[ cording to th-ir own Conſcience z but rather 


| 

| than he would Sign ſuch a Declaration, he 
| would humbly lay his Liberty at his A/ o; 
Feet to Morrow. To which Anſwer, all the vel 
| of the Miniſters gave their Aſens Ji 
| Dr. Williams bath further aſſured me, The 
ve 
| | 
| 
| 
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were ſo far from Complying with any Condeſcenſions 
from the King in Favour of Popery ; or any Attempt 
which might give Fealouſy of their Falling in with 


ſuch Meaſures as were prejudicial either to the 
Church of England, vr to the Common Proteſtant 


Intereſt ; that when Sir Nicholas Butler came with 
repeated Meſſages from the King to Sir John Shorter, 
then Lord-Mayor, that he would let the Diſſenters 
have Guildhall-Chappel to Preach in, the Doctor 


very freely laid before his Lordſhip the great Inconve- 


ence and Miſchief, which might bs the Conſequence of 
bis Complying with fuch a Requeſt, which ſo fully 


ſatisfied bis Lord ſhip, that he abſolutely refus'd it. 


{could give mavy more Inſtances of the generous 
Behaviour of the Diſſenters at this Juncturs towards 


the Church, but theſe are ſufficient to convince the 
Vorld, that they well underſtand the true Intereſt of 
their Country, and the great Bleſing we have in the 


Enoyment of the Proteſtant Religion; and that 0 
| Temptation can induce them to joyn with the 


Common Enemy, in Sacrificing its real Advantage 
to gratify their Reſentment, or their Indulgence 
and Eaſe. This, whils a Senſe of the Merit of the 
Diſſenters, and the warm Impreſſions of their Deli- 


Noerance laſted, was freely acknowledg d; as a Celebra- 
ted Vriter expreſſes in an Apology for the Church 


of England, with Relation to the Spirit of Perſe- 


J cution, for which She is accus' d. He owns, Tho 


ſome of the Weaker Men amongſt the Clergy, might 


J etain ſome of their little Peeviſh Animolities, a- 
J22ioſt the Diſſenters, yet ſome of the Wiſer and 


J nore Serious Heads of that great and worthy Bo- 


I, fee now their Error. They ſee who drove 


them en it, till they bop'd to have ruin'd them 
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| by it. This led them on to a Deteſtation of the 
| worſt Part of Popery, viz. their Severity towards 
Aereticks. So that if God in his Providence bring 


us again into a ſettled State out of the Storms in- 

| to which our Paſhon and Folly, as well as the || | 
| 
| 


Treachery of others, has brought us, it can't be 
imagin'd, that the Biſhops will go off from thoſe 
Moderate Reſolutions, which they have now de- 
clar'd. And I will boldly ſay this, That if the 
Church of England, aiter ſhe has got out of the 
Storm, will return to hearken to the Peeviſhneſs 
of ſome ſowr Men, ſhe will be abandon'dfboth of 
God and Man, and will ſet both Heaven and 
| Earth againſt Her. The Nation ſees too viſibly 
| Howdearthe Diſpute about Conformity has coſt us, 
to ſtand any more upon ſuch Punctilio's. So thit 
all theſe Conſiderations concur to make us con- 
clude, that there is no Danger of our Splitting a 
Second Time upon the ſame Rock. And indeed 
If any Argument were wanting to compleat the 
Certainty of this Point, the Wiſe and Generous 
Behaviour of the Main Body ot the D:ſſenters, in 
this preſent Juncture, has given them ſo juſt a 
Title to our Friendſhip, that we muſt reſolve to 
ſet all the World againſt us, if we can ever for- 
get it, and if we do not make them all the Returns 4 
of Eaſe and Favour, when it is in our power to do it. /i 
But how all theſe Promiſes of Condeſcenſion and as 
Favour were per form d, the World may eaſily judge; . 
for as ſoon as the Hurricane of our Fears was over, | th, 
and we were come within the Proſped of Tranquil- I th 
lity and Safety, the Expreſſons of Compailion and I m 
Tenderneſs towards us began to cool, and thoſe Con || th 
pickions of their Error viſibly declin'd. It's true, the ¶ ot! 
eo 5 Dillenters } 
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Diſſenters obtain d a Toleration, for vhich they have 
becn thankful, tho even that encounter d with more 


Reluctancy, than could have been expetted from ſo 


many Aſurances of Ading with that becoming Tem- 


per, which they thought, they ſhould have bad the higheſt 


Proofs of, as the moſt viſible Effe@ of the Sincerity of 
their Repentance. The Conſiderations of a Com pro- 
miſe, in thoſe fmaller Matters of Difference, were 
recommended to the Convocation by the Parliament, 
phich, bad it been ſettled, would haue contributed 
mere to remove them, than thoſe Brutiſh Arguments 
of Confining to Goals Honeft and Conſcientious Men. 
bere were ſev ral Alterations drawn up by the Com- 


by Dr. Jane, and others, F they, f 
lid not Hog fit to ee ee N 8 1 

them to the Body of the Convoca- 665. Fl; <1 "0" 

a tion, or to expoſe them to the View OT 

d F the World ; whereas bad they been agreed to, t 

ie Wl would probably have brought us in two Thirds of the 

us Wl Diſſenters upon the National Eftabliſhment, and by 


that means have united us among our ſelves, firength- 


Secur'd us againſt all Popiſh Attempts. 


Animoſities began to ariſe, and there were ſpread 
it. ¶ ſuch Tragical Outcries of the Church's Danger, 


; would precipitate it into its certain Ruin. Tho 
the obief Promoters of theſe Reports knew bow falſe 
they were, yet they ſerv d well enough to revive for- 
mer Prejudices, and keep the Wounds open, (which 
the Fierceneſs of our Conteſts had made) for ſome 


6 


miſſioners ; but when they found they were deſerted 


end the Proteſtant Intereſt, and more effectuallj 


While theſe Debates were in their Progreſs, new 


as if the Alteration of a- few indifferent things 


other Purpoſes which lay concealed. This Conduct, 
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by Men who pretended the higbeſt Regard to Reli. 
gion, expos*d both them and ito the jevereſt Reſlec- 
tion of thoſe, who were ready to think, by ſuch Ma- 
nagement, both were ridiculous. And therefore a 
late famed Writer has, in this ſevere Manner de- 
| 3 ſcribed them. No Experience, 
. 1111 2 © Jays be, will make them wiſer, I 
P. 275, 280,  delire to know whether the Con- 
Os duct of tlie Clergy was any ways 
alter'd for the better, or their Perſecuting Humour 
abated, tho by it they became Tools to the Pn. 
pifts ; of which they were fo ſenſible in the Day 
of Diſtreſs, that the molt Eminent amongęft 
them, with the general Approbation of the reſt, 
made ſolemn Declarations of Eaſing their Pro- 
teſlant Brethren, when Providence {hall put it in 
their Power. Yet when the Convocation in 1689 
had by the Favour of Heaven, an Opportunity 
of Performing thoſe Promiſes, were there not a 
Party among them, who reſolv'd to keep Faith 

as little with $:biſmaticks, as ſomegformer Coun- 
cils with Hereticks * Aud therefore, with Scorn, 
rejected all Terms of Accommodation, and 
thought the very recommending to them ſuch 
Alterations in things indifferent, as wou'd make 
Conforming to the Church fo eaſy, as few Pro- 
teſtants either at Home or Abroad ſhould ſcruple, 
an Afﬀront never to be forgiven z which was the D 
Foundation of the inveterate Malice with which th 
that glorions Prince, to whom we owe our Rel:- f | 
gion and Church, was to the laſt Perſecuted. Nor K 
could the Biſheps, even thoſe who had ſignaliz d 
themſelves in Defence of the Church, receive bet- 


ter Quarter. | 
ter Quart 1 
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If the Violation of thoſe Promiſes could be diſ. 
n with, ſo early after our Eſcape from Ruin, the 
prefent Age may juſtly think thoſe Reſtraints ars en- 
tirely worn off, and that thoſe are ſufictent Precedents 
to trample upon all ſuch Obligations, which now they 
pretend were only Temporary. Therefore they ridi- 
cule our Expe@ation of continued Favours, and the | 
Thought we had, That they were under as laſting an 
Obligation to ob ſerve their Promiſes, as they were to 
regard thoſe Precepts of the Goſpel which require 
Charity, and Forbearance in doubtful Diſputa- | 
tions, aud Good Will toward Mankind. But we 
bave the eſs Reaſon to be ſurprixed at this Unfaith- | 
tulneſs, when we may obſerve that many have found | 
+ out ſuch Diſtinctions to ſatisfy + Biſhop of Sa-= | 
their Conſciences, as will elude the rums Speech at | 
Force of all Oaths, and Arguments Dr. Sacheverell's | 
to juſtify thoſe Practices which ſtand Trial. CO” 
in a Defiance of them; which ſhews they are as Per- | 
1c10us in their Addreſſes to God, as they are Falls - | 
to Us. How far theſe wretched Principles may diſ- | 
poſe ſome weaker Minds to fall in with ſuch a Con= | 
duct, I ſhall not determine; but this I may ſay, That 
&y the Comple4ion of our Affairs, God ſeems to be Pre- 
paring a heavy Scourge to diſcipline us for our Sins. 
and probably our Publick Treachery may ftand firſt . 
in that long Catalogue he has to charge us with. 

Ho can We, or our Poſterity, ever depend on any 
Declaration of this Sort of Men in our Favour, or 
they eapect the leaſt Concurrence of Aſiſtance in any 
future Calamity they may be expos'd to. They muſt be 
extreamly fiupid, to uppoſe their Opprethons laid 
upon us can be Argument to perſwade us to this. For 
if their Pleading for Deprivim us of all Places fo i 
if — 3 
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_ the Civil Government, which ve have fo faithfully 


” An Introductory Epiſtle. 


contributed to the Support of. and Forcing our Chil. 
dren as far as they can, by Law, from our Care of 


their Education, are the beſt Recompences they can af. 


ford us for our Steadineſs to their Intereſt in the Day 
of their Trouble, muſt not every one entertain a Con- 
tempt of ſuch ridiculous Promiſes. of Tenderneſs ? 


And is it not very natural to expect, that ſhould 


the like Circumflances return again, Perſons ſo 


treated would be careful, more effeQually to ſecure 


themſelves againſt ſuch Oppreſſive Kindneſſes? It 


| was impoſſible to have thought on a more foicible 
Method to prejudice Perſons againft them, than by 
Putting this Hardſhip upon their Children, who 


bave a ftronger Intersft in their Affection than all 
their other Properties. The Diſſenters ever thought 


the End of Civil Government bad been to preſerve 
their Natural Nights, and plead that it is evident, 


God has given them as indiſputable a Property to 


their Children, as to their Lives, by that Care and 


Concern he bas wrought for them in their Conſtitu- 
tion; that ſo they can't forbear Judging, that this 
Reftraint laid upon them, ſeems to militate againſt 


| the Laws of Heaven, and the Common Senſe of 
Mankind, as alſo a Proſtitution of the very End 


cf Civil Grverment. 


| | Have we not as much reaſon to upbraid the In- 
ll Juſtice, as the Ingratitude of puniſhing us before we 


know our Tranſgreſion? We bave took the Oaths of 
Allegiance and Abjuration; we have as readily 


pay d our Proportion of the Publick Taxes as any; 
we have thrown in our Eſtates to ſupport the Publick 
Credit; ws bave been unanimons in the Deſign of 


Maintaining the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the 
„ IIIuſtrious 
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An Introdudtory Epiſtle. 


Illuſtious Houſe of Hanover; our Loyalty to the 
| Oneen bas been without Exception; nay, the" ws 
Challenge the moſt forward of our Enemies to Charge 
| ns with any attempt upon the Tranquillity of the 
Church, or State, ever ſince the Revolution; yer, 
we are Branded as a Set of Malignants, and ren- 
| der'd uncapable of filling up the Meaneft place in 
te Admixiſtration, aud even of being truſſed with 
the Education of bur own Children. 
Caũ this Scheme of Politicks ſupport the Church? 
At the Revolution they own'd 3t to be a Folly to Per- 
ſecute their Diſſenting Brethren, to Narrow the 
Terms of their Communion, and Divide themſelves 
from the Proteſtants Abroady becauſe it open'd a 
Gap to the Common Enemy, by which they were very 
near the Accompliſhments of their Purpoſes. Iwonder 
what Reaſon there is that makes it Senſe now; there 
:s as fair a Profped as ever, that this Argument will 
betray thoſe, who eſpouſe it, into their mn Ruin. 
Ve know it is a Popiſh Maxim ta divide us, and 
they give Iuſtructious, and Rules to their Emiſſaries, 
whereby they may promote Heats and Animoſities; and 
if thoſe that are the immediate Inſtruments of our 
preſent Confuſion are not their Tools, yet we are ſure 
from the Circumflances we are ing they flatter their 
Expetation, that the Cauſe of Popery ſhall moſt 
certainly ſucceed by it, We are frequently alarm'd 
with Accounts from Abroad of the great Prepara- 
tions of the Pretender to Invade us, and if God, 
for our Sins, ſhould ſuffer the Attempt to ſucceed, can 
we ever ſuppoſe be will place a Confidence in thoſe 
jor bis Security, who in bis Infancy drove bim into 
Baniſyment? There is juſt as much Reaſon to depend 
on this, as to expect a omen Catholick my keep 
| ain 


| 
| 
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work Miracles ſor our Safety, when we have no- 
toriouſly affrontsd bis Signal Appearances for 


ef the French King, that he will not fup- 
port bim, that we have laid afide thoſe common 


the Fears of the Friends to Her Majeſty's ju 


ve think this a proper Seaſon to divide Pro- 
teſtants, and, propagate the Spirit of Diſcord 
between the Church and Diſſenters, who differ 
from them in no Eſſential Point? If this be 


At Introductory Epiſtle. 
Faith with Hereticks. Or can any Perſon be ſo 
Hupid as to think the French King, who all along 


Bas been repreſented as the greateſt Uſurper upon 


the Rights of Mankind, and the Grand Perſecus 
tor of the Proteſtant Religion, fbould ſupport 
it in England, when he has with ſo much Vi- 
olence extirpated it out of his own Kingdom? Tis 
Juſt as wild an Imagination, as to think God will 


us in the Deliverance he gave us, from the Mi- 
ſeries of Popery at the Revolution, It ii 
evident enongh that great Numbers of Popiſh 
Miſſionaries are crowded in upon us, their Ex- 
pectat ion: are great and certain, the Friend; 
of the Pretender are ready to receive bim, wr 
bave ſo great a Confidence in the Bona Fide 


Precautions which we might take for our Safe 
ty. The Nation was never in a higher Fer. 
ment, and perplex'd with greater Animoſities; 


Title and Fevſov, and the Danger of tht 
Hanover Succeſſion were never ſtronger; can 


thought the Way to preſerve the Church, and 
the Proteſtant Religion, I Hall as ſoon believe 
that Fire will not burn, or the greateſt Contradi- 
ons to common Senſe are Realitics, as to think that 
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An Introd uctory Epiſtle. 
our Common Enemy will let ſlip ſuch a fair Opportu- 
at of Devonring, if poſſible, both them and us. 


1 know, Sir, your Goodneſs will excuſe this 
, | Tedions Treſpaſs * your Patience, which I ſhou'd 
? 


| mot have ventur'd upon, but from an aſſurance 
. | that your great concern for the Intereſt of our 


x Common Welfare, will bear with my Infirmity in 


1 pouring out theſe Complaints. If I have ſaid any 


« | thing amſs, im pute it to the Exceſs of my Trouble, 
ry MW which 7s too great for Expreſſion. We ſeem jet 
i: but on the Borders of our Calamities, and 1 


1: Fray God ſtrengthen your Faith and Patience 
n azainft the Day of Tryal, as well as mine, 
x» WW God ſeems to Threaten all the Dominions of 
id: WY Great Britain with ſevere Tokens of bis Diſ- 
we MW pleaſure, which may lead us to obſerve the 
ide Cauſes of thoſe Troubles, your Country has 


Fas that Reſpect one and the other; which as 
I doubt not but you will find I have done with 
the greateſt Impartiality, ſo it gives me Hopes, 
that you will pleaſe to accept this ſmall Per for- 
mance, as a Sincere Teſtimony of Reſpe to your 
Country, as well as your Self, From, 


SI 


London, Fuly | To F * 
the 6th, 1714. ON moſt Faithful 


\. 


and Obedient Servant, 


Andrew Lowe. 


A | 


been affected with, as well as our own. I have 
endeavour d, with all Faithfulneſs, to relate 
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Malicious and Gronndleſs Aſperſions 
LN, O F ; 


| Mr. William Dugud, &c. 


T is evident from Scripture, That the Mi- 
niſterial Office is of Divine Inſtitution; and 
for the better Obtaining the Important 
Ends of it, (which are the Practice of Vir- 
tue, and our Spiritual Edification,) Our Lord 
math required a competent Knowledge and an 
unblameable Converſation, as neceſſary Qualifi- 
cations of ſuch who are willing to engage in it. 
Purſuant to this, the Church of Scotland have. 
manifeſted an agreeable Concern, in the many 
Laudable Caxons and Conſtitutions they have ap- 
pointed, in Reſpect to ſuch who are to be ad- 
mitted into that Sacred Function. There are 
none ſuffer'd to take upon them the Work of a 

= „ Miniſter, 
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. 
Miniſter, to wit, The Cie of Souls, or the Charge of 
a Congregation, but ſuch as have been previouſly 
| Licenſed by Competent, Judges to Preach as 
Probationers for ſome Time. Or more particu- 
larly in this manner; It 1s the Jane and ge- 
neral Practice of the Charch of, cotland. for the 
Pre ſbyteries to examine ſuch Students in Divinity 
who are ſuppos d to have made a competent Profi- 
ciency: Andtothoſe whom they judge fitly quali- 
fy'd, they grant a, Licenſe to Preach, upon their 
Engaging ſolemnly to own and maintain the Do- 
ctrine, Worſhip, Difcipline, and Government of 
the Chureb; and to be ſubject to its Judicatories, 
and to follow no Diviſive Courſes, to the Preju- 
dice of the Peace and Unity thereof. _ 
During this Time of their Licenſe, they have 
frequent Occaſion to give Proof of their Fitneh 
way Qualifications for the Miniſterial - Office. 
The Preſbyterzzs in whole Bounds they Reſide, 
are ſtrict in Obſerving their Carriage, and Du- 
tifil Behaviour; and People of all Ranks do the 
ſame. And when an Opportunity offers ol 
Settling any of them in a particular Miniſterial 
Charge, then he is, in the Preſence of the whole 
Congregation, folemaly Ordain'd to the Work of 
the Miniſtry, and entruſted with the Care of that 
particular Charge. But this is not done before 
his Paſſing a ſecond. Examination of his Learn- 
: je oe ig in the Faith, Pious Converſation, 
and Fitneſs for the Charge he is called to: And 


LY 
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if any Thing appears that ſhould render him 


unworthy of that Sacred Ofrice, this Promotion 


is not only ſt5pp'd, but his . Licenſe revers d, 
and alſo ſuch further Cenſures are inflicted, a 
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the Scandals, Errors, or Immoralities he is Con- 
victed of, ſhall be found to deſerve. But all the 
Time antecedent to this, theſe Candidates are 
ſpecified, by their Licenſe, to be in a State of 
Probation, in Order to their more ſolemn Conſe- 


cration, ther 
8 | : 
Of this Rank and Number was Mr. Villiam 


ore are commonly called Proba- 


Dugud, Student in Divinity, who, upon Recom- 


3 and Application to the R d 


Yeſbytery of Kirkcaldy, was by them, according to 


Cuſtom, examined March the 22d, Amo 1710, 


and after Licenſed to Preach on Juh the 27th of 


the ſame Year. | = 
The Church of Burntiſſand being vacant, the 


People of that Paroch, upon the 22d of January, 


1712, offer'd to the Preſbytery two Calls, one to 


Mr. Ebenezer Areſein, Miniſter at Portmouge; the 


other to Mr. Villiam Dugud, Probationer ; each of 


them Sign'd by Fifteen Perſons, who claim'd a 
Right of Suffrage in the Election of a Miniſter, 


with mutual Proteſtations of each Party againſt 
the other. 5 


The Preſbytery, whoſe Right it is to decide in 
| this Competition, did not prefer Mr. Areſein, 


tho' an Ordained Miniſter, and one of their own 


Number: But to allay the growing Ferment, and 
to preſerve Peace and Unity amongſt that People, 


they judged it moſt convenient to lay both theſe 
Calls afide; and earneſtly recommended to the Peo- 
ple of Burntiſland to make Choice of ſome 3d Per- 
ſon, in whom they might more generally agree: 


Yet thoſe who were for Mr. Dugud's Call, were fo 
far from Yielding to this Peaceable and Healing 
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Determination of the Preſbytery, that, upon the 


14th of February, they enter'd an Appeal from 
it, to the Provincial Synod of Hye, to meet at St. 
_ Andrew's the firſt Tueſday of April, 1712. 


| The Synod, after having fully heard all Par- 
ties, endeavour'd to accommodate. the Matter, 


tho without the deſired Effect: therefore they 
peremptorily approved of the Determination of 
the Preſbytery in Superſeding both Calls; and at 
the ſame Time earneſtly exhorted the People of 


Burntiſland to Chriſtian Love, and Charity, and 


Entreating them to lay aſide all Strife and Con- 
tention, and to ſtudy Peace and Harmony in 
the Choice of a Paſtor to watch over them for 
their Spiritual Advantage. Whereupon Mr. 


Dugud's Party were ſo diſſatisfy'd, that they Ap- 


pealed from the Provincial Synod of Fyfe,” to the 


General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, who were 


to meet at Edinburgh in May following. | 
This Appeal being, according to the uſual 

Manner, brought before the Committee, appoint- 
ed by the Aſſembly for Receiving of Bills, Refe- 


rencss, and Appeals, in Order to be laid before 
the General Aſſembly. And there, in the Pre- 
ſence of Mr. Dugud, it was repreſented, That be- 


ſides the Ferment in the Paroch of Burntiſland, 


which was occaſioned thro' the Competition of 
the two Calls, there was alſo a flagrant Report 


ſpread Abroad, of ſome ſcandalous Miſcarriages 


which Mr. Dugud had been guilty of at Blair of 


_ #thol, and Dunzelden, Anno: 1710, when he was 
there at a Highland Hunting. To which, Mr. 


Dugud anſwered before that Committee, That the 


Hunting ſpoken of was before he was Licenſed, 6 
Eno, yy that 


3-2 
that the Report of his being Drunk was falſe; but 
as to Dancing, he had indeed (being much preſsd to 
it ) gone thro' the Floor, a Thing be had heard, many 
grave Perſons had often done, Here Mr. Dugud 
not only. extenuated his Miſcarriages, but did 
alſo grofly prevaricate, as to the Time of that 

Hunting, which was afterward made evident by ||| 
the Depoſition of Witneſſes. The Committee | 
tranſmitted the Appeal, and Mr. Dugad con- 
ſidering the Report, which had now took Air, 
might be prejudicial to his Cauſe, gave in a Pe- | j 
tition with it to the General Aſſembly ; Repreſent= ||| 
ing, That he had been accuſed of a grievous i 
Scandal before the Committee of Bills, and De- 1 
firing the Venerable Aſſembly might examine into ll 
it, in Order to his Vindication, - © 

The Aſſembly referred the Appeal and Proceſſes 
about the Calls which were 1n Competition, to 
be determin'd by their Commiſton, who were to 
meet immediately after the Cloſe of the -ſembly, 
And in Anſwer to Mr. Dagud's Petition, tho? 
they might have remitted that Scandal to be 
Try'd after the ordinary Method, before the In- 
feriour Judicatories; yet Conſidering the Singu- 
larity of the Caſe, in his being openly accuſed 
before the Committee for Bzlls, and at ſuch a 
Juncture, when the Proceſs, wherein he was con- 
cern'd, was to be finally determin'd. And there- | 
fore to prevent groundleſs Surmiſes from be. 
ing a Prejudice to his Cauſe and Reputation, 
they gave this Inſtruction to their Commiſion, - 
That, in the firſt Place, they ſhould enquire into 
the Scandal, and whether any Accuſer would 
appear before them, to give any Proof of itt 
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a. 
But if no Accuſer appeared, then they ſhould 
proceed to determine in the Cauſes, without 
Regard to any Surmiſes againſt Mr. Dugud. 
And the General Aſſembly farther order'd, That 
if Mr. Dugud ſhould be found Innocent of theſe 
ſuppos'd Miſcarriages, the fame ſhould be inti- 
mated to the ner Goon Aſſembly, that. his Vin- 
dication might be as Publick as the Accuſation. 
The Commiſion, upon the 16th Day of May, 
addreſs'd themſelves to examine this Affair, MW | 
purſuant to the Reference which was made to ] 
them; but none appeared to accuſe Mr. Digud. f 
Wherefore they went on to take  Cognizance of i 

1 

1 

y 

\ 
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the two Calls which were in Competition, as 
they had been laid before the Preſbytery of Kirk- 
caldy, and *Synod of Fyfe: And having fully 
heard the Parties on both Sides, they approv'd 
of the Conduct of that Synod and Preſbytery, in c 
Superſeding both theſe Calls. And for the h 
further Vindication of Mr. Dugnd's Innocence, 
the Committee appointed the Preſbytery of Kirk- 
caldy, by whom he had been Licenſed, to examine 


further into the Scandal as they ſhould ſee fit, 
The Occaſion of this was, that tho' no Accuſer 
had at that Time appeared before the Commiſi- 
on, yet it had been repreſented to them, that 
there were ſome Gentlemen in the Shire of Fife, 
who were preſent in Company with Mr. Dagud, 
at that Highland Hunting, who could when called, 
give Evidence to the Truth of his Miſcarriages. 

Thus ended this Proceſs, whereof Mr. Dagud 
was pleas'd to complain, as being the firſt Round 
he had oblig'd himſelf to run thro* the ſeveral 
Judicatories of the Church. It's true, in this 
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judic d Judgment to determine. 


— Wi; 

Competition of Calls for the Church of Burntiſland, 
Mr. Bene, a Probationer, was meg peared te. 
Areſtin, a Miniſter of an untainted Character and 
Reputation: But whether herein he met with 
delt Injuſtice or Severity, is left to any unpre- 
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Mr. Dugud, in the next Place, apply'd himſelf 


in private to ſome of the Mitiſtere of the Preh. 


be of e Reprſeving da an 
ſubmiſfively bis indigent Condition, and that 
being now diſappointed'of a Settlement in their 


Bounds, he reſolved to go North to his Friends, 


from whom he expected Encouragement : And 
in Order thereto, he earneſtly beſought them' to 


plead with the Preſbytery for the Extract of his 
Licenſe, and a Teſtimonial. Thefe Miniſters to 


whom he had apply'd, Judging Charitably of 
Mr. Dugud, and Commiſerating his Circumſtan- 
ces, did undertake, and afterwards accompliſh'd 
his oy 0 as we ſhall now give an Accaunt of. 
Mr. Dugud, upon the 14th of Augyft, 1712, 
addreſſed the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy for an Ex- 
tract of their Licenſe, and their Teſtimonial of 
his good Behaviour 9 them. Some were 
for Complying with his Deſire, but others ob- 
jected, and ſaid, That re could be grant - 
ed, untill they had enquired into thoſe Reports rela- 
ting to his Converſation, purſuant to the Appointment 
of the Commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly: 
Wherefore, that ſome Regard might be thewn ta 
their Authority, it was agreed, That two Mini- 
ſters ſhould be ſent to converſe with the Lairds 
of Maughtan and Farbroth, two Gentlemen wha 
were ſaid to have taken Notice of Mr, Dugud's 
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Miſcarriages at the Highland Huntings ; and that 


e — .. rs or 
. % 
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theſe two Miniſters ſhould report the Account 


they gave, to the Preſbytery, at their next Meet- 


ing; who, accordingly upon the the 1oth of 


September, 1712,.reported, They had converſed I 
with theſe Gentlemen, who. told them, That they 
| bad obſerved ſome Imprudencies in Mr. Dugud's Car. 
riage at that Hunting; and one of them, particu- | 
larly, alledg'd, That ſome Things in Mr. Dugud's 
Behaviour were Offenſive to him, and ſuch as he 


thought unbecoming bis Character. Yet ſo great 


was the Preſbytery's Compaſſion and Kindneſs to 
Mr. Dugud, that, upon this overly Account, 
without any further Enquiry, they carried it by 
a Majority, to grant him their Teſtimonial of his 
good Behaviour within their Bounds, which was 
_deliver'd to him upon the 11th Day of Septem- 


ber, with an Admonition to carry himſelf more 
prudently for Time to come. The Synod's Judg: 


ment concerning this Conduct of the Preſbytery, | 


hall be taken Notice of in its proper Place. 


When this Teſtimonial had been obtained, 

there = | 

the North: And the following Event confirmed 
the Suſpicion of ſome, that tho' this was the Pre. 


_— 


no more heard of Mr. Dugud's going to 


| tence of Mr, Dygud's Requeſting the Extract of 


his Licenſe and a Teſtimonial, yet he had ſome 
other Deſign in View; for on the 27th of NM. 
vember, Her Majeſty's Preſentation (dated the 5th 
br 7th of the ſame Month) Nominating Mr. 


Dugud to the Church of Burntiſland, was offer'd 
to the Preſbytery, which they, cauſed to be Read, 


and defer'd their Conſideration of it till their 


following Meeting on December the 25th. The 
CT on Freid)tsj 
„6 


| Bn 4 8 
Presbytery thought it neceſſary maturely to Con- 
ſider, and to take Advice about their Procedure 
in this matter, becauſe it was new to them; and 


this was the very firſt Preſentation brought be- 


fore them, from the Time that the former Order 


of Calling and Admitting Miniſters into Church- 
es, had been altered by an Act of the Britiſh 


Preſentation. | | 
The Presbytery, at their Meeting, received a 
Paper Sign'd by many of the Inhabitants of 


Burntiſland, Craving Mr. Dugud might paſs his 


Tryals, in Order to his Admiſſion to be their 


Miniſter: And Conſidering that all the uſual 


Parts of Examination could not be finiſhed be- 
fore the Enſuing Meeting of the Provincial Synod 
of Fyfe, they referr'd the Settlement of Mr. 
Dugud at Barntiſland to the Determination of the 


Synod, Reſolving, in the mean Time, to go upon 
Mr. Dugud's Examination, and accordingly pre- 


{cribed him a Common Head to deliver a Thefis 


next Meeting, and alſo appointed him to Preach 
in the Church of Burntiſland every Lord's-Day 
till that Time. Here the Presbytery went on 
with too great a Precipitancy ; tor, according 
to the Order of the Church, they ought to have 
advis'd, by Letters, the Neighbouring Pyesbyteries 


r. to Mr. Dagud's Examination, and to have waited 


d Six or Eight Weeks for their Anſwer, to know 


d, if any Thing could be Objected againſt their 
ir Proceeding by thoſe Neighbouring Presbyteries. 


Parliament, Reſtoring to Patrons the Power of 


1 
e . EF. r 7 


on it in Latin before the Presbytery, at their 


of the Synod, that they were reſolved to proceed . | 


be On January the 29th, 1713, Mr. Dugud deli- 
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ver'd his Thefison the Common Head: And, for a Se. 


cond Part of his Examination, he was requir'd to 
Comment on Romans the 11th, which he d 
at their next Meeting, upon February the 26th ; 
And the Presbytery Conſidering 
Meeting, before the Sitting of the Synod, was, by 
the Act of the General Aſſembly, and Cuſtom of 
the Church, to be employ'd in Prayer and pri- 
vate Cenſure, without taking Notice of other 
Buſineſs; therefore they delayed to give Di- 
rection about the other aſhal Parts of Examination 
at that Time; but appointed him in the mean 
while, to Preach in the Church of Burntiſland un- 
till their next Meeting. Hereupon James Oſwald 
of Dunckeir, in the Name of ſome of the Heretors 

of Burntiſland, proteſted againſt this Proceeding 
of the Presbyttry, and Appealed to the Queen 
and Parliament. And Mr. Dugud likewiſe Ap- 


* 


pealed from the Presbytery to the Frovincial Synod 


of Fyfe, becauſe, as he alledged, the Presbytery 
had unjuſtly delayed his Tryals. | 

This was the Gratitude M 
to that Presbytery, who had ſhewn ſo much Le. 
nity and Indulgence in Granting him their Te. 
ſtimonial, and in their irregular Allowing him 
to paſs his ſecond Tryals, for his more expedi. 
tious Settlement in Burntiſſand. This was the firſt 
Overt Act of his undutiful Behaviour towards the 
Freſbytery; contrary to his expreſs Engagement at 
the Time he receiv'd his Licenſe. And it ſeerys 


a very unaccountable Piece of Conduct, that 


Mr. Dugad, for ſo frivolous an Occaſion, ſhould 
oppoſe the Authority of the whole Preſytery: 
Were it not that he was now engaged to gratify 

Fre e 


* 4 


eliverd 


that their next 


r. Dugud ex preſs d 


1 ſl 
another Pay ty, who deſign'd him for a Tool to | | | 
break in upon the Peace of this Church, and in- 
ſult its Judicator ies from the Loweſt to the High- 10 
eſt, as in Conſequence it will appear. | 
The Provincial Synod of 575 Convened at "Ri 
Dunfe ermlin, on the firſt T ue[day of | April, 1713. | | 


Mr. Dugud gave in his Appeal to their Committee 1 

for Bills, and Overtures, to be by them tranſmitted p | 
to the Synod : And allo the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy 10 
gave in their Reference concerning Mr. Duguds WI 
Settlement at Rurnt;/land. While theſe were under | 0 


the Conſideration of the Committee, the Reviſors 

of the Regiſter of the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy Re- 
ported to the Synod HET Remarks on the Conduct 
| of that Preſbytery; Whereupon, among other 
Things, they conceived them Culpable in the 
8 Buſineſs of giving a Tefimonial to Mr. Dugud. 
The Synod ordered to be Read that part 
ck the Preſbytery's Regiſter, and found (primo) 
That tho' there was a Fama clamoſa of a Scanda- 
lous Behaviour in Mr. Dugud at the Time of the 
Sitting of the late General Aſſembly, and particu- 
larly condeſcended upon before their Committee 
for Bills, yet the Prefbytery makes mention of it, 
but very generally in their Regiſter. (2*) That 
tho' it was particularly recommended to that 
Preſbytery, by the Commiſion of the late General 
Aſſembly, to take Tryal of that reported Scan- 
dall as they ſee Cauſe: Let they only make 
their Enquiry in a private and Extrajudicial- 
way. (3?) That thus they have left Mr. Dugud 
Legally impurged of that Scandal, and yet have 
given him a Teftimonial recommending him to 
other Preſbyteries, (4*) That with the W 

Fo OE ENG 25 - Nial 
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nial, and notwithſtanding thereof, they gave 


the Syd; and publickly Rebuked by the 
Moderator, : 255 


Forenoon, Mr. Dugud compeared before the Synod, 
and proteſted in manner following, viz. © Mr. WW. 
© Dugud thinking himſelf leſed, by the Remarks iſ 
© on the Preſbytery-Books of Kirkcaldy, does Pro- 
© teſt, That the ſaid Remarks cannot pre judge 
his Character, in Regard that the Aſſembly 


+ © bation; upon which, Mr, Dugud's Innocence 


bh, conform to their Act Thereanent. (3*) 
* The Taking Trial of what was ſuggeſted a- 
gainſt Mr. Dugud, was left free to the Preſby: 
© tery of Kirkcaldy, ſince his Call was not found 
© Legal, to do as they found neceſſary. (4*) . 
The Affair is Res Ha@enus Fndicata, by Vertue 


4125 


him a Preſoyterial Admonition, without being Con- 


victed either by Proof or Confeffion. And Lafth, 


that they had Neglected to Advertiſe the other 
Preſbytery's within this Synod, before they entered 
Mr. Dugud on Tryals, in order to his Settlement 
in Burntiſland. And the Preſbytery being heard on 
theſe particulars, they were judged Cenſurable by 


© on Mr. Dugud's Petition, order'd, that no Re 
* ard be had to Surmiſes againſt him, unleſt 
© there were a particular ſubſcribed Libel offer- 
ing to prove the Things fuggeſted. (2) That 
© at the Commiſſion, (to whom the Thing wa 
© referred by the Aſſembly, with the aforeſaid 
© Caution) none compeared to offer or own Pro- 


was order'd to be intimated next General Aſſem- 


* of the Aſſembly their Declaration, That nothing 
* can be good againſt him, without a particular 


ub. 


Wi 


"TT T_T. 
e ſubſcribed Libell; and the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy's 


« taking Tryal hereof, and giving him an ampler 


« Teſtimonial ; and therefore, in this Affair, the Aſ- 
« ſembly are the only Competent Judges, if any 
Thing in the ſaid Affair be left open; and 
© thereupon took Inſtruments and Proteſts for 
Extracts; and he refers himſelf to the Minutes 
of the Aſſembly and Commiſſion for Probation. 

Mr. Alexander Anderſon, in the Preſbytery of 
Cupar, and Mr. James Walker, in the Preſbytery of 


uch as the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy had been Re- 


kavouring, by this Proteſtation, to hinder the 


y 1 Charge, before the Aſſembly's Committee for 
” Wis, hath given greater Cauſe than before of 
® Wipicion, of his being really guilty : Which 
6 enders it the more Neceſſary, there be yet a Le- 


art of the Regiſter, relative to Mr. Dugnd's Af- 


ing 


lar us Innocency: Seeing a general Mention of 


my . 


WS: Andrems, who had been appointed by the 
od, to reviſe the Regiſter of the Preſbztery of 
lirkcaldy, Obſerving that Mr. Dugud's Proteſta- 
ton did inſinuate, That the Remarks brought in 
by them were injurious. to his Character; An- 
ſvered, That the contrary was manifeſt, in as 


uked for the Injury done to Mr. Dagud,"in gi- 
ring him a Judicial Admonition without Proof or 
onfeſſion of any Scandal: And that his en- 


nod from Taking the Orderly and Judicial 
ay to vindicate him from the Scandal laid to 


al and Judicial Tryal of that Matter. So that 
. r. James Curt hbert, Miniſter at Culroſs, added, 
14 hat as the Synod's Fourth Remark on that 


ur, was directly in Favour of Mr. Dugud, fo 
kewiſe were the other Three, upon Suppoſition 


bringing this Affair to a Tryal a. 4 Sentence Ar 


concerned to do it, that Mr. Digud's Proteſts: 


 Dugud's Proteſtation, as being, in its own Na. 
ture, a Declining the dynod, as Judge competent 
in this Affair; which is not Res Hactenus Fu: 


eral Aſſembly, or any other Eccleſtaſtical Conn 
© there is no Libell exhibited againſt him, ſo that 


< there may be an equal Riſk betwixt the Acct 


to Mr, Cuthbert and Mr. Ariderſon their Proteſt: 


The Syndd in the Afternoon had two Diſtind 


K K 


„ 
a Scandal in the Regiſter, whereof there was a Fi. 
ma Clamoſa, an Extra- Judicial and Superficial 
Enquiry thereto, and a leaving him Legally z, 


Unpurged, were the Way to concegl, and not to fÞ th 


declare his Innocency ; and therefore Mr. James 
Cuthbert proteſted, - That the vod is no ways 
precluded from uſing the prope: Methods' for 


thereupon: And that they are fo mucn the more 


tion againſt the Remarks as leſing him, will et 
creaſe the Fama Clamoſa againſt him : And fur. 
ther proteſted, That no Regard be had to Mr 


cata, as he alledgeth, there having been no Le 
gal Tryal and Probation thereof before the G. 


Mr. Bigud adhering to his former Proteftation, 
added, © That he needed no Purgation, ſeeing 


© ſer and Mr. Dugud, conform to the Deſign d 
the Minutes of tie Aſſembly and Commiſſion be. 
« forementioned, by Mr. Dugud in his forefad 
© Proteſtation 3 therefore no Regard can be had 


© ations, And further, Mr. Dugud adds, That no 
© Regard be had to private Surmiſes againſt hint 


in the R. Synod's Judging of his Appeal from: - 


« the K. Presbjtery of Kirkcaldy to them, unleſ ri, 
© there be a formally ſubſcrib'd Libell. ment 


then 


Points 


= CHI 
Points laid before them. viz. The Reference of the 
preſbytery of 1 about his Admijhon to 
Burntiſland, and Mr. 

that Frefbytery, for alledged delay in his Tryals; 
and Mr. Dugad having pleaded that his Appeal 
might be taken in before the Reference : The 
Smod in the firſt place having Cauſed read his 


Appeal with the Reaſons thereof, and the An- 


ſwers of the Freſbytery thereto, The Synod judg- 


ing of the whole, found no ground to Suſtain 


is Appeal, becauſe the Reaſons thereof, were all 
frivolons and Inſufficient to warrant an Appeal. 
For further Satisfaction to all who deſire impar- 
8 
chereto are here Sub oined. 


"WW Reaſons of Mr. Dugud's Appeal from the Preſ- 


hitery of Kirkcaldy. ( 1mo. ) * The Prefbytery, 
WW contrary to the known Practice of this Church, 
did not call Mr. Dugud, and Judicially inti- 


J þ mate his Exegeſs to him, for the Preſbytery was 
V* 2djourned before Mr. Dugud knew when the 


1 
nd 
ad 
lt 
Fn N a Preſbytery : The Preſbytery did not wait for 


5 bim Judicially, the Common head they had pre- 


Wcrib'd him: But an Extrad of their Appoint- 
ment was given to him that ſame Night, which 


the foreſaid Appointment. 
Anſwer, When k 


ind 
int 


ule 


ugud's own Appeal from 


tially to judge of the matter, the Reaſons of the 
Appeal Signed with his own Hand, with Anſwers 


Subject appointed him was, and ſo could not 
have Acceſs to propoſe his Exceptions againſt 
wer, Reaſons fail, ſomething muſt be 
advanced to make a ſhew, there is nothing here 
becoming the dutiful Subjection of a Probationer 


r. Dugud, but ad journed without intimating to 


* then was ſufficient Intimation. And Probationers 
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CD 
uſe not to put in Exceptions againſt the Subjeds F 
preſcribed for their Tryal. »— p 

© 2dly; The Preſbytery delay'd approving 8 
Mr. Dugud's Exegeſis, tho' they would not IN fi 
pf 

1 


particular ly condeſcend on the Reaſons of their 
* ſo doing, but only in general, that they were 
© not Satisfied with the State of the Queſtion. 
| - Anſwer, And was not that Sufficient Reaſon 
of Delay, till Mr. Dugud by defending, in the 
uſual manner, his Theſes on that Head, had 
given further proof of his Knowledge and Or: 


* 


| thodoxy, which was the Deſign of that part of 
_ Iiya ”— 
© 2dly; The Preſbytery approved Mr. Dugud's 
© Exerciſe as a part of his Tryals, yet did not 
call him, and intimate the ſame to him, con- 
© trary to the Practice of this Church. b 


1 © Anſwer, Mr. Dugud was acquainted with the 
| Preſbytry's approving this part of his Tryal, elſe 
| he could not have this for one Reaſon of Appeal: 
t And Mr. Dugud himſelf prevented the Intimation 
. thereof, by an Appeal againſt the Preſytery at 
that very Dyett, before they adzourned, contrary 

to the Duty and Practice of Probationers in the 
Church. EY ET Le 3 
A1t hh; The Freſtytery would not appoint a 
new Tryal to Mr. Dugud, but hath delayed 

© and Shifted the ſame, without Condeſcending 
on Sufficient Reaſons for their ſo doing. 
Anſwer, The Preſbytery did Condeſcend upon 
the Reaſons of their Delay to preſcribe another 
part of Tryal at that time, viz. becauſe they 
could not have time to receive it at their next 
| Dyett of meeting, which was to be imployed in 
VF Prayers 


= 
ooes wits er 


(17) 
Prayers and Privy Cenſures, according to Ap- 
"ointment of the General Aſſembly, 134 the 
Sufficiency of this Reaſon was not to be mea- 
ſured by Mr. Dngud's Judgment, nor was he to 
have more than the uſual Time for his next 
1 ; hy 3 N 
2 bly, The Presbytery defireth Mr. Dugud to 
© reſolve Queſtions they propoſe to him, con- 
© trary to a plain Ad of the 4fſembly, Diſcharg- 
© ing all Presbyteries to ask any other Queſtions 
at Intrants to Churches, but ſuch as are men- 
\ tioned in the ſaid. Act. In all which Points, 
Mr. Dugud thinks himſelf lefed, (fic Subſcribi- 
E ooo, 
Anſw. Mr. Dugud doth either groſly miſtake, 
or miſrepreſent the Tenth A& of the General 
Aſſembly, 1711, which indeed contains the Que- 
ſions to be put to Intrants at their Ordination, 
| when their other Tryals are over; but it doth 
not at all diſcharge Presbytertes to aſk any other 
Queſtions at Probationers, in the Courſe of their 
Tryals, concerning their Knowledge in Divi- 
tity, and Orthodoxy in the Faith, their Piety 
and Senſe of Religion, and their harmleſs Con- 
ſerſation. And Mr. Dugud cannot but know, 
that the Reſolving of Queſtions in Divinity is a 
d bart of the uſual Extemporary Tryals. If Mr. 
azad mean any particular Queſtion put to 
bim by the Presbytery, it's true, they did aſk him, 
on when he paid a Sum of Money fer his Preſen- 
er tation; and they were oblig'd to it, becauſe it 
ey bad been openly aſſerted before them, that Mr. 
xt MDigud himſelf had faid ſo. Which Queſtion Mr. 
in NDigud ſhifted, tho? it be very agreeable to the ||| 
; = Queſtions "I 


ECD 
uſe not to put in Exceptions againſt the Subjeds P 
preſcribed for their Tryal. 0 5 
2 2dly; The Preſbytery delay'd approving 8 
Mr. Dugud's Exegeſis, tho' they would not IN fi 
_ © particularly condeſcend on the Reaſons of their I h: 
* ſo doing, but only in general, that they were I 
© not Satisfied with the State of the Queſtion. 
Anſwer, And was not that Sufficient Reaſon Ml ©1 
of Delay, till Mr. Dugud by defending, in the It 
uſual manner, his Theſes on that Head, had i 
given further proof of his Knowledge and Or: 
thodoxy, which was the Deſign of that part of 
1 : 
© 2dly; The Preſbytery approved Mr. Dugud's 
* Exerciſe as a part of his Tryals, yet did not M 
„call him, and intimate the ſame to him, con- or 
© trary to the Practice of this Church. 4 
Anſwer, Mr. Dugud was acquainted with the MW ſho 
 Preſbytry's approving this part of his Tryal, elſe WM wh 
he could not have this for one Reaſon of Appeal: W not 
And Mr. Dugud himſelf prevented the Intimation MW Qui 
thereof, by an Appeal againſt the Preſbytery at MW Tr) 
that very Dyett, before they adjourned, contrary Init) 
to the Duty and Practice of Probationers in the Mind 
Church. | LS 
' © atthly , The Freſtytery would not appoint a lat 
* new Tryal to Mr. Dugud, but hath delayed art 
© and Shifted the ſame, without Condeſcending MW Day; 
© on Sufficient Reaſons for their ſo doing. FUE 
Anſwer, The Preſbytery did Condeſcend upon hei 
the Reaſons of their Delay to preſcribe another Ftatio 
part of Tryal at that time, viz. becauſe they bad 
could not have time to receive it at their next Dug 
| Dyett of meeting, which was to be imployed in Ong 
Prayers 


„ 

prayers and Privy Cenſures, according to Ap- 
pointment of the General Aſſembly. And the 
Sufficiency of this Reaſon was not to be mea- 
ſured by Mr. Dagud's Judgment, nor was he to 
have more than the uſual Time for his next 

5thly, The Presbytery defireth Mr. Dugud to 
© reſolve Queſtions they propoſe to him, con- 
* trary to a plain Act of the Aſſembly, Diſcharg- 
© ing all Presbyteries to ask any other Queſtions 
'at Intrants to Churches, but ſuch as are men- 
\ tioned in the ſaid Act. In all which Points, 
Mr. Dugud thinks himſelf leſed, (fic Subſcribi- 
tur) William Dugud, — 
Anſw. Mr. Dugud doth either groſly miſtake, 
or miſrepreſent the Tenth Act of the General 
Aſſembly, 1711, which indeed contains the Que- 
ſons to be put to Intrants at their Ordination, 
when their other Tryals are over; but it doth 
not at all diſcharge Presbyteries to aſk any other 
Queſtions at Probationers, in the Courſe of their 
Tryals, concerning their Knowledge in Divi- 
nity, and Orthodoxy in the Faith, their Piety 
and Senſe of Religion, and their harmleſs Con- 
rerſatron. And Mr. Dugud cannot but know, 
hat the Reſolving of Queſtions in Divinity is a 
Part of the uſual Extemporary Tryals. If Mr. 
g Dazad mean any particular Queſtion put to 
bim by the Presbytery, it's true, they did aſk him, 
on hen he paid a Sum of Money 6 his Preſen- 
er tation; and they were oblig'd to it, becauſe it 
ey bad been openly aſſerted before them, that Mr. 
xt NDegud himſelf had faid ſo. Which Queſtion Mr. 
in ND zud ſhifted, tho? it be very agreeable to the 
ers - Queſtions 
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Oueſtions mentioned in the ſaid A, where the 


7th Durſtion is, Have you uſed any undue Methods by 


your ſelves, or others, for Procuring this Call ? 

The Synod having found no ſufficient Ground 
to ſupport Mr. Dugud's Appeal, did, in the next 
Place, call for the Reference of the Preſbytery 
of Kirkcaldy, about Mr. Dugud, (now Pre- 
ſented by Her Ma eſty) his Settlement and 
Admiſſion to the Church of HBurntiſlnd; and 
Conſidering that by the Divine Direction 1 Tim, 
3. 27. He who. is to be admitted into the Office 
of a Biſbop, or Overſeer of the Church, ought to 
be blameleſs, and of good Report; and that by 
the Rules of this Church, he is not only to paſs 
the Tiyal of his Learning and Fitneſs to teach; 
but alſo of his Piety and good Converſation, be- 
fore he is to be Ordained to the Holy Work of 
the Miniſtry ; and having underſtood, that beſide 
the Particular which the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy 


had ſo lightly ſhuffled over, there were now | 


ſtrong Reports ſpread Abroad of Mr. Dugud's 
groſs Immoralities, and ſcandalous Practices - ve- 
ry unbecoming his Character; therefore they 
thought fit regularly to examine into his Lite 
and Converſation. But Conſidering that they 
conld not undertake this at their prefent Meet- 
ing, and being not willing to delay and poſt 
pone the Affair, they refolved to appoint a Con- 
' mittee of their own Number. jor that Purpoſe, 
with a fall Power to determine about Mr. Zu- 
gud's Settlement at Buintiſiand, as, upon a due 
Tryal of his Life and Converſation, they might 
ſe: Cauſe. Mr. Dugud, upon Intimation hereof, 
Reſolving to avoid all Enquiries into his Lite 
| al 
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and Converſation, endeavour'd to put a Stop to 


the Synod's Procedure; and thereupon enter'd an 


Appeal from the Synod to the General Aſſembly 


of the Church of Scotland, which was to Con- 
vene at Edinburgh the laſt Day of April follow- 
ing; and dictated to the Clerk the following 


to each of them. on 

Reaſon 1. This Appeal from the R. Synod of 
Fife, to the General Aſſembly of the Church of 
Scotland, is to teſtify my Regard to the Judica- 
* tories of the Church. a6 

Anſw. If by Regard Mr. Dugud means Con- 
tempt, tho? it be true, yet it's a very odd Reaſon 
of Appeal. It's a Piece of confident Banter for 
Mr. Dugud to pretend to a Regard to the Judica- 
tories of the Church, while he 1s thas Treating 
them. His Regard to the Preſbytery of Kirkcal- 
dy hath been already hinted. The Air of Inſo- 
lence in his whole Deportment teſtify'd his Re- 
card to the Synod to their Faces, and behind 
their Backs, in Company with his Burntiſland 


and Raſcals, and ſwore, BY GOD, be would ne- 
ver call them his Brethren : As Robert Thallan, One 


„ I teltify'd upon Oath. And what Regard he te- 
ſtified to the Supreme Fudicatory of this Church, 


ohen he Appealed therefrom to the Queen and 
„ Parliament, ſhall be afterwards related. 

5 Reaſon 2. For Rejecting his Appeal from the 
N Es — 


Reaſons of this Appeal; the Validity whereof 
may be weighed by the Anſwers here ſubjoined 


Abettors, who were Attending the Synod at that 
Time, he ſaid; The Minifers were a Pack of Rnaves 


of the Magiſtrates of Burnti/land, hath ſince 


ot 
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( 26): | 
« Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, aud the Reaſons thereof, 0 
© to the Reverend Synod. or T7 

Anſw. The Reafons of his former Appeal be. Ir 
b 
t 


Ing already expos'd, do ſufficiently evince the 
Weakneſs of this. IL | 
EKReaſon 3. For not Taking in the Preſbytery's 

© Reference of his Affair, meerly upon pretended 
© Surmiſes againſt him, and untill they ſhall 
© take Tryal thereanent, altho' there be no Libel 
©. or Accuſer, and that Affair being determin'd 
© already by the Aſſembly. „„ 
Anſw. The Synod did take in the Preſbytery's 
Reference, but could not, 1n Conſcience, appoint 
his Ordination to the holy Miniſtry, without an 
Orderly Tryal of his Life and Converſation, 
By the Rules of this Church, a flagrant Report of 
Scandal, tho? there be no other Accuſer, is a 
ſafficient Ground of Tryal ; and his Libel was 
to be given him by the Committee to whom the 
Tryal was to be referred; and in vain doth 
Mr, Dugud plead the Determination of the Ge- Ml wa 
neral 4ſſembly. The Aſſembly, in the peculiar Caſe fit 
thereanent, did appoint the Commiſſionu to proceed in 
in Judging the Competing Calls of Burntiſland, if N ou! 
no Accuſer appear'd before them againſt Mr. the 
': .Dugud. But it was not the Mind of the General | 
Alſſemnbiy, that Mr. Dugud ſhould be exempted 
from all other Tryals of that very Scandal before 
all other Judicatories of the Church; neither did 
that Commiſion underſtand it fo, for they recom- 
mended to the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy to take 
Tryal of that fame Scandal. And further, 
there were not meerly pretended Surmiſes, but 
flagrant Reports of other Scandals paſling 175 
| . 


—— 


Fil 


Mr. Dugnd, which that General Aſſembly had 


never heard of, and which were afterwards ve- 


rified by the Depoſitions of Habile and Credi- 
ble Witneſſes, Neither is it to be ſuppos'd, that 
the General Aſſembly would diſpenſe with the 


Eſtabliſhed Order of the Church in Favour of 


Mr. Dugud; as if (of all the Probationers in 


Scotland) he alone, in all Time Coming, and for 
all Scandals, was to be Try'd in a Singular 
Way, not upon any Fama Clamoſa, or flagrant 


Report, but upon an Acculer's Subſcribing a 


Libel againſt him. 


Reaſon 4. Mr. Dugud having a Legal Pre- 
* ſentation, in his Favour, from the Queen's Ma- 


ey, with the Conſent and Adherence of the 
* Magiſtrates, Town-Council, Heretors, and Elders 
of the Town and Paroch of Burntiſiind. All 
which are rejected by the Syned, without Con- 


* deſcending upon any juſt Ground. 


was ſaid on the former; but Mr. Digud thought 
fit to add this, in Complyance with his Abettors 
in Burntiſland, who, a little before, had Offici- 


them to the Parliament, on Pretence of their 


as ſufficiently anſwer'd at that Time by a Mem- 
ber in a Comnter-Proteſtation. The Synod did not 
reject Her Majeſty's Preſentation, neither was 
there Occaſion of Moving any Queſtion about 


e Tit; but the Queſtion was, Whether Mr, Dugud, ' 
„ Jonder a Fame of groſs Immoralities, ſhould un- 
t dergo a fair Tryal of his good Life aud blamee - 
lels Converſation, before they determined him 


B 3 to 


5 The Falihood of this appears by what 


ouſly interrupted the Synod, by an Appeal from 


Rejecting their Queen's Preſentation, which was 
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to be ordained a Miniſter of Purntiſland. The 


Syncd were apprized of Her Majeſty's declared 
good Intentions, to have vacant Churches ſup. 
ply'd with bious and Faithful Miniſters; and 


that it could not be acceptable to admit a ſcan- 


dalons Miniſter to Burntiſland, tho' a Preſenta- 


tion had been procured in his Favour. But Mr. 


Dugud did palpably abuſe and miſtake Her Ma. 
zeſly's Preſentation, when thereby he endeavour'd 


to Screen himſelf from a Fair and Orderly 


Trial of his Life and Practice. And Mr, 


Drgud ſeems to have taken Incouragement to go 
on in his Licentiqus Courſes, from his having 


obtained Her Majeſty's Preſentation. For ha- 
ving upon a Sundays Evening after Sermon, 
attempted the Modeſty of one Mrs. Monbray a 
Widow Gentlewoman, it was ſaid to him, Sureh 


Ar. Dugꝑud you have given over all thoughts of the 


Miniſtiy, when you are Guilty of ſuch things : . To 
which he anſwered, I Laugh at all theſe things, 


for mow TI have the Queens Letters, The 


Truth of this Mrs. Monbray hath declared upon 


Solemn Oath, being called thereto by order of 
the R. Preſbytery of Edinburgh, Ty 


The Syncd being Satisfied that they had given 


no juſt Gronnds for Mr. Duguds Appealing ; and 


Perceiving his Deſign and Endeavour was to 
prevent all Enquiries into his Scandals ; did not- 
withſtanding Purſue their former Reſolntion, and 
Appointed a Committee of their own Number, 
with Power to receive Informations, and to 
form a Libell or Libells upon the Fama Clam:z/a, 
of Mr. Dugnds Scandalous Practices, and to 
deliver the ſame to him to ſee, Ane, ta 


— 
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Cite Witneſſes to make Faith thereupon, and to 


{hall have brought this Tryal to an Iſſue, that 
then they Judge and determine in the Reference 
of the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy about his Ordination 


to the Miniſtry and Admifſion to the Kir, of 


Burntiſland. And they ordered their firſt Meetin 


8 
to be at Kirkcaldy on the laſt Tueſday of May then 


Enſuing; that they might know, if the inter- 
vening General #ſſembly ſhould ſee fit to give 


any further Inſtructions, or make any Altera- 


tions in this their Appointment. 

Mr. Dugud being reſolv'd to carry on his 
Deſign of Inſulting the Judicatories of this 
Church, brought his Appeal from the Synod of 
Fife, before the General Aſſembly, which on 
May the 7th, 1713. was Received and Read. 
The General ſſembly Conſidering that they had 
ſeveral other Weighty Affairs before them, did 
refer this Appeal, and Mr. Dugud's whole Af— 


fair intire to their Commiſſion, to be judged by 
them at their firſt Meeting after the Cloſe of the 


General Aſſembly, Hereupon Mr. Dugud having 
quitted all Obligationgy of Subjection, and Re- 
gard, even to the Supreme Fudicatory of this 
urch, did in a moſt Inſolent manner, in the 
Face of Her Majeſty's High Commiſtoner, proteſt 
gainſt the General Aſſembly, and gave in Judr- 
cally a Paper containing Reatons of his 


Froteſtation, © That the Aſſembly rejected his 
* 141d Appeal, without Condeſcending upon any 
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© juſt Ground, that they affirm the Sentence of 


* the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, and Synod of Fife 
* againſt bim; and that the Aſſembly oppos'd 


© only Her Majeſty's Preſentation, and there- 


fore Appealing to Queen and Parliament, as 


© the ſaid Written Proteſtation more fully Ex- 
wh | 


Never was any Probationer Guilty of a more 


Inſolent Practice, to Support a Bad Cauſe, he 


endeavours to make Lies his Refuge, and to Cover 
himſelf under Falſhood; which is fo very Pal. 
pable, that it can do him no Service. For all 
the Reaſons he has urg'd, are but ſo many Noto- 
rious Calumnies and Falſhood's. As to the Firſt, 


That the Aſſembly rejected bis Appeal: Here 


is Impudence beyond Expreſſion. Mr. Dugud 
telleth the Aſſembly that they had Rejected his 
Appeal ; when the very Minute before they had 
openly told and Intimated to him, that they 


referr'd his Appeal to their Commiſſion. 


The Second, That the Aſſembly affirmed the 


Sentences of the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, and 


Synod of Fife againff him, is alſo Manifeſtly 


Falſe: For Mr. Dugud knew very well, that the 


Aſſembly had neither affirmed, or confirmed, any 
Sentence againſt him; but (as was Intimated 
unto him) had referr'd his Affair intirely to their 
Commiſion. Beſides it's evident, from the matter 
of Fact above related, that neither the Preſbytery, 


nor Synod had Pronounced any Sentence againſt 


him, having only appointed a Trial of the 


Scandals he was reported to be Guilty of. His 


Third Reaſon is as Falſe as the Former, viz. 
That the Aſſembly oppos'd only Her Majeſty's 
EDM 1 VNN N Preſentation, 
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Preſentation. The Reſolve of the Synod of 
Fife, to enquire into Mr. Dngud's Practice, was 


by him Accounted a Rejecting of Her Majeſty's 
Preſentation, and now the Aſſembly's referring 


the Affair to their Commrſton, he ſays, is only to 


oppoſe it. But there is a Plain Difference be- 


twixt Rejecting and Oppoſing a Preſentation, 
and an orderly Trial of the Requiſite Qualifi- 
cations, and Blameleſs Life of the Perſon pre- 


' ſented. This is not only allowed by Law, but 


agreeable to the Divine Rule, and the Duty of 


all Chriſtian Churches. And the Honour of our 


Holy Religion requires that Miniſters be of 
good Report, by whomſoever they be Preſented 


to Churches: Seeing a Prophane Clergy 


would be the Ruin of Chriſtianity, and where- 
by Atheifls are encourag'd in their Infidelity. 
The General Aſſembly having Conſider d Mr. 
Dugud's moſt inſolent and undutiful Carriage 


towards the Supreme Judicatory of this Church, 


and the notorious and impudent Falſhoods ex- 
preſs'd in his Proteſtation, thought fit to Teſtifie 
their Diſapprobation thereof; and therefore 


declared his Licenſe, as a Probationer, Void and 
Null, and fo diſcharg d him from Preaching : 


Ordering this Cenſure to be duly Inti- 


mated. After this the General Aſſembly 
cauſed a Memorial to be drawn of Mr.«Dugud's 


Caſe and Carriage, which they Humbly offer'd 
to his Grace the Duke of Athol, Her Majeſties 
High Commiſſioner to this Aſſembly, to be laid 
before Her Majeſty, which His Grace was pleaſed 
kindly to undertake. _ 3 

The Commiſion conven'd after the denn. 
0 


(26) : 


of the 4ſjembly, and took into Conſideration Mr; 
Dugud's Appeal, from the Synod of Fife to the 


General Aſſembly, according to the Reference 


made to them by the Aſſembly. They order'd 


Mr. Dugud to be call'd, but he appear d not, to 


inſiſt upon his Appeal to have it judged and 


diſcuſſed. And therefore by the Order of this 
Church, his Appeal became void and tallen, and 
herein Mr. Dugud acted conſiſtently with what 
he Lad done before the Aſſembly; for having 
proteſted againſt them, and declin'd their Autho- 
rity, he thought himſelf not oblig'd to own that 
of their Commiſſion, by compearing before them. 
Mr. Dugud, to give further Teſtimony of his 
Regard to the Judicatories of this Church, reſolves 
to add thereto the Contempt of Civil Authority, by 


violating the Laws made for Securing the Rights, 
and Privileges of the Church. For the next Lord's 


Day, after the General 4ſſembly had depriv'd him 
of his Licenſe to Preach, he invades the Church of 
Burutiſland; and tho' two of the Magiſtrates of 


the Town did intimate to him the Sentence of the. 


Aſſembly, Diſcharging him from Preaching, and 


deliver'd to him an Authentic Extract thereof, yet 


he Preached in the Church, by the Favour of a 
Part of the M:b, whom he had Cull'd into his 


Intereſt. And when the Preſbytery ſent Miniſters 


to Preach in the Church, and to Intimate the 
Sentence of the Aſſembly againſt Mr. Dugud; 
this Mob was employ'd violently to ſtop 
their Entrance, either into the Church or the 
Town. Thus Mr. Dugud continued his Intruſion 
for Six or Seven Months, until he Was called 
$ 
. 


before the Lord Juſtice Generall, and the Lord 
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of Juſticiary, who finding Mr. Dugud Guilty of In | 
truſion in the Church of Burntiſland, did Commit It 
him to Goal, till he gave Security not to Preach (ll 
any more there, unleſs he ſhall recover his Li- j 
cenſe from the Church. „„ 
On the laſt Tusſday of May, 1713, the Com- 1 
mittee of the Synod of Fife, in order to examine 
into Mr. Dugud's Practice and Converſation, 
met within the Church of Kirkcaldy, according to bl 
the Appointment of the Synod ; And finding that 
the Intervening General Aſſembly had made no 
Alteration in the Affair before the Committee, but 
had referred Mr. Dugnd's Appeal and whole 
Proceſs intirely to their Commiſton, where, through 
Mr. Dugud's not compearing either by himſelf, or 
Proxy, to purſue his Appeal, and inſiſt in his 
Proceſs, againſt the Synod of Fife, his ſaid Appeal 
was dropt and became Void; and fo the Remora, 
whereby Mr. Dugud endeavour'd to ſtop the In- 
quiry into his Practice and Behaviour being re- 
moved, the Committee reſolved to Proceed ac- 
cording to the Inſtructions and Powers Commit- 
ted to them by the Synod. And that Mr. Dugud 
might have no cauſe to complain of any unfair 
and 1rregular Procedure, they appointed a Li- 
is bell to be drawn up according to the ſeveral l 
s Articles of Information they had received againſt - ||| 
1e bim. And becauſe Mr, Dꝛgud was not preſent, they 
; ordered him to be Cited to compear before them 
pon the Firſt Day of Fuly enſuing, that then he 
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ne might receive his Libell, and have Competent 
on time to anſwer the fame; and if in his anſwers it; 
el be ſhall deny Matter of Fact, that then he maxx | 


ds have a Lift given him of the Names of the' | 
of 5 Witneſſes, il 


1 ; — p . ,⏑— f 


Witneſſes, who are to be called to give Evidence, 


that ſo Mr. Dugud might offer his juſt Exceptions 


againſt them, if he hath any. 15 
Accordingly Mr. Dugud being cited, did on the 
Firſt of Fuly, compear before the Committee, 


then convened in the Church of Kirkcaldy, where 
they Cauſed to be read and deliver d to him a 
Libell containing ſome of the Articles alledg'd 
againſt him, and acquainted him that they had 
Information of ſome other Articles. Theſe 
were to be deliver'd to him afterwards, when 
they were extended in Mundo. Mr. Dugud deſired 
2 Liſt of the Witneſſes who were to prove his 
Libel), and to know the time when he was to 
give his Anſwers. To which the Committee re- 
ply'd, that they allowed him to the 29th Currant 
to prepare his anſwers; and if thereby it ſhall 
appear needful to lead Probation by Witneſſes, 


he ſhall then have a Liſt of their Names. 


Here Mr. Dugud ſeemed to have relented from 


his former Infolence, and become willing to 


ſubmit to a Tryal; but we ſhall find him 
quickly returning to his former Temper, and as 
Averſe from Inquiry in his Converſation as ever, 

Upon July 29th, Mr. Dugud compeared again 
before the Committee, and being deſired to give 
in his Anſwers, He reprefented that the Commit- 
tee having told him at their laſt Meeting they 


were deſign'd to give him an Addition Libel], he 


deſired to have that alſo. that he might give in 


his anſwers to both at the ſame time, and that 
he might have a Liſt of the Witnell:s 


Names, and Deſignations. To which the Com- 


mittee anſwered, that his Additional Libell was 
| ul 


1 —— —— — — — 
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in Readineſs, to which, with the former, they 111 
appoint him to give in his Anſwers on Munday | 
the 28th of September next. At which time, if 
by his anſwers they found, there ſhall be any 
occaſion for Witneſſes, he then ſhall have a Liſt” 


of their Names. Herenpon the Additional Li- 
bell was Read, and delivered to him. 


Here follows the Subſtance of both theſe 
JJ 


Information ard Libel againſt Mr. 
William Dugud, late Preacher of 
the Goſpel, deliver d to him by the 
Committee of the Synod of Fife, ae 
| Kirkcaldy, July 1ſt Anno 1713. 9 


Were all who profeſs the Name of Jeſus i 
_ *Chrift, and particularly ſuch as ſet out 
for the Holy Miniſtry, ought to be of a Chriftian 
Tender Converfation, and of good Report: 
Let it's commonly and credibly Reported, 
1 WF That Mr. Villiam Dugud, late Preacher of the 
e W Goſpel in the Bounds of the Preſbytery of Kirk- 


- I caldy, is guilty of divers groſs Scandals, ſome 41 
/ I whereof are theſe following, (The Committee Will 
e I referring others to an Additional Libel.) . 
n ©. At a publick Hunting at Blair of Athol, |} 
it in Auno 1710, Auguſt 20th, or about that Time, i fl 
be was guilty of great Levity in Dancing over 1 
the Sword in a publick Company, tho' on Fuly ly! 
- the 27th preceding, he was Licenſed to * ly 

* the ih 


£% 


© from Burntiſland, after his Preaching there, to 


© which place he came to Paddock-Hall, betwixt 


_ © ſeen very Drunk. 


© the Synod were a Pack of damn'd Villains and 


© Raſcals; and alſo at that Time he was very 
© Drunk. „ 


was Meeting, the ſaid Mr. Digud being in Com- 


(ſaid he, in a Scoffing Manner) I will tell you, 


* ; 
ED (30) 
© the Goſpel by the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, as their 
© Records teſtify. And thereafter, on another 
© Day of the ſame Month, and Year, at Dunkel- 
© den, he was guilty of. groſs Drunkeneſs, ſo that 
© he di did bite the Glaſs and made his Mouth 
©to Bleed. 5 „ 

2. Upon March 22d, 1710, the Night after 
© the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy had Examined him 
© in his Extemporary Trials, and preſcribed him 
© a Text for a Homily, he was very Drunk in 
© the Houſe of Bailift Fobn Greig in Linkton of 
© Airkcaldye 
3. © On Sabbath, May 24th 1713, he Travelled 


© Pitteuchar, where he was ſeen very Drunk, from 


the Hours of Twelve at Night, and Two of the 
Clock Monday Morning, where alſo he was 


4. On April the ↄth, or about that Time, 4m 
1713, at Dunfermlin, while the Synod was meet- 
ing there, he did ſwear, That the Miniſters f 


5. About the ſame Time, while the Syn 


* pany with ſome others, and ſeeing a Young 
© Man Walking alone in the KAzkyard, who 
© looked Grave and Thoughtful, aſked his Com- 
* pany, What may that Toung-Man be Thinking 
*upon © Who ſaid, They could not tell. Then, 


F 
He 


(31) 
6. He was guilty of Lying and Prevarica” 
«© ting, in that having obtain d a Bill from Mr. 
© Thomas Ruſſell, Collector of the 20 Ms. due to 
© P,obationers within the Bounds of the Preſby- 
© tery of Azrkcaldy, on Charles Hay Factor to the 
© Earl of Leven, for ſome 20 ls. reſting by the 
© Paroch of Markinch, for his Preaching there, he 
© promiſed to the ſaid Mr. Ruſſell, never to trou- 
© ble him more about the laid 20 Ms by Return- 
eing on him, (thro' that Bill) for Payment there- 
' of ; but that he would obtain his Money thro! 
(Mr. Dixon, Miniſter at Markinch his Intereſt 
with the aforeſaid Charles Hay, on whom the 
(Bill was drawn: Tet he deliver d that Bill 
eto David Malcolm, Writer in Kirkcaldy, Order- 
{ing him to get Payment thereof from the ſaid 
Charles Hay, or to return on tlie Drawer of the 
(Bill. And thereafter the Collector aforeſaid 
(being charged with Hornig at Mr. Dugud's 
Inſtance, when on Fanuary the 30th, 1713, Mr. 
Ruſſell, Collector aforeſaid, challenged him for 
(Charging him with Hornivg contrary to his 
'Pronnſe at Getting the Bill: Mr. Dngud an- 
ſwer'd, He bad given David Malcolm no Orders 
to trouble him about that Bill. Aud again the 
eme Day when David /lalcolm challenged him, 
m. for his Denying he gave Orders to trouble 
no the Collector aforeſaid abont the Bill, he ac- 
ho knowledged he gave David Malcolm Orders to 
m- return on the Collector; but that he then be- 
ing boved to have Money, _ 
en, 1 7. Tho Mr. Prugud Solemnly owned and 
on, acknowledged before the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, 
on July the 27th, 1710, when he was Licenſed 


C32) 


to preach the Goſpel, the Preſbyterian Church Go. 


* vernment by Kirk. Seſions, Preſbyterys, Synods, and 


General Aſſemblies to be the only Government, 


* agreeable to the word of God; and in like man. 


ner proinis'd to Maintain the ſame to the utmoſt 


* of his Power, to follow no Diviſive Courſes, 


© and to be Snhje& to the Judicatories of this 


* Church: Yet when the General Aſſembly had 
* moſt Unanimonſly declared his Licenſe void 
© and null, for the Inſolence he ſhewed before 


them, he, in High Contempt of their Autho- 
© rity, hath continued ever ſince, in a moſt 
* diſorderly manner, to Preach in the Church of 
_ © Burntiſland, tho Archibald Angus, and Robert 
© Thallane two of the Magiſtrates there, did inti- 


© mate unto him the 4ſſembly's Sentence, and there. 


© upon diſcharg'd him from Preaching there. Yea 


© particularly upon Sabbath May the 1oth, 1513, 


© when the Preſbytery hack appointed Mr. Johr 


© Meldrum, to Supply that Vacancy for that Day, 
And on Sabbath May 17th, when the Pre/byter 
had appointed Mr. James Williamſon to Preach 


in that Vacancy, he, the ſaid Mr. Dugud 


© Preached there. In regard of which Scaffdal, 


_ * aforeſaid, Mr. Dzgud ought not only to be de. 
© barr'd from the Holy Miniſtry in time com- 
ing, but alſo to have ſuch further Church 


Cenſure inflicted on him, as ſuch groſs Scan- 
dals, (if made evident) do deſerve, to the 


Glory of God, Mr. Dngud's own Edification, 


* and the Terror of others, that they commit not 
* the like in time coming. = 


Additional | 


Ry 
Additional Libel againſt Mr. William 
Dugud, late Preacher of the Goſpel, 
delivered to him by the Committee 
of the Synod of Fyte at Kirkcaldy, 
July the 29th, 1713. 


1. © IN the Spring time, Auno 1710, Mr. Dugud 
happening ſome Nights to Lodge with Mr. 

© Andrew Baxter, Chaplain to the Laird of Cavers 

© Kerr, in the Houſe of Mrs. Moubray, Reli& to 

George Moubray, Merchant, Burgeſs of Edin- 

bugb, he frequently Drank fo much that he 


- WW * Vomited again, being the greateſt part of four 

2 pints of Ale, i. e. Erght Engliſh Quart.. And | 
„ © likewiſe one Night in the ſame Houſe, after lf 
u © Mrs. Moubray had taken her leave of him 11 
J. Land Mr. Baxter, the ſaid Mrs. Monbray was . 
1) again called in to them, where Mr. Dugud was W 
ch ſtanding in the Bed Stark Naked; upon 1 
which ſhe run Back, and Cried out, ſhe thought bl: 
m the Devil was in the Man. But Mr. Dugud folk 
de. lowed her, and took her hold by her Cloaths, Il, 
m. to. keep her, yet ſhe got away from him. Alſo | 
ch about twelve Months ago, the ſaid Mr. Dugud |, 
an: came to the ſame Mrs. Moubray in the Street, || 


the upon the Lord's-Day, immediately after Ser- 
mon, and followed her to her Room in Mrs. 
' Roſs's Houſe, where after Sitting a little 
with her he ſhut a Window that was open, 1 
"and to her Sur prize threw her on the Bed. | 
nal and put his Hand under her Cloaths, upon | 
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Maid, when ſhe came that Night to take away 


A e 


* he catched hold of her, and Struggled with her 


of Burntiſland, Mr. Dugud, in a Debate be. 
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© bly's Committee for Bills, in May 1) 1 2, that the High- 
land Hunting, on occaſion whereof he was at Blair 
© of Athol, and Dunkelden, was before entring up- 
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which ſhe immediately cried out, and geting up 

* ſhe ſaw his Nakedneſs expos d; upon which ſhe fl 

* called her Landlady, who came into the Room 

and ſtay d with her till Mr. Dngud was gone. 
2. Upon September the 29th 1710, being the 


Friday before the Adminiſtration of the Sacra. | © 


ment of the Lord's Supper in South-Leith, at 
* that time Mr. Dugud was all Night in the 
* Houſeof Nicoll Maſon Skipper in Leith, where hy 
was ſeen Drunk. And that ſame Night he ſpoke 
* and behaved very Indecently to Mrs. Maſoy, 
* Spouſe to the ſaid Nicoll Maſon, and alſo was 
* extreamly Rude to nne Fairbom, her Servant 


* his Shoes, or Candle, in that, being a Bed 


* to pull her to him. 
3. Upon a Sabbath day in April 1713, in 
© the Houſe of the Laird of Grange in the Paroch 


© tween him, and Mr. Archibald Campbell Miniſte 
at Veem, Pleaded the Lawfulneſsof taking mo. 
Fey from the Devil. 7, 

4. © The ſaid Mr. Dugud is Guilty of Lying ani 
© Prevaricating, in that he ſaid, before the Aſſen. 


© on Trial. or before he was Licenſed by the 
* Preſoytery of Kirkcoldy,while yet it happened not 
till after he was Licenſed. Alſo he aſſerted 
© before the Syncd at Dumferlixg, in April 1713, 
that the whole Pariſh of  Purntiſland were for | 
© him in that Competition betwixt him and Mr.. L 
1 | 5 Are ſtin, 


*(35) 


Areſtiu, excepting Seven or Eight Perſons. 


whereas on Calculation made, as to both their 
Calls, the Preſbytery found Fifteen for each of 


them. 3 . 

5. Alſo about twelve Months ago, in the 
Bowling Green, belonging to George Lendie, in 
Linton, Mr. Dugad (being in Company of Cap- 
* tain James Jeffery, James Brymer, in Kirkcaldy, 


© Saturday Afternoon, in George Londie's Houſe in 


thereafter to Baylif George Greig's Houſe there, 
* and continn'd Drinking with the · Laird of Gla/- 
nond, David Weemys of Pitkenme, Villiam Adam 


x-M © bath Morning. Yea, when ſome of the Com- 
te WW pany propos d their going away, in regard it 


20 was late, Mr. Dugud ſaid, Sutors and Taylors 
counted Hours, but they were a Merry Company and 

nl Wl vould take a further Glaſs. 

a. Mr. Dugud having receiv'd both theſe Libels 


lar I Sen d by the Clark of the Committee, uſed divers 


up- Hifts to divert the Trial, and proteſted againſt 


the the Committee, Firſt, That the two Libells given 
not him were not Snbſcribed by any Perſon taking 


rted I upon him to prove the ſame, under an equal 


71% Riſk; and therefore Illegal, Void and Null 
for Not themſelves. Secondly, For not allowing Mr. 
Mr. Duzad a L iſt of Witneſſes Names, and Deſig- 


and others) did Curſe and Swear, ſaying, By 
God it is my Bowl, when one Bowl ſtruck upon 


6. Mr. Dugud, ſince he was a Preacher, ha - 
\ ving been with Company, Drinking upon a 


Linłton, till Nine of the Clock that Night, went 


* Maſon, and others, till one of the Clock Sab- 
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nations conform to uſe. Third, For protracting 
© ſo long a time as September, the 28th, for anſwer- 
© ing the Libel, is nothing but a Shift and Di- 
© Iature, on deſign to make his Congregation | | 
* Deſert him, and Diſcourage Mr. Dugud in his | 

| * Miniſtry there. = | Os 
if Unto this, Anſwer was made by Mr. Jane 
'' , Nairn, one of the Committee, that Mr. Dugud's 
Proteſtation is groundlefs, and no Regard to be 
had thereto in Reſpect, Firf, that Church Judi. 
| catories, by the conſtant Rules and Practice of 
this Church, and N the Form of Procels 
Eſtabliſh'd by the General Aſſembly in 1707, ma 
proceed to Libell Perſons on a Fama Clamoſa, 
without Subſcribing an Accuſer. Secondly, Becauſe 
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tis Committee hath not refus'd to give him the 
1 Names and Deſignations of Witneſſes, when he Mt 
i ſhall have given in his Anfwers to both Libells MW! 
and that it appears by his Denial that ther Mt 
hall be need of them, which is the uſual ant! 
proper Seaſon for it. „ 
1 Thirdly, This Dilature is not occaſion'd by t is 
i} Committee, but by Mr. Dugad himſelf, Craving: Fi 
il. Delay in anſwering the Firſt Libell, till he ſhoul U 
! receivethe Additional; whereas the Committee, a R. 


4 their former Meeting, required him to give il 
his Anſwers thereto this Day. Fourthly, Wheres 
Mr. Dugud hen that the Committee's Dilatur 


ll is on Deſign to! en him in the Exerciſe 5 
4 his Miniſtry, and to make his People deſert him 


1 We know. no Miniſterial Relation he hath to the 
Pariſh of Burntiſland, or any other; and know 
no Right he hath to Preach the Goſpel there, 0 
any where elſe, but look upon him as an op- 

an 


__ | — 


-nd ſcandalous Intruder, the General Aſemb) 


having declared his Licenſe to be Void and Null, 


and diſcharg'd him from Preaching there or any 


here elſe. And with reſpe& to Mr. Dugud 's 
firſt Reaſon, He added, that if Church Judicatories 
were always . to have an Accuſer Sub- 

ſcribing his Libel againſt all Perſons in Pro- 
ceſſes of Scandal, then, tho' the Fama Clamoſa 
was never ſo Flagrant, there could be but 
few Proceſſes of Scandal againſt any Perſon, nor 


f Wl Grofleſt Scandals laid to his Charge, by the moſt 
kx MWFlagrant Fame. 'Whereupon he proteſted, that 
y the Committee do not ſtop Proceſs upon Mr. 
* Drgnd's groundleſs Proteſtation. 


Thereafter Mr. Dngud reply'd © That but Pre- 
be judice to all former Inſtruments and Appeals, 
de but adhering thereto; he further proteſted, No 
le Regard might be had to Mr. Nairn's Proteſta- 
en tion, eſpecially to the third Article thereof; 


mae the Appointment of the Day for anſwer being 
' only the Committee's Deed, and fo the Dilature 


is not Mr. Dvgud's Fault. And in anſwer to the 
Fourth Article of Mr. Nairn's Proteſtation : Mr. 
Dugud looks upon himſelf to have a ſufficient 
Right to Preach, and be Miniſter of Burnti- 
e ind, and that by Virtue of his Licenſe, and 
rea ample Teſtimonial from the Preſbytery of Kirk- 
atureſ caldy, and by Virtue of Her Majeſty's Preſentation 
in his Favour. And tho! it be alledg'd, that the 
bim 4embl hath declared Mr. Dugud's Licenſe 


0 tle Void and Null, yet, Firſt, The fame was never 
knowl legally intimated to him. Secondly, Neither was 
e, of vir, Dugud cited, nor had occaſion to anſwer 


C 3 , for 


r ...... 


could any Perſon be 1 adicially Vindicated of the 


— — 


„„ 
for himſelf, therefore the Sentence of the 4 
ſemöly is Void and Null. Thirdly, The Ground of 
© the Aſſembly's Sentence was no Fault of Mr, 
|: * Dugnd, being only proteſting to Queen and 
it * Parliament againſt the Aſſembly in the Matter 
i ol Civil Right, and therefore he is no Scandz i 
4 * Jous Intruder, as is alledg' d. IF has 
To which Mr. Nats -aflherin 


to his former 
| © Proteſtation, duplyed: Firſt, That Mr. Dugi 
1 craving the Delay of Anfwering the firſt Libe 
5 until he ſhould get the Second, and the Committe 
i granting the ſame at his deſire, he hath no reaſon 
it to complain of it. As to the Appointment d 
the Day made by the Committee, the Membes 
5 thereof lying at a Diſtance from this place cout 
not have the time of Meeting ſocner, eſpecial} 
at this Seaſon, when Miniſters are otherwiſe in 
ploy'd in their Congregations. Secondly, The fai 
Mr. Dugud hath never offered to anſwer his Lib 
as yet, tho? required to do it this Day, where 
ne is in Mora. Thirdly, The General Aſſembly upi 
good Grounds declared Mr. Dugud's Licenſe Va 
und Null, he having declined their Authorit 
and appeal'd to a Judicatory not Competi 
in a Cauſe purely Eccleſiaſtical; when ti 
Aſſembly had done him no wrong, but referred! 
Cauſe entire to their Commiſion. Fourthly, Thi 
there hath been Sufficient and Legal Intimatid 
made to Mr. Dugud of the Aſſembly's Sentence, 
Archibald Angus and Robert Thallane, two of f 
Magiſtrates of Burntiſland, and that before Vi 
neſſes, and alſo by this Committee, his Contuma 
to Church Judicatories being one of the form 
Articles of the Libels at the former Meeting gt 
tc him. And ſo he hath no grounds to pret# 
a Ignoraſ 
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Ignorance in this matter; yea, the Sentence of the 


Aſſembly wasby their appointment intimated from 


all the Pulpits in the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, except 


that of BurrtiZand, to which the Miniſters could 


not have Acceſs, becauſe of the Mob raiſed a- 


gainſt them there. 5 1 
The Committee reſolv'd to proceed, notwith- 

ſtanding all Mr. Dugud's Shifts, and Summon'd 

him, apud Aa, to give in his anſwers to his 


Libels, at the time aſſigned. 15 


On September the 28th, 1713, Mr. Dugud com- 
peared before the Committee, and being reſolv d 
not to ſtand his Trial by a Probation of Wit- 
neſſes, but to withdraw himſelf from all further 


Subjection and Attendance, thought fit to decline 


the Authority of the Synod and their Committee, 
and gave in a Sign'd Paper, Intituled, Anſwers 
for Mr. William Dugud, Preacher of the Goſpel, 
* to the pretended Libels raiſed by the Synod of 
* Fyfe and their Committee, containing a Declina- 
* ture, And becauſe this Paper contains the Sub- 


ſtance of Mr. Dagud's Pleadings, it's thought 


proper to infert it entire, and 1s as follows, 


28th of September, 1713, Foraſmuch as there are 


two pretended Libels rais'd and mov'd againſt 
me, by the Synod of Fyfe and this their Commit- 


tee, containing ſeveral Malicious and Falſe Ac- 
culatigns againſt me, whereunto, albeit, I need 


make no other anſwer : But that any thing there- 
in that ſeems to be of Moment is groſsly Falſe 
and Calumnious, raiſed and intended of purpoſe 


to Blaſt my Reputation, and Diſcourage my Mi- 
viltry in Burntiſland, whereto God in his Provi- 
gence, and Her Majeſty by Her Letters of Pre- 

| C4 ſentation, 
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ſentation, together with the concurrent Approba- 


— —— (— — — - r 
* 


tion of the Magiſtrates, Town Council, and 
Remanent Inhabitants of ' Burntiſland, and of the 
Generality of the Heretors and other Pariſhioners 
thereof, have been pleas'd to call me; and 
that in Evidence of the Calumniouſneſs of thoſe 


Libels, there is no Perſon who has hitherto had 


the Confidence to own himſelf as ay Accuſer, by 
Subſcribing Libel, or Information, leſt otherways 


he might be juſtly purſued for the ſame, and 


Branded with that Epithet of Satan, a 
ry cap»; Yet in Profecution of my former 
Appeal from the Synod of Fyfe (for appointing 
this Committee) to the General Aſſembly, and from 
them to Queen and Parliament, I think my ſelf 


_ oblig'd to Decline, as I hereby do Decline this 


Committee, as an Incompetent Fudicatory in the pre- 
ſent Caſe, in fo far as Fir, The Preſbjtery of Kirk- 
caldy having on December the 25th, 1712, referr'd 
my Admiſſion on Her Majefty's Preſentation to the 
Synod of Fyfe, and yet notwithſtanding having 


proceeded in my Trials, they, on purpoſe to in. 


ſnare me, gave me a Controverted Theme de Furt 
Patronatus in Ecclefia Dei : But becauſe I did not 


in Termims diſapprove Her Majeſty's Right of 


Preſentation, they did not approve of the ſaid 
Trial, and, notwithſtanding, having thereafter 
aſſign'd me another Trial tho' they approv'd 
thereof, yet they ſtopped to proceed, and ap. 

int me any other Trial. Whereupon I appeal d 
to the Synod of Fyfe, which Reference and 


Appeal being brought before the Hod of Fs 


at Dunfernlin in April laſt, they moſt unjuſtly 
refuſed to conſider the ſaid Appeal or Reference 


anent ; 


Fw GS 
anent my Admiſſion upon Her Majeſty's Preſen- 


Suggeſtions made againſt me, and Cenſured the 
| Preſhytery for having given me a Teſtimonial of 
my Innocence, and appointed this Committee to 


| which moſt unjuſt Sentence I proteſted, and ap- 
peal'd to the General Aſſembly for ſeveral Reaſons, 
and eſpecially for the laying aſide the Synod's Ap- 


| Her Majeſlys Preſentation, and appointing this 
Committee to take Trial of Groundleſs Suggeſtions 
| and Surmiſes, contrary to the Sentiment of 
the Preceding General Aſſembly, who at diſcuſſin 


e- W they would not regard Suggeſtions or Surmiſes 
. WW 22ainſt me; and notwithſtanding that the Preſby- 
d IM toy of Kirkcaldy, upon Enquiry made into the 
ne fſaid Suggeſtions, found them either of no Moment, 
or Falſe, and thereupon gave me an ample Teſti- 


n- monial of my Innocence. And at the Diſcuſſing. 
of the ſaid Appeal before the 4ſembly, their Com- 


| mittee of Bills by their Remit 5th of May, 1713, 
Aſſembly, but with their Opinion, that there 


take Trial of the Matter referr'd by the Synod 
to them, I proteſted againſt the ſaid Opinion as 


bly; and which appeal being Tranſmitted to 
the Aſſembly, and they having, upon May 7 
| 9, 


tation, till ſuch time as Trial ſhould be taken of 
take Trial of the ſaid Suggeſtions. Againſt 


peal and Reference anent my Admiſſion upon 


fa former Appeal in Relation to a Populace Call 
s had to the ſaid Paroch in 1712, declared, That 


having agreed to tranſinit my Appeal to the | | 
ſhould be no further Trial preſcribd me, in || 
order to my Admiſſion, till this Committee ſhould | » 


Prejudicial to the Grounds of my Appeal, which 
ought to have been conſidered in plain Aſſem- 
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| Cy 
oth, 1713, refer'd the ſame to their Commiſſion, 
which was not to fit till after the Riſing of the 
Aſſembly, I proteſted againſt the ſaid Reference 
and appeal'd to Queen and Parliament, not only 


becauſe the Commiſſion of the General . Aſſembl 


is a pretended Judicatory, which hath no founda- 


tion. in Law, but alſo becauſe the ſaid Refe- 


rence was in Effect the Slighting and Neglect. 


ing Her Majeſty's Preſentation, and undue delay- 
ing my -Admiſſion F n and a tacit 


affirming of the Sy10J of Fyfe's, Procedure, and 


of the Opinion of the Committee of Bills, Which 
Appeal Striking at the Conftitution of this Com. 


mittee, and the end for which the ſame was ap- 
pointed, I Humbly conceive I cannot be oblig'd 


to anſwer to the ſaid pretended Libels, till my 


, 


the Parliament of Great-Þritamn.” 


ſaid Appeal be diſcuſſed before Her Majeffy, and 


Secondh, If 1 had not appealed to Queen and Par- 
liament anent the Procedure of the Synod, and 4ſſem- 


bly, yet the Synod's laying by the Conſiderations 
of Her Majeflys Preſentation, and my Trials in 


order to my Admiſſion thereupon, and Raiſing and 
Moving groundleſs Suggeſtions to Blacken my 


Reputation, notwithſtanding the ample Teſti. 
monial of Innocence which I had from the Pres 


 bytery of Kirkcaldy, and appointing this Committee 


for Trying thereof, being the Chief ground of 


my Appeal to the Aſſembly, and by them refer'd 
to their Commiſſion, this Committee cannot 


proceed in the Tryal of theſe Suggeſtions, becauſe 
they are Parties appealed from, and the' matter 


is Res alibi Pendens, whereupon I proteſt and 


take Inſtruments, (Sic Subſcribitur, ) Will. Dugud. 
)) Whereupon 


(43) 


| Whereupon Mr. James Hemy, Miniſter of the Goſ- 


pel at Creech, proteſted, that this preſent Declina- 


ture given in by Mr. Dugud is Null, and no ways {| 
to be regarded, and therefore this preſent Judi- 


| catory ſhall, or the Synod of Fyje at their Meeting 
to morrow in this place may, notwithſtanding 


thereof, proceed to take all Legal and Regular 
Steps by Citing, and*Examining Witneſſes, and 


doing all other things needful, for bringing this 


| Afﬀair to an Iſſue, that he may be Convict or 
| Exculpate, and that for theſe following Reaſons. 


Firſt, It's theundoubted Right and Duty of Church 
Judicatories to enquire into matters of Scandal, 
being à thing purely Spiritual, and Neceſſary for 
Maintaining the Authority of the Church. Secondly, 
There are ſeveral things in the Libel and Infor- 
mations given Mr. Dugud, which cannot be Sup- 
poſed to have been in his Progreſs before the 


Aſſembly, and therefore could not be by them 


referred to their Commiſion, and ſo as to theſe at 


leaſt it is not Res alibi Fendens. Thirdly, By his former 


appearances before this Fudicatory, receiving the 
Libels of their Hand, requiring Names of Wit- 


| neſſes, and promiſing anſwers to be given in 


this day, he hath already Homologate the Aut bo- 
rity of the Judicatory in the matter in Hand. 
Fourthh, The Fudicatory being naw in a fair way 


to take Trial of the groſs Scandals laid to his 
Charge, he now refuſing to give in anſwers, and 
inſtead thereof declining the Autbority of the 


Fudicatory, it, to ſay no Worſe, a ſhrewd Preſump- 
tion of Guilt in theſe things Libelled againſt him. 
Upon all which, the ſaid Mr. Henry took Inſtru- 


ments (craving Liberty to add further Reaſons 
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(44) 


if needful, and that theſe may be imbodied with Mr. 


Dugud's proteſtation, and that no Extract thereof be 
given without this) in the Hands of the ſame 
Clerks in whom Mr. Dugud hath taken Inſtruments. 

This anſwer was made ex Tempore, to prevent 


Mr. Dugnd's getting from his Clerk, or Notary, 
an extended Inſtrument of his Declinature, 


without a Reply. For now he cannot give an 


Extract of Mr. Dugud's Declinature alone, unleſs 
[1e dealt unfairly, in not Narrating the Full matter 


of Fact, Prout Res geſta eff. 


Thus Mr. Dugud took his Lear of the Judi- 


c:atorzes of this Church, accounting himſelf now 
no further concern'd to anfwer his Libels. « And 
the Committee finding that while Mr. Henry wag 


making his anſwer, Mr. Dugud had withdrawn 
himſelf, they referred the Affair to die Synod of 


Hfe, which was to Meet at Kirkcaldy on the 


| Morrow, being the laſt Tueſday of Septemb. 1713. 


And any who is acquainted with Mr. Dagud's 
Character, and conſiders with attention this laſt 


Paper which he gave in to the Committee, will 


readily Conjecture, that it was none of his own 
Draught and Contrivance; but that its Stile, 


Method, Words, and Phraſes do Intimate 
his Conſultation with a Lawyer. Mr. Dngud had 


one too far in compearing before the Committee 


ſeveral times, upon their Citation, in Receiving from 


them his Libells, in Deſiring a time might be Aſ- 


ſign'd for giving in his anſwers; and in craving 


a Liſt of the Witneſſes, for this hy * quickly 
have brought on a Probation 


ſes, which a Guilty Conſcience inclined him 


to ſhun, and which the Party who were to 


manage this Tool, for the Trouble of the Church, 
thought 


— FLY FLY * D a 


j Witnel- 


(45) 


thought fit by all Methods to prevent. Where- 


| fore he muſt be brought off, tho' with Counter- 
acting and Contradicting his former Practices and 
| Promiſes : To decline the Authority of the Synod, 


and their Committee, was thought the moſt proper 
Expedient. And therefore Council muſt be ad- 


vis d to Preſs up a Declinature with the moſt 


Plauſihle Colours a Bad Cauſe would ſtand in 
| need of ; Which yet proves but a Cobwebb when 


is before related. : 

| The Paper, in the firſt Place, inſinuates an An- 
ſwer that might be made to the Articles of his 
Libel ; viz. A Denyal. But Omitting this, in the 
next Place it contains a.Declinature, ſupported 


by two Reaſons : Firf, That Mr. Dꝛgud had for- 
: merly appealed from the Synod to the Aſſembly, 


| and from them to Queen and Parliament. Secondly, 
That the Aſſembly to whom he had appealed, 
did refer this Affair to their Commiſion, and 


dip nes 7 2 Wo © 


is the Sum of the Declinature. But whatever 


| had he been Innocent, Albeit (ſays he) 1 needed 
make no other Anſwer, but that any Thing 
| © therein that ſeems to be of moment, is groſſy 
| © Falſe and Calumnious. Why then do you 
| make any other Anſwer, if this be true? Why 


ing the Arwthority of the Court formerly acknow- 
| ledg'd, is ta ſhift the Tryal of the Truth of ho 
r 


„ Þ bd edn 


| compared with the plain matter of Fact, as it 


therefore it being Res alibi pendons, the Synod and 
| their Committee are not Competent Judges. This 


| Art of Barriſtery may be contain'd in it, Mr, 
| Drygud's Advocate ſeems not to have conſulted. 
| his Reputation, when he adviſes him to give up 
his eſt Anſwer, which he ſhould have ſtood to, 


another Anſwer to cut off this? For the Declin- 
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| firſt Anſwer. The Artfulneſs of the Expreſſion 
As alfo obſervable. Any thing that ſeems to be of 
moment is groſly Falſe and Calummous. An Inſinua- 
| tion as if ſome of the Articles of Mr. Dugud's 
Lidel were of no Moment, and that others had 
||| only the Appearance of being ſo. The Articles 
of the Libels are therefore before particularly 
ſet down, that the Reader may judge. But why 
Wi does he not condeſcend upon the Articles that 
i are of no Moment? Does he account Drunken- 

' neſs, Swearing, Lying, the Attempting the Mo- 
45 defty of Women, and the Breach of Faith ſo- 
lemnly plighted by Promiſe and Sabſcription, to 
be but ſeemingly of Moment? However, it: 


'_ owned that ſome Things in Mr. Dugud's Libel ſeem 
to be of Moment, but it's ſaid, Ibo are groſly Falſe 
and Calnmmnious. Well; How ſhall-the Falſhood 

of the Calumnies be diſcover d? How ſhall Mr, 


% 
— 
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I | Dugud be vindicated from them? By the Tet 
ol Competent and Credible Witneſſes ? No, faith 
'#' Mr. Dagud, if you offer to give Probation by Wit. 
I — * . 0 . 8 
nuceſſes, I decline your Authority. But if we take it 
on Mr. Dugud 's own Word, Theſe Calumnies 
aAare contrived and invented on purpoſe to blaſt 
bie R ion, and diſcourage his Miniſtry in 
T1 1s Reputation, and dilcourage his NARUITY 1! 
Burntiſſand. The Ruin of his Reputation is 
| - Owing to his own Immoral and Scandalous 
Practices; and his Pretence to the Miniſtry in 
/  Burntiſland (which muſt not be diſcourag d) is all 


— 


of a Piece with the reſt of his Paper. He wants 

Ordination by the Hands of the Preſbytery, and 

his Licenſe, as a Probationer, is juſtly revers d et 

by the General Aſſembly. And what Right has he 1A 

then to exerciſe the Miniſtry in nne, ; 
255 2 
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gaith Mr. Dugud, God in bis Providence, Her Ma- 


jeſty by Preſentation, and the Generality of the People. 
have been pleas'd to call me ta it. This ſeems to 
intimate, That the Judicatories of this Church 


are Fighting againit God, the Queen, and the 


| People. But what ſhould. perſwade them 
that God calleth to the Miniſtry, or requireth 
them to ordain any who are blemiſh'd in their 


| Converſation, and in the common Report of 


their Character? They think it would be an un- 
dutiful Reflection on Her Majeſty's Piety, to 
imagine that Her Royal Preſentation gives 
Warrant or Encouragement to admit a Scanda- 


lous Perſon into the Sacred Miniſtry. And if 
| the ors x of Burntiſland be refolv'd for ſuch a 


Paſtor, he is the moſt improper Perſon to be 
L planted among them. But the CalummMonſneſs of 
thin Libel appears in that there is no Suhſcribing 


Accuſer. This is, Crambe recocta, and Mr. Dugud 


hath been frequently acquainted, That an Accuſer 
| Subſcrabing a Libel is not requifite in Proceſſes of 


E Scandal. And what a new Turn doth it receive 
there? No Perſon bas hitherto bad the Confidence to 


ben bimſelf as an decuſer, &c. Now grant this 


to be true, will it therefore follow that all the- 


Reports of Mr. Dugud's Immoralities are but Ca- 
lumnies, tho? they can be prov'd by famous Wit. 
neſſes? And if thoſe Reports can be made good 
by Habile Witneſſes, muſt Mr. Dugud, notwith- 
ſtanding, be receiv'd into the Holy Miniftry as 
one Innocent, and Worthy of that Sacred Fun- 
con, meerly becauſe none has own'd himſelf an 


Accuſer by Subſcribing his Libel ? I think Mr. 


Drngnd's 


Coos pond ws eo 
EO nd 


= 
AY . 
P 1 5a 
— wn > " 2 RIP 
— Is; HEH we IE 4 
— + ** - 
—— == - * — 


1 * 
—ꝛů —— — — 
7. — — 
—_ =p, + = > © IR Dm — IT — 
T 2m — 


** — 
a POST HS * 

* * A 
. 1 


2 Born 2 
1 PD. 7 
— I 


___ . : 

= -—_— — 

K A 7 ——— 
r — — —_ 
NE Tore — * Et 


— 


a — . * 67% "BG 
——— — 2 =. <p i q — = 


———_ 4 — — 


— 


Parliament. Now if theſe Appeals were unwar- 


for nothing. Mr. Dugad ſays, © He cannot be 
* obliged to anſwer any pretended Libels, till 
his Appeal be diſcuſs'd before Queen and Par- 
 * hament. His Appeal then was plainly intend- 


the Appointing this Committee for Enquiring 


Therefore hath he not put a very pretty Talk 
upon the Queen and Parliament, to determine 


obtained Her Majeſty's Preſentation, may be brouglt 


bim to the Holy Miniſtry, © 


his Affair is Res alibi pendens ; viz. Before the 


(48 ) 
Dugud's Advocate will not avow this, if he owns 
himſelf to be a Chriſtian. 
It would be too tedious to animadvert upon 
every Siniſter Inſinuation, Invidious Turn and 
Miſrepreſentation of matter of Fact, which oc. 
ours in the Sequel of this Declinature : Which the 
Judicious Reader may eaſily diſcover by Re. 
viewing the preceding Part of this Narrative. 
The firſt Part of Mr. Dugud's Declinature j 
built upon his Appeal from the Synod to the Ge. 
neral Aſſembly, and from them to the Queen and 


rantable and ground leſs, as hath been already 
ſhewn, then this firſt Reaſon of Declinature goes 


ed to prevent the Tryal of his Converſation; 


into his Scandals, was the Reaſon of his Appeal: 


this grand Caſe, Vbet ber Mr. Dugud, who hat. 


to a Tryal of bis Chriſtian Life and blameleſs Con. 
verſation, before am Church Fudicatory can adi 


His Second Reaſon of Declinature is, That 


Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly. But it et 

hath been already obſerved, that, according to ÞÞÞ 

the Order and Practice of this Church, when an Wt! 

Appeal comes to be called, and the 244 7 
0 


5 
aobth not appear to inſiſt for Diſcuſſing of his Ap- 
peal, before the Judicatory, where it's to be 
judged; that the Appeal falleth and becomet 


And this is the Caſe of Mr, Dugud's Appeal 
compear before the General Aſſembly's Commiſſion, 


to w hem the Diſcuſſing of it was referred, and 
But it ſeems Mr. Dugnd had ſome Scruple of 
r. N Conſcience againſt his Compearing before the 
ly Commiſion of the General Aſſembly ; at leaſt he 


bath found out a new Pretence of his Appealing 


2 I bath found out a'new Pretence of his Appea 
be to Queen and Parliament, (tho he omitted it at 
ill Nhe Time) viz: That the Commiſſion of the Gene- 


ar- 

ad. {pretended Fudicatory, that bath no Foundation in 
n; Lv. Does not this ſhow him to be a very be- 
ing Nroming and dutiful Sen of the Church of Scot- 
al; nd; and to act moſt agreeable to his ſolemn 
Falte ngagements for Maintaining, to the beſt of his 


Power, the Doctrine, Morſpip, Diſcipline, and Go- 
ernment of this Church, thus to adopt a ground. 


nattering | Barrifter © The Law Ratifying and 


That Non for their reſpective Committees and Com- 
e the ions, which are the perpetual Appendages of 
at it Peſe Courts, and very neceſſaryfor the more 
g to peditious diſpatch of Buſineſs. Theſe Com- 
n an Nttees and Commiſicns are means which the 
jellant incipal Judicator ies — find 8 ſometimes Jo. very | 


proper 


Void; and the Court appealed from may pro- 
ceed;as if no ſich Appeal had ever been made. 


from tlie Synod of Fife: He did not own, nor 


ral Aſſembly, to whom bis 4fair was referred, isa 


ſs Puirk, which he hath learned from ſome 


ſtabliſning Kir x. Seſions, Preſbyteries, Synods, and 
jeneral Aſſemblies, Goth lay a ſufficient Founda- 
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Parliament. Now if theſe Appeals were unwar- 


, * obliged to anſwer any pretended Libels, till 
© his Appeal be diſcuſs d before Queen and Par. r 
 * hament. His Appeal then was plainly intend- iſ 


obtained Her Majeſty's Preſentation, may be brought 


ver ſation, before any Church Fudicatory can aduit 


"48 ) 
Dugud's Advocate will not avow this, if he owns 
himſelf to be a Chriſtian. fl 
It would be too tedions to animadvert upon 
every Siniſter Inſinuation, Invidions Turn and 
Miſrepreſentation of matter of Fact, which oc. 
ours in the Sequel of this Declinature : Which the 
Judicious Reader may eaſily diſcover by Re. 
viewing the preceding Part of this Narrative. 0 
The firſt Part of Mr. Dugud's Declinature i; 
built upon his Appeal from the Synod to the Ge. 
neral Aſſembiy, and from them to the Queen and 


rantable and ground leſs, as hath been already 
ſhewn, then this firſt Reaſon of Declinature goes 
for nothing. Mr. Dugad ſays, He cannot be 


ed to prevent the Tryal of his Converſation; 
the Appointing this Committee for Enquiring 
into his Scandals, was the Reaſon of his Appeal: 
Therefore hath he not put a very pretty Talk: 
upon the Queen and Parliament, to determine 
this grand Caſe, Whether Mr. Dugud, who Hat. 


to a Tryal of bis Chriſtian Life and blameleſs Con. 


bim to the Holy Miniftry, © f 
| His Second Reaſon of Declinature is, That Wor 
his Affair is Res alibi pendens ; viz. Before the 
Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly. But it 
hath been already obſerved, that, according to fp 
the Order and Practice of this Church, when an t 
Appeal comes to be called, and the Appellant Pin 


doth 


3 ” 
doth not appear to inſiſt for Diſcuſſing of his Ap- 
peal, before the Judicatory, where it's to be 


judged; that the Appeal falleth and becometh 


Void, and the Court appealed from may pro- 
ceed, as if no ſuch Appeal had ever been made. 
And this is the Cafe of Mr, Dugud's Appeal 
from tlie Synod of Fife. He did not own, nor 
compear before the General Aſſembly's Commiſion, 
to whom the Diſcuſſing of it was referred, and 


therefore it's not now Res ibi pendens, 


Conſcience againſt his Compearing before the 


Fo t 

y Commiſton of the General Aſſembly; at leaſt he 
e bath found out a new Pretence of his Appealing 
be to Queen and Parliament, (tho' he omitted it at 
m the Time) viz; That the Commiſſion of the Gene- 
ar. ral Aſſembly, to whom his Affair was referred, is a 
1d. {pretended Fudicatory, that bath mw Foundation in 
n; Lw. Does not this ſhow him to be a very be- 
ing coming and dutiful Son of the Church of Scot- 
al: nd; and to act moſt agreeable to his ſolemn 
okWngagements for Maintaining, to the beſt of his 
vine Nower, the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Go- 
bath Nernment of this Church, thus to adopt a ground- 
1g Quirk, which he hath learned from ſome 
Con- Natter ing Barriſter? The Law Ratifying and 
dait ſtabliſning Kirk-Seſions, Pre ſbyteries, Synods, and 


peneral Aſſemblies, doth lay a ſufficient Founda- 


That Nion for their reſpective Committees and Con- 
e the ſions, which are the perpetual Appendages of 
at it Pele Courts, and very neceſſaryfor the more 
g to peditious diſpatch of Buſineſs. Theſe Com- 
n an Rittees and Commiſions are means which the 
ellant rincipal Judicatories find ſometimes very 


D proper 


But it ſeems Mr. Dugnd had ſome Scruple of 
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pline and Government, in Managing and Judging 


ting the Edification of the Church. Naw the 
their Work and Ends, muſt be alſo ſupposd 


| Paſs their Ends. And conformable to thi 


theſe, the Commiſion of the General Aſſembh i 


being the Supream Court, from which there li 


— 
nm 


proper to be employ'd in the Exerciſe of Diſcs. 


Matters purely Sp itual and Eccleſiaſtick, fox 
Preſerving the Unity and Purity, and p romo- 


Law which allows theſe principal Judicatories 


to approve of the ſuitable and proper Mean; 
whereby they perform their Work, and com 


ever ſince the Reformation, and the firſt Legi 
Sanction. of Preſbyterian Church Government, it 
has been the conſtant Uſe, Cuſtom, and Practic 
to have Committees and Commſtons of Eccleſiaſtick 
Courts, which is a good Evidence of the tru 
and received Meaning of the Law. And of al 


moſt requiſite and reaſonable. For the A en 


no Appeal in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, and Conve 
ing only once in the Year, cannot poſſibly di 
patch all the Affairs which come before then 
in the ſhort Time allowed for their Sittig 
And therefore ſuch Affairs as either are of | 
Moment, or require not ſpeedy Diſpatch, a 
moſt fitly referred to be diſcuſs'd in their Col 
miſſion. Nor is there any juſt Ground to qua 
rel this Commiſion, which is always nomull 
ted and appointed in the Preſence of the 80 
reign's High Commiſioner, and ſtrictly prohibit 
to concern themſelves in any Matters, but wil 
are expreſly refer'd to them, and are ſtill 
countable to the next General Aſſembly for ti. 
whole Conduct and Adminiſtration, of vi 
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they are oblig d to keep an exact Regiſter. But 
Mr. Dugud's Diſpleaſure muſt be vented peculi- 
arly againſt Committess and Commiſſions, becauſe 
ſome of them, perhaps, have beefi too' me). 
and officious in Enquiring into his ſcandalous | 
Deportment. ; 
7 The Synod of Fife meeting at Kirkcaldy the | 
' laſt Tueſday of September, 1713, did take the Re- 
ference of the Committee into Conſideration ; 
and having read the. Minutes of the ſaid Com- 
mittee, and both the Libels againſt Mr. Dugud, 
they approved their Diligence; and appointed | 
a new Committee of their own Number, to make | 
a further Enquiry into the Report of thoſe Scan- 
dals alledged againſt Mr. Dugud, and to meet alt 
rkcaldy on the Second Day of October, after | 
the Riſing of the Synod, with Power to them to | 
meet de die in diem; appointing them to take | 
orderly Trial of theſe Scandals; to Cite Wit. 
neſſes, and take their Depoſitions, to paſs Sen- 
tence thereupon, as they: {hall ſee Cauſe ; with 
full Power to them to do every Thing that 
they ſhall find neceſſary, or fit, for the Diſpatch- 
ing of this Affair, and to call a Synod, if any *' 
Thing extraordinary ſhould fall out, which ſhall 
require the ſame. - : 
_ Accordingly after the Synod roſe, the Com- 
mittee met in the Church of Azkcaldy on the |, 
Second Day of October, 1713, and having read | 
their Inſtructions, with both the Libels againſt 
Mr. Dugud, and his Decliuature; they found by 
the Liſt of the Witneſſes, that ſome of then 
were not within the Bounds of the Synod of Fife; j 
| 
| 
| 


and the other Witneſſes were ſo many, that they 
ne WD could 


| could not examine them all at one Dyet. They 
reſolved therefore to cite ſuch Witneſſes as were 


ſome of the Witneſſes reſided, deſiring them to 
call theſe Witneſſes before them, and take their 
Depolitions before them, upon the particular Ar. 
ticles condeſcended upon, and tranſmit them to 
this Committee; and to appoint Sub-Committee: 


them, who were all ſolemnly ſworn, and pur- 


mitted from other Judicatories. On the 7th of 


Dugud, on the 4th of Febjuary. 


_- 
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within the —_— of their Synod to different Meet- 
ings of this Committee; and to order Letters to be 
written to other Judicatories, in whoſe Bounds 


to take the Depoſitions of ſome Witneſſes, who 
could not conveniently attend the Committee it 
ſelf, tho' they might reſide, or be met with occa- 
ſionally within this Province. —— 

After the Committee had, at ſeveral Meetings, 
examined ſuch Witneſſes as compeared before 


ged of Malice and partial Counſel; and re 
ceived thoſe Depoſitions which were made before 
their Sub- Committees, with thoſe that were tranſ- 


of January, 1714. they reſolved to call the Synod 
to,meet at Kirkcaldy, on Wedneſday the third of 
Fee next enſuing, and they referred the Af 
fair of Mr. Dvgnd to the ſaid Syncd, to judge ii 
it as they ſhould fee Cauſe. EE 
On the zd of Febrrary, 1714, the Synod of Fi: i - 
met at Kirkcaldy, and having read the Minutes t 
of the laſt Committee, and. confidered the Depo- ! 


ſitions given in againſt Mr. Dugud, and comps: 


red the ſame with the two Libels ; after ferl- 
ous Deliberation, they agreed to make the fol. 
lowing Act and Declaration concerning Mr. 


At 


93) 
At Kirkcaldy, February the v, 1714. 
: THE Provincial Synod of Fife Conſidering 


the Libel given to Mr. Villiam Digud, late 
© Preacher of the Goſpel in the Bounds of the 


© Fuly, 1712, by a Committee of their Num- 


ei © ber; and alſo the Additional Libel given 
10 © by them to him, upon the 29th Day of the ſaid 
it Month of Juh, both which were read before 


tion upon the ſaid Libels, laid againſt him by 
another Committee, appointed by the laſt Synod, 


ur: find, as to the firſt Article of the firſt Libe}, 
re. That the Laird of Naughton depones, The 
ore {aid Mr. Dugud danced over the Sword, in a 


* Publick Room, before a conſiderable Compa- 
F ny in the Caſtle of Blair of Athol- And 


nod alſo that Alexander Norry depones, That he 
| off danced over the Sword at Blair of Athol, in a 
Af. Company where were many Gentlemen and 
e in others: And that Mr. Adair depones, That 


Iwo Gentlemen danced over the Sword at 
Fife Flair of Athol. And they further find, That 
zutes Wl the Laird of Naughton depones, That Mr. 
epo- I Dugud chewed a Part of a Drinkivg-Glaſs in 
npz- Mr. Fenton's Houſe in Dunkeld, in a Company 


ſeri- N where was Mr. Adair, and three Officers of 
> fol- Dragoons. And by Mr. Adair's Depoſition, 
Mr. they find, that a Gentleman bit a Piece of the 


Glaſs at Dunkeld, after he had drunk. They 


at D 3 ponent find, 


r rr 


© Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, upon the iſt Day of 


them; ard alſo having conſidered the Proba- 


* which was alſo read: Thereby «hey did 
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n 
could not examine them all at one Dyet. They 
reſolved therefore to cite ſuch Witneſſes as were 
within the Bopnds of their Synod to different Meet. 
ings of this Committee; and to order Letters to be 
written to other Judicatories, 11 whoſe Bounds 
ſome of the Witneſſes reſided, deſiring them to 
call theſe Witneſſes before them, and take their 
Depoſitions before them, upon the particular Ar: 
ticles condeſcended upon, and tranſmit them to 
this Committee; and to appoint Sub-Committees 
to take the Depoſitions of ſome Witneſſes, who 
could not conveniently attend the Committee it 

ſelf, tho' they might reſide, or be met with occa- 
ſionally within this Province. 

After the Committee had, at ſeveral Meetings, 
examined ſuch Witneſſes as compeared before 
them, who were all folemnly ſworn, and pur- 
ged of Malice and partial Counſel; and re- 


Ceeeived thoſe Depoſitions which were made before 


their Sub- Committees, with thoſe that were tranf- 
mitted from other Judicatories. On the 7th of 
of January, 1714. they reſolved to call the Synod 
to meet at Kirkcaldy, on Wedneſday the third of 
February next enſuing, and they referred the Af. 
fair of Mr. Digud to the ſaid Syncd, to judge in 
it as they ſhould ſee Cauſe. e be 
On the 3d of Febreary, 1714, the Synod of Fife 
met at K:rkcaldy, and having read the Minutes 
of the laſt Committee, and. conſidered the Depo- 
ſitions given in againſt Mr. Dugud, and compa- 
red the ſame with the two Libels ; after fert- 
ous Deliberation, they agreed to make the fol- 
lowing A& and Declaration concerning Mr. 
Dugud, on the 4th of Febjuary. 4 
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A. Kirkcaldy, February the v 1714. 


. 


© Preacher of the Goſpel in the Bounds of the 


© Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, upon the 1ſt Day of 


© Fuly, 1712, by a Committee of their Num- 
© ber; and alſo. the Additional Libel given 
by them to him, upon the 29th Day of the ſaid 


Month of Juh, both which were read before 


them; ard alſo having conſidered the Proba- 
tion upon the ſaid Libels, laid againſt him by 


another Committee, appointed by the laſt Synod, 


* which was alſo read: Thereby «hey did 
find, as to the firſt Article of the firſt Libe}, 


„That the Laird of Naughton depones, The 


* faid Mr. Dugud danced over the Sword, in a 
* Publick Room, before a conſiderable Compa- 
any in the Caſtle of Blair of Athol: And 
' alſo that Alexander Norry depones, That he 
' danced over the Sword at Blair of Athol, in a 
Company where were many Gentlemen and 
others: And that Mr. Adair depones, That 
' Two Gentlemen danced over the Sword at 
' Blazr of Athol. And they further find, That 


' Dugud chewed a Part of a Drinkivg-Glaſs in 


: they find, that a Gentleman bit a Piece of the 
. Glats at Dunkeld, after he had drunk. They 
HI... 


« PH E Provincial Synod of Fife Conſidering 
- the Libel given to Mr. Villiam Dugud, latè 
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' the Laird of Naughton depones, That Mr. 


. | Mr. Fenton's Houſe in Dunkeld, in a Company 
I. where was Mr. Adair, and three Officers of 
I Dragoons. And by Mr. Adair's Depoſition, 
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„ „ 
* find, moreover, a ſtrong Preſumption of his 
* DrunkennelY at Dunkeld, from the Laird of 
* Naughton's Depoſition, who ſaid, He beard Mr. 
© Dugud bad ſat up with the Company a great Part 
© of that Night at Dunkeld, in which Company he 
heard there was Exceſs, and that Mr, Dugud 
© was not Sober, And by Alexander Norry's De- 
« poſitions, that he ſaw at Dunkeld Mr. Dugud 
with Maſters. Nugent, Adair, and others; which 
Company the ſaid Alexander Norry left after 
Ten of the Clock that Night, and heard in 
© that Room, where he left Mr. Dugud, a Bag: 
pipe; and that next Morning, ſoon after Day. 
Light, coming out of the Room where he, viz. 
© the ſaid Norry, lay, he overheard the Company 
« {till Speaking, and one ſaying, My Lord, Mr. 
_ © Dugud will not take his Glaſs. Whereupon my 
Lord ſaid, Mr. Dugud will you not drink m 
Health? To which, Mr. Dugud ſaid, I will, j 
© it be your Lordſhip's Pleaſure. And that the fail 
© Norry heard from the Servants of the Houl, 
That Mr. Dugud, and others, continued in 
Company in that Room all Night Drinkug 
Further, they find by Naughton's Depoſition, 
That Mr. Dugud's Carriage was light and un, 
ſeemly, and that he was fo ill pleaſed wil 
him, that he took Occaſion to quarrel Mr 
< Dugud, how he came to carry ſo in the High 
© lands, To which Mr. Dugnd anſwer d, He dis 
it to pleaſe them. And by Alexander Norry' 
© Depoſition, That Mr. Dugud ſeemed rammag* 
c and forward, and applied himſelf juſt as ti 
Company. As to the Second Article; Tit 
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< Synod finds, by the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy's 1 
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© cords produced: before them, that Mr. Dugud 


was examined upon his extemporary Trials, 


© and had a Text preſctibed to him, March the 
22d, 110. And that Mr. Ning depones, On 


the Night and Place Libelled, he obſerved in 
Mr. Digud ſuch Evidences of his being the 
* worſe for Drink, that were bath offenſive and 
* ſurprizing to him and Mr. Meldrum. Where- 
upon they advis'd him to retire into his own 
© Chamber; which he did; and next Morning, 
© when they came. to his Room, they found 'he 
© had voted very much, the Bed-Cloaths.be- 
© ing ſpoiled with the Vomit, and a great Part 
* of the Chamber-Floor, the Smell whereof was 
very noiſom. And that Mr. Meldrum depones, 
The ſame Night and Place. he thought Mr. 
* Dugud drunk, de appeared Merry, and was 
' *inging. Whereupon'Mr. King and he deſired 
um to forbear, and after, on a ſadden, he fell 
mute; whereupon he, with Mr. K:»g, deſired 
* him to go to Bed, and helped him off with 
© his Cloaths, and to his Bed, in regard he was 


not able to do it himſelf; and that next Morn- 


© ing he did ſee in Mr, Digud's Room Vomit on 
* the Bed-Cloaths, and ſome Parts of the Room, 


which was very noiſome to him. As to the 


* Third Article; The Synod finds, That Thomas 
* Chriſty depones, That one, who called himſelf 
Mr. Dugud, came to the Door of his Mother's 


* Honſe at Pitteuchar, one Sabbath-Evening, 


about Bed-Time, in May laſt, who ſaid, He 


had Preached at Burntiſland that Day; and 


* that Man was then over-taken with 


Drink, that he ſaw him ſtagger as he went, 
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* and when upon the Horſe, he ſaw him, ſway 
6 * =: * \ SERIE 
from Side to Side; and that when he lighted, 
6 : . | - * 7 
he made his Water with his Face towands him 
© twice, ſo chat he ſaw. his Nakedneſs both 
© Times; and that he ſtay'd about *Halt-an 
Hour at Pitteuchar, and that in Telling his 
Name, he ſaid twice. Villiam, before he added 
© Dugud. And he farther depones, That it's Two 
* Miles betwixt Pitteuchar and Paddock-hall, 
And that Jubn Honeyman depones, That he 
thought that the Man that came by Pitteuchar 
that Night was Mr. Dugud. And that Alex. 
© ander Cache devones; Be {tumbled back when 
© he was Leaping upon his Horſe, as if he had 
been like to fall to the Ground, tho? he did not 
© fall. And that Robert Cuſhett depones, He 
* ſaw Ins Nakedneſs when he made Water, and 
© heard him ſpew the Way to Balbirny- Bridge. 
And further they find, by an Extract from 
| * the Records of the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, that 
| © the Aſlembly's Sentence, Declaring Mr. Du. 
* gud's Licenſe Void and Null, was intimated 
from the Pulpit by the feveral Miniſters in 
their Bounds, on the 17th Day of May laſt 
And that Fahet Bogie depones, That Man 2. 
< foreſaid came by Pitteuchar on the Sabbath 
that immediately followed, that Sabbath 
© whereupon. Mr, Dickſon read out Mr. Dugnd's 
Name from the Puipit in the Kirk of Mar- 
© kinch, and that it was about Two Hours after 
© the Sun-Set when Mr. Dugud came to Pitten- 
* char, And that Fames Robertſon depones, Mr. 
* Dugud came to Paddock-ball about the middle 
* of the Night, upon a Sabbath, in the End of 
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May laſt, and called for a Gill of Aqua Vite, 
which the ſaid Fames brought to him; and 
Mr. Dugud aſked the ſame Queſtions about 
the Way and. Diſtance' to Loupar, over and 
over again, twenty Times, and that he ftag- 
gered betwixt the Houſe and the Stable, and 
fell to the Ground and broke his Pipe. And 
© Mr. Dugud declar'd, He had Preached at 
© Burntiſland that Day; and that Mr. Dugud was 
in great Confuſion and Diſorder, as appeared 
by the whole of his Behaviour. And that 
© Henry: Anderſon depones, He knew very well 
© Mr. Dugad went from Burntiſland that? Night 
© Libelled, after both Sermons, and hir'd his 
\ Horſe to Mr. Dugud's Father's Houſe about 
© Deeſide. - As to the Fourth Article; The Synod 
finds, Bailie Thallan depones, That Mr. Dugud, 
dat Dumfermlin, the Second Day of the Synod 
* there, called the Miniſters a Pack of KNAVES 
* and «RASCALS, and bid the ſaid Bailie Thallan = 
go tell them ſo much. And that Mr. Dugud 
* \wore BY GOD, he would never call them Bro- 
ther, aud Brother. And that Robert Anderſon 
depones, That at that Time Mr. Dugud took 
da hearty Bottle in his Houſe, tho' he could 
not ſay he was Drunk. And the ſaid Robert 
* Anderſon, Coming and Going to the Company, 
heard Mr. Dugud call the Miniſters a SAD 
'- MW PACK. As to the Fifth Article; The Synod 
er finds, Mr. John Meldrum depones, That while i 
. the Synod were Meeting at Dumfermlin, he be- v8 
ing in Company with Mr. Dugud, a Youns - | 
> | Man went by, who looked Grave and ; 
of Serious, upon which Mr. Dugud merrily, by! 
0 „ e, US 
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and, as Mr. Aeldrum thought, FJeering, 
' © faid, Ob! GODLIN ESS i, great GAIN. 
As to the Sixth Article; The Synod finds, that 


© Mr; George Oliphant de pones, He heard Mr. Du- f 


* gud promiſe at getting that Bill from Mr. Raſ- 
< fel, not to Recur upon Mr. Rſſel, the Drawer, 
for payment of the Money; and that he heard 
Mr. Dugud declare, after Mr. Ruſſel was charg'd 
with Horning up the Bill, in the preſence of 
* Mr. Eliot, Mr. Dall, and Mr. Dry/dale, that it 
© was without his Knowledge and Conſent ; and | 
that he gave no Orders to David Malcolm to 
- © recover upon the Drawer; and that after he 
© heard Mr. Dagud acknowledge before Mr. Ruſ- 
© [el, and Mr. Malcolm, That he had given Mr. 
© Malcolm Orders to Recur upon the Drawer, 
© and ſay, He behooved' to have Money, or ſome- 
thing to that purpoſe. And that Mr. Dall de. 
© pones, He heard Mr. Dngud, in Company wit! 
Mr. Eliot, Mr. Dryſdale, and Mr. Okphant, lay, 
He had given Mr. Malcolm no Orders to purſue bh 
__ © Mr. Rnfſel, by Recurring on him, as Drawer | 
* of the Bill, And that Mr. Dryſdale depones, 
Mr. Dugud declared, He knew nothing of M. 
* Ruffel's getting the Charge, and that he never 
* defign'd it; and that he had given David Mal. 
* colm no orders to uſe Diligence againſt him, 
© And that Mr. Eliot depones, Mr. Dugud ſaid, 
© Hehad given Mr. Malcolm no Orders to charge 
* Mr. 92 with Horning. And that Mr. Ruſt! 


* depones, Mr. Dugud promiſed, in the Forenoon, 
_ © that the Horning ſhould not militate againſt 
 * him; yet in the Afternoon he was charg d 

with it. And that Mr. Malcolm having 510 


\ 


6 


© Mr. Dagnd, you ordered me to Recur upon the 
© Drawer, Mr. Dugud did not refuſe the fame; 


© bat ſaid to this Purpoſe, I muſt have Money. 


And that David Malcolm depones, That Mr. 
* Dugud ordered him to have Recourſe upon the 


© Drawer, if Mr. Hay refuſed the Bill, and that 


Mr. Dugud owned the ſame before the ſaid Da- 


* vid Malcolm, Mr. Ruſſel, and Mr. Oliphant. As 
© to the Seventh Article; The Synod finds, from 
the Preſbytery Book of Kirkcaldy, That on the 


* 27th of Fuly, 1710, Mr. Dugud was Licenſed 
© to Preach the Goſpel, and that at that time 


© he owned and acknowledg'd the Confeſſion of 


Faith to be the Confeſſion of his Faith, and 
* ſubſcribed the ſame, together with the Formula, 
in Face of the Preſbytery ; and that he owned 


and acknowledged the Preſbyterian Church Go- {| 
© vernment by Kirk. Seſions, Pre ſbyteries, Synods, 
and General Aſſemblies, to be the only Church 
Government agreeable to the Word of God, 


and that he would maintain the ſame to the 
* utmoſt of his Power; and that he would follow 
© no Diviſive Courſes, and that he would be ſub- 
© je& to that, and other Judicatories, where Pro- 
* vidence ſhould caſt his Lot. And further 


* they find, by the Formula ſubſcribed by him "| 


* at the ſame Time, that he engaged, in the moſt 
* folemn. Manner, to cleave to the Doctrine of 
* this Church, concerning the Headſhip of our 


* Lord Jeſus Chriſt over his Church, as her ſole 
King, Lord, and Lawgiver; as alſo to the 
_ * Peſbyterial Government, by the Parity of Preach- 


ing and Ruling Elders, in their diſtin& Or- 


ders, Acting and Judging in Matters purely 


e Spiritual, 
ai 
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Spiritual, by an intrinſick Power derived to 
them from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, different 
from, and independent upon the ſecular Pow- 
er of Temporal Princes, and that in an Or- 
derly Subordination of Inferior to Superior. 
Judicatories, according to the Principles and 
* known Practice of this Church; and promi- 
* ſed -faithfully, thro' Divine Afliſtance, to 
* maintain and defend the. Doctrine, Worſhip, 
* Diſciphne, and Government of this Church 
* againſt Papi Arminiens, Pielatifts, Eraſtians, 
* Independents, and all Adverſaries whatſoever, 
* according to our ſolemn and frequently re- 
* newd Vows and Covenants, the Obligation 
* whereof he thereby acknowledged. They 


* 


further find, by an Extract under the Hand of 


a [ SI . 
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* Licenſe was, by the Aſſembly, in May laſt, de- 
© clared Void and Null, becauſe of his dag 
„ ſhewed before them; and that the ſaid Sen- 
© tence. of the Aſſembly was intimated by the 


© ſeveral Miniſters of the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, 


from their Pulpits, on the 17th. of May laſt, 
* by an, Extract under the Hand of the Clerk 
* of the ſaid Preſbytery, They further find, 


* 
% * 


© That: Hailie Thallan depones, That he and 
© Bajlie: Angns delivered the Aſſembiy's Sentence 
© the Tusſday after it was paſſed to Mr. Dugud, 
* who looked upon it, and deliver'd it to Hailie 


Ander ſon, who read is in their Hearing. And 


© that. John Cowan depones, That Bailie Angus 
and Bailie Thallan, intimated to Mr. Dugud 
* the envy Sentence, before Bailie Anderſon 
* and the ſaid Jebn Cowan, without a Mittar. 


. the General Aſſembly's. Clerk, that Mr. Dugud s 


—— 
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They further find, by the Depoſitions of Bai- 
« lie Anderſon, Mr. James Guthry, John Diny of 
+ Grange, Hemry Anderſon, James Clark, and maf 


Iny others, That be continued Preaching in 


© the Church of Burntiſland, for many Sabbaths 
© after the Time aforeſaid. And the Sy-+-d finds, 


© by the Depoſitions of ſeveral, 'That Mr. Dogud' 


© had Preached in Burntiſland every Sabbath- 


day, except one, when his Leg was ſtrained, - 
after the faid Sentence of the General Aſſemblyj. 


Moreover, the Synod finds, as to the Firſt Ar- 
* ticle of the Second Libel, That Mrs. Moubray 
* depones, That about the Time Libelled, ſhe 
has ſeen Mr. Dad drink four Pints of Ale 
alone, tho ſhe cannot poſitively ſay, She faw 
him drink ſo as to ſtagger; and when ſhe 
* challenged him, he ſaid, He was a Strong Man, 
and durſt not take a Vomit, but chewed Tobacco, 
* and drank Tippeny Ale till be vomited, for bit 
' P-alth; And that ſhe has frequently ſeen him 
* vomit after his Drinking. And that ſhe be- 
ing called into the Room, where ſhe left Mr. 
Dxgud and Mr. Baxter to go to Bed, ſhe ſaw: 
Mr. DUugud ſtanding ſtark naked on his Bed- 
' Side, which made her ſay, She thought the De- 
vil was in the Man; and then ſhe turning away, 
Mr. Dugud ſtretched forth his Hand, and took 
hold on her Coat. Alſo that Summer, a Lear 


By-gone, one Lord's-day Afternoon, when 


' ſhe wgs Coming from the New Church, Mr. 


' Dugud met her, and went along with her to 


ber Lodging; and when ſhe acquainted him 


' with ſome Things which troubled her, they 


| being alone in her Chamber, Mr. Dugad ſhut 
a Window that was open, and, to her great 
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© Surprize, threw her back on the Bed, and of. . 
© fer'd to put his Hands under her Cloaths; 
but ſhe, Crying out, recover'd herſelf, and as 
© ſhe roſe up, ſaw his Nakedneſs expos'd. After 
* which, ſhe ſaid to him, Surely yon muſt have 
given over all Thoughts of the Miniſtry, when you 
do ſuch Things, and are in ſo bad Order. To 
_ © which he anſwer'd, I laugh at all theſe Things, 
© for now I have the Queen's Letters. And that 
© Margaret Thomſon depones, That while ſhe 
© ſerved Mrs. Moubray, ſhe has ſeen Mr. Dugud 
© drink more than he ſhould have done, and 
© than became one of his Character to drink; 
© and that ſhe has ſeen the Room, where Mr. 
© Dugud and Mr. Baxter lay, wet, when ſhe 
came to it in the Morning; but knows not, 
© whether it was by Drinking exceſſively or 
© not. As to the Second Article of the ſaid Li. 
© bel; They find, That Mrs. Maſon depones, 
© That Three Years ago, the Friday before 
the Sacrament at South- Leith, Mr. Dugud 
< was in her Houſe all Night, and then 
© ſhe thought him drunk; he ſmell'd of Drink, 
© and his Diſcourſe and Behaviour was ſach 2 
© gave her Occaſion to think he was drunk; 
and that he had a very undecent Carriage to 
© her, by putting his Hand on her naked Breaſt, 
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gas ſhe gave ſuck to her Child, aſking, If þ d C 0 
vas not Longing for her Huſband ? At which, . 4, 
ſhe was aſtoniſhed, and roſe up to com away, te 


but Mr. Dugud preſſed her to ſtay, and kiſſed 
© her very immodeſtly, particularly by Aty: ,, 
© tempting to put his Tongue in her mouth. J. 4 
And further, That Mr. Dugud having chaps che 
. e * very 
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very loud, ſhe ſent np her Servant A Fojr- 


© bolm, ſhe herſelf. following the Woman ſoftly 


|< to the Doar, and ſhe heard Mr. Dugud preſs - 


© her Servant to fit. down hy the Bed · ſide, and 
© call'd for a Dram, he having calF'd for another 
before. Upon which, her Servant came pre- 


© he knocked very loud, giving this Reaſon; 
© She bad been Seven Tears, and an half in her Houſe, 
and never ſaw ſuch; Company. And alſo. that 


and that neither Mrs. Maſon herſelf, nor her 
Lervant, durſt enter the Room, that Night nor 
che next Morning, till he vas gone. And 
„ that Anna Fair holm, late Servitrix to Mrs. Ma- 
ll ſ on, depones, Mr. Dugud was in that Houſe 
„Service, which was at Martin- maſt was three 
„ Years, and that he called for a Chopin of Ale, 
* and half a Gill of Brandy, which ſhe brought, 
K and removed out of the Room, leaving only 
6 him and her Miſtreſs Sitting in ĩt; and a little 
* ' after, her Miſtreſs came down, and left him; 

9 


and that Night he defir'd her to bring up 


Brandy, and deſir'd her to take a Chair and 
. . {it down beſide him, which ſhe refuſed to do, 
and went down Stairs; and, a very little af- 
10d * ter, che knocked, and ſhe came up Stairs, and 


© ſently down, and refuſed to go up again, tho? 


Mr. Dugyd broke a Tobacco- Pipe, and threw - 


$4.4 
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another Chapin of Ale, and half a Gill of 


Ar. found him in Bed, and he deſir d heg to bring 


10 the Candle to the Bed - Side, which when ſhe 
dl, did, he took her by the Hand, and deſired 
25 cher to ſit. down on the Bed-Side, which ſhe 


* 


Mo 4 
refuſed and drew her Hand out of his. Then 
he deſir d her to give him a Book out of his 
Pocket, which ſhe alſo: refuſed, but brought 
© the Coat to him, whereupon he endeavour'd to 
take her by the Hand again, but ſhs got away; 
and further, that he knocked very loud again, 
© and her Miſtreſs deſired her to go up, but ſhe 
© refuſed, becauſe ſhe was terrified with his 
Carriage, and ſaid, She had been Seven: Tears 
and a half in her Service, and never ſaw ſuch 
* Company, - Whereupon, her Miſtreſs ſaid, Sh: 
* would not defire ber to go up. As to the Third 
Article; The Synod finds, by Fob: Dury of . © 
© Grange his Depoſition, That Mr. Campbell, Mi. . 
© miſter at Veem, and Mr. Dugud, were in his { 
© Houſe" with Chriſtian Bailie, at the Time Li- I 
© belled, and that there was ſome Debate be-. 
* twixt-Mr. Campbell and Mr. Dugud that Night, .! 
tho he minded not the State of the Queſtion, .! 
he going in and out from them; aud that he J 
* heard Mr. Dugud. ſay, He knew no Money th: 
Devil had. And that Chriſtian Bailie depones, 
That at the ſame Time and Place, ſhe heard 
Mr. Dugud, in Company with Mr. Camptel, 
* ſay, He would take Money from the Devil, aul 
that be would command the Devil; and ſpoke, W © 
© as ſhe thought, like a Diſtracted Man. And . U 
+ that Mr. Archibald Campbell depones, That be- 8 
ing in Granges Houſe, in Company with . 4 
* Chriftian Bailie, and others, Mr. Dngud bad I te 
* that Expreſſion, He would take Money from the V 
* Devil; and endeavour'd to maintain the Law- I “ 
< fulneſs of ſo doing, in a Debate betwixt Mr. be 
Campbell and him; whereupon Chriſtian Duj, 1 9 

„ 1 Daughter 
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| 264, 
Y © Davghter to the Laird of Grange beg'd Mr. Du- 

* gud to hold his Peace. As to the Fourth Article 
of the ſaid Libel, The Synod finds, That Mr. 
* Dugud was Licentiate by the Preſbytery of Kirk- 

* caldy, on the 27th of Juh, 1710, by their Re- 

* cords read before them. They alſo find by the 
Pepoſitions of the Laird of Naughton, Mr, Adair, 

& Alegander Norry, Henry Mitchel, and James Kinſ- 
nan, That the Highland Hunting was not till a- 
* bout the beginning of Harveſt, and towards the 

* end of Auguſt that Year. They farther find, 
That Mr. David Petcairn and Mr. Henry Dall 

* depone, That Mr. Dugud aſſerted before the 
* Aſſembly's Committee of Bills, the Time and Place 

* ſpecified in the Libel, That his being at the 
Hghland Eunting, or at Dunkeld, was prior to 
» MW his being Licenſed. As to the Second Part of 
+ MW this Article they find, Mr. Dall depones, he | 
I heard, Mr. Dugud ſay before the Synod at Dum- 1 
be Ffermline, The whole Pariſh of Burntiſiand was | 
for him, in that Competition of Calls betwixt | 
„ Mr. Erfein and him, except Seven or Eight Per- | 
d fons; and that, notwithſtanding, when theſe 
als were returned to the Prefbytery, he knew 
there were Fifteen for each. Mr. John 4fleck 
re, MW depones, Mr. Dugud ſaid before the Synod, all | 
nd who had Right to Call were for him except 
be- Seven or Eight Perſons, and that the ſaid Mr. | 
ih 4fſeck contradicted him in the mean time, 
al telling him there were Fifteen on each Side; 
the Which the ſaid Mr. eck knew, having Mode- þ 
zw- rated in the Call. And Mr. John Dryſdail de- 
Mr. pones, ad idem. As to the Fifth Article, The 
wy, Hod finds, that James Brymar depones, That 
hter E dunner 
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refuſed and drew her Hand out of his. Then 
he deſir d her to give him a Book out of his 
Pocket, which ſhe alſo: refuſed, but brought 
© the Coat to him, whereupon he endeavour'd to 
take her by the Hand again, but ſhe got away; 
and further, that he knocked very loud again, 
© and her Miſtreſs deſired her to 50 up, but ſhe 
© refuſed, becauſe ſhe was terrified with bis 
© Carriage, and ſaid, She had been Seven Tears 
and a half in ber Service, and never ſaw ſuch 
Company. Whereupon, her Miſtrefs ſaid, Sh: 
* would not deſire her to go up. As to the Thin 
Article; The Synod finds, by Jobn Dury of 
* Grange his Depoſition, That Mr. Campbell, Mi. 
* miſter at Neem, and Mr. Dugud, were in his 
© Houſe with Chriftian Bailie, at the Time Li. 
© belled, and that there was ſome Debate be- of 
© twixt-Mr. Campbell and Mr. Dugud that Night, . 
tho he minded not the State of the Queſtion, MY! 
© he going in and out from them; aud that he 
heard Mr. Dugud. ſay, He knew no Money tht 
Devil had. And that Chriſtian Bailie depones, 
That at the ſame Time and Place, ſhe heard | 
Mr. Dugud, in Company with Mr. Campb!, 
* ſay, He would take Money from the Devil, and 
© that be would command the Devil; and ſpoke, . 
© as ſhe thought, like a Diſtracted Man. And . 
that Mr. Archibald Campbell depones, That be: 8 
ing in Grange's Houſe, in Company with . 
© Chriftian Bailie, and others, Mr. Dugud had II t: 
that Egpreſſion, He would take Money from tht N 
Devil, and endeavour'd to maintain the Law- I“ 
* fulneſs of ſo doing, in a Debate betwixt Mr. I b. 
Campbell and him; whereupon Cbriſtian Dun, N 9 
„ | Daughter 
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VN © Danghter to the Laird of Grange beg'd Mr. Du- 
* gud to hold his Peace. As to the Fourth Article 
of the ſaid Libel, The Synod finds, That Mr. 
* Dugud was Licentiate by the Preſbytery of Kirk- 
* caldy, on the 27th of Juh, 1710, by their Re- 
© cords read before them. They alſo find by the 
{ Depoſitions of the Laird of Naughton, Mr. Adair, 
6 Alegander Norry, Henry Mitchel, and James Kinſ- 
nan, That the Highland Hunting was not till a- 
bout the beginning of Harveſt, and towards the 
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; * end of Auguſt that Year. They farther find, 
That Mr. David Petcairn and Mr. Henry Dall 
J depone, That Mr. Dugud aſſerted before the 
„ 4ſembly's Committee of Bills, the Time and Place 


iz ſpecified in the Libel, That his being at the 
„ Egbland Eumting, or at Dunkeld, was prior to 
e. bis being Licenſed. As to the Second Part of | 
. this Article they find, Mr. Dall depones, he 
fl, heard, Mr. Dugud ſay before the Synod at Dum- 
he fermline, The whole Pariſh of Burntiſland was 
e for him, in that Competition of Calls betwixt 
„ Mr. Erſtin and him, except Seven or Eight Per- | 
rd MI fons; and that, notwithſtanding, when theſe 
Calls were returned to the Prefbytery, he knew | 
ud there were Fifteen for each. Mr. Jobn 4fleck 
ke, depones, Mr. Dugnd ſaid before the Synod, all j | 
nd who. had Right to Call were for him except 
be- Seven or Eight Perſons, and that the ſaid Mr. 
ih 4fleck contradicted him in the mean time, 4 
gad telling him there were Fifteen on each Side: | 
the Which the ſaid Mr. fleck knew, having Mode- 4} 
a- rated in the Call, And Mr. John Dryſdail de-. 
Mr. pones, ad idem. As to the Fifth Article, The ! 
wy, |. Hod finds, that James Brymar depones, That 
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© William Adam having ſaid, It is Time for us al 
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Summer two Years by-gone, he heard Mr. Da- 
* gud, when his Bowl either ſtruck Mr. Dugud's 


Bowl, or the Jack, Swore either by God or the 


Devil; but he cannot be poſitive which of the 
* two Words he uſed. And that Captain Fefery 
© depones, he heard Mr. Brymar, at the fame 
Time ſay, in the Bowling-Green, after the ſaid 


Captain Jeffery had play d up his Bow], which 
I ſtruck upon ſome of the Reſt, what are you 


{ 
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* Swearing? Upon which the Captain aſked, l © 
* whois that Swearing? And that the ſaid ame 
* Brymar anſwered, it is the Miniſter; and that 
© the words were by God it zs my Bowl: And the 
© ſaid Captain remembers of no other Minifter, ot 
$ Probationer on the Green, at that Time, except 
© the ſaid Mr. Digud. As to the Sixth Avticl, ; 
£ 
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The Synod finds, that Villiam Adam depone, 


© That being in Company with Mr. Dugud, Glaſ 
mont, and young Pit kenn, in George Londie' 
* Houſe in Lucktowr, they continued together ti 
©. about Nine of the Clock that Night, and the fa! 


© to go Home, and particularly for you Mr. Dugyul. 
Mr. Dugud anſwer d to this Purpoſe, Sutors ail 
Taylors counted Hours, but he inclined to be 
* merry with the Company. The Synod furthe 
* finds, by Inſpecting the Depoſitions, (1m, 
© That Baile Thallan depones, That he hat 
* ſeen Mr. Dugud ſeveral Times Drunk, and pat 
* ticularly one Time at Edinburgh, that Night 
© Grange, Dury, and Bailie Anderſon-came over ic 
© intimate Mr. Dugud's Preſentation to the Preſ 
* tery of Kirkcaldy. Mr. Dugud having been wit 
© the ſaid Bazlie Thallan, in the Houſe of 7 


(6%) 


| © Filſon Baxter in Edinbgb, till Eleven or 


© Twelve a-Clock at Night, Mr. Dugud kiſſed 
© him ſeveral Times, and the ſaid Bailie Thallan 
© thruſt him from him, ſaying, I am aſhamed of 
© you, Man. (24do,) That Chriftian Bailie depones, 
That upon a Sabbath-Night, in the Laird of 
© Grange his Houſe, after that Sabbath where- 
* upon Mr. Dugud had debated with Mr. Camp- 
© bell, That it was Lawful to take Money from 
© the Devil, while the ſaid Chriſtian was lying in 
© Bed with one of Grange's Daughters, in the 


© Room above where Mr. Dugud lay, he over- | 


© hearing them ſpeak, called up, What are you 
ſaying, to which Chriſtian Bailie ſaid, We are 
Speaking about the Subject of your Lecture, 


and what yon ſaid concerning Purgatory, upon 


which ſhe diſtinctly heard Mr. Dugud cry out, 
and fay, Good Sooth, I'll ſay as a Lady ſaid, 
Hell and Purgatory are both a Feſt, and God 
pas never ſo unjuſt as to make a Hell after this 

© Life, for they that ſuffer in this Life ſuffer 

Hell enough. (23tio.) Alexander Veitch de- 
© pones, That upon one of the Days when the 
* Synod ſat laſt at Dumfermlin, he being in Com- 
* pany with Mr. Dzgud, and others, after ſeveral 
* Teſts had paſled, one ſaid, I fancy the Reve- 


rend Club will not be ſo hearty as we. To 


* which Mr. Dugud anſwer'd, No, they have not 


the Souls to be ſo hearty. By all which, it's 


* unqueſtionably evident, that he was guilty of 
* groſs Drunkenneſs the 22d of March, 1710, be- 
ing the Night on which he enter'd upon Trials: 
And alſo that he was Drunk on Sabbath, 24th 
ef May laſt, at Pitteuchar, and Paddockball, after 

„ 5 he 
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drawn by Mr. Thomas Ruſſel; and in Saying 


© Perſons. As alſo that he ſaid in Grange Du) 


_ © Likewiſe the Synod finds, he js guilty of a high 


© Judicatory, but alſo after the General Aſſem- 


and their Sentence was intimate by all the 


(68 ) 


he had Preached in Burntiſland that Day, and 


that he had a moſt ſcandalous and unſeemly 
© Carriage towards Anna Fair holm, Servitrix to 


Mrs. Maſon at Leith, in preſſing her to fit down 


© upon his Bed-Side. As alſo that he was groſſy 
« guilty. of Lying and Prevaricating, in the Bill 


© before the Aſſembly's Committee of Bills, that 
© the Highland Hunting, on Occaſion whereof 
© he was at Blair of Athol and Dunkeld, was 
© prior to his being Licenſed by the Preſbytery of 
, Kr kealdy; and in Saying before the Synod at 
* Dumfermlin, all the Paroch of Burntiſland were 
© for him in the Competition of Calls betwixt 
* him and Mr. Erſezme, except Seven or Eight 


© his Houſe on a Sabbath-Day, He would take 
Money from the Devil; and that he endea- 
< vour'd to defend the Lawfulneſs of ſo doing, 


Degree of Contumacy to the Judicatories of 
© this Church, in Preaching at Burntiſland, not 
* only without the Appointment of any Church 


© bly had declar'd his Licenſe Void and Null, 


© Miniſters of the Preſbytery of Kzrkcaldy from 
* their reſpective Pulpits; yea, and after the 
* firſt Committee aforeſaid had Libelled him 
upon this very Account. And that he did, 
* with great Inſolence and Injuſtice, appeal from 


the higheſt Judicatories of this Church to Queen 


and Parliament, in a matter purely ZEcclefiafick; 
* and Adhering to this, hath given in his De- 
8 | * clinators 
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* clinators to the foreſaid Committee of this Sy- 
nod and the Preſbytery of 'Edinburgh, to ſtop 


* their Proceeding to take Trial of his Scandals, | 


* whereupon he was Libelled, notwithſtanding 
* of his Receiving the Libels, and Promiſing to 
give in his Anſwers thereto. All which Con- 
* tumacy ſtands moſt deeply aggravated, in that 
after the moſt ſolemn manner, he engag'd him- 
* ſelf by Promiſe and Subſcription, at his being 
Licenſed as above: Moreover the Synod does 
* alſo judge there are many ſtrong Preſumptions, 
* if not Probations, of ſome other Articles above 
* mention'd by the foreſaid Depoſitions; yea, all 
' of them are the more conſiderable in that they 
' ſpeak a Tract and continual Courſe in thoſe 
* Scandals and horrid Practices as are above- 
marked, clearly proven and aggravated, by his 
* once bearing the Character of a Preacher of the 
* Goſpel. Whereupon the Synod did, and here- 
by do unanimouſly declare, That they judge 
the ſaid Mr. Villiam Dugud worthy of the dread- 
* ful Sentence of the higher Excommunication : 
But to ſhew their Tenderneſs to him, and their 
* earneſt Deſire to reclaim him, if poſſible, they 
* think fit to defer the Paſſing of the ſaid Sen- 
* tence to the next Synod, which is to meet at 
St. Andrews, on the firſt Tueſday of April next: 
* That they may paſs the ſame in what method 
they judge beſt. In the mean Time, they ap- 
point this their Act to be publickly intimated 
from all the Pulpits within the Preſbytery of 


en © Kirkcaldy on Sabbath firſt, and from all the 
other Pulpits within the Bounds of the ſaid 
"Y: Synod, on Sabbath come a Fourteen Days? 


being 


(70) 3 
« being the Twenty Firſt Inſtant. - And that ſolemn Warn- 
ing be then given; That the Church requires the ſaid 

Mr. William Dugud to Repent, and Submit himſelf with 
© Certification as above Extracted by, Sic Subſcribitur, 


George Gellespie Clerk, 5 


"Wb. a: aa enlarge in making Remarks upon this 


Mans Cafe, we leave it to any who have any Regard to 
the Glory of the ever Bleſſed Fehovah, Father Son and 


E Holy Ghoft, the Honour of Religion, the Credit and Suc- 


ceſs of the Goſpel, the Good of Souls, and the Advance- 
ment of the Kingdom of Chriſt among Men; to judge 
whether the Fudicatories of the Church of Scotland be at 
all Culpable, for refuſing to commit the Care of Souls to 
uch a Man as Mr. Dugud: And whether thoſe who ſup- 


port him have that Zeal for thoſe great Ends of Religion 


they ought to have. It is moft certain, a Lewd and Pro- 
fligate Miniſtry, as it is one of the greateſt Plagues of a 
Church, ſo it is what the Church of Scotland is moſt a- 
prehenſive of, and Zzalouſly Intent to Guard againſt, as far 
as poffible. It is to the Corrupt Principles and Profligate 
Lives and Practices of Churchmen, that we owe (in a great 
Meaſure) the great Decay of Religion in this Iſland, and 
elſe where. It's to a Prophane, Irreligious, and Scandalous 
Clergy, that we owe molt of, theſe Grie vous Offences, that 
have brought a Woe upon the World, Mar. 18. 7. When Mer 
that miniſter in ſacred things, and ſhould be exemplary to the 
| Fiery, Truth, Holineſs, and Sobriety, and all manner of Con- 
verfation ; when ſuch turn lewd, looſe, and liceneious; com- 
mit the greateſt Irregularity, and make noConſcience of what 
they Say, Promiſe or Swear: Its no wonder if weak Chi 

ſtians Stumble, and ſuch as are Wicked be Hardned 1: 

their ungodly Courſes, and Encourage many to follow the! 

Pernicious Ways to their own Deſtruion. It's jut 
every way, that the Woe Denounced, Luke, 17. I, 2. Shoul 
fall upon ſuch, ſince they, above all other, have made tht 
way of Truth to be evil ſpoken of: And opened the Mouth 
of the Enemies of the Lord to Blaſpheme, ſuch as tn 
Atheifts, Libertines, Deifts, and Infidels, who deny Chriſt | 
anity, and all its Miſteries, and all revealed Religion: It | 
plain, from what is above related, Fit, That how Sollici 


 tuus foever Mr. Dugud pretended to be, that his Characte 
| | . 


o 
might not be prejudged; he was Conſcious to himſelf of be- 

| ing Guilty of thoſe groſs things which were alledg'd againſt | 
1 | him: And fully Senſible that a Judicial Inquiry into them, _. 
„ would be ſo far from clearing him of thoſe Immoralities, -- 
' | wherewith he was Charg'd by Flagrant Report, that it 
would fix them upon him by a Legal Probation... And that 
he had nothing of Weight, to object againſt the Witneſſes 

produced againſt him. For Firfi, when two Libels were 
8 given him by the Committee, he inſiſted to have a Subſerib- 
ing Accuſer, Secondly, He laboured to Shift an orderly 


a Judicial Tryall, pretending it was Res Had enus Fudicata; 
oe though there had been no Judicial Tryal of the Scandal 
* laid to his Charge, either by the General Aſenbiy, or an 
ro other Judicatories of this Church. The Nreshytery of 


| Kirkcaldy had reſted in an overly Extrajudicial Inquiry, 
F I contrary to the Eſtabliſh'd Oider of this Church, and gave 
bim a Teſtimonial, for which they were Cenſured as they 
ea fl £11 delerv'd. But there were other Scandals alledged 
zapainſt him, which the Aſſembly had not heard off, whem - 
tar fey made that Reference about him he ſo much ſpeaks of. 
ae £71 4ly, When he ſaw the Committee going to lead Wit» 
"ea "*!les, and there was no avoiding a Legall Tryal, he de- 
and elined the Committee and Synod both. Fourtbly, Whenthe _ 
Witneſſes were cited before the Committee, he did not 
that deſire Liberty to be preſent when they Deponed, or to pro- 
Men bone Objections againſt them, and when the Presbytery - 
the of Edinburgh hearing he was in Town, cited him 
A before them, .and ſent him a Liſt of the Witneſſes that 
m- be might hear them Depone, and that he might offer his 
hat Objections againſt them if he had any; Mr. Dugud ſent 
ki . Declinature to the Presbyrery, 10 which he told them, 
* That as he had declined the Synod of Fife and Her Com- 
.Y mittee, fo he declined the Presbyrery of Edinburgh, and 


* proteſted that they could not take any De poſitions of Wit 
IT neſſes againſt him ; by which it is clear, he had no Expec- 
e th tation of purging of the Scandals lay'd to his Charge. And 
ourh tho' ſome may Support him in his Inſolence, contrary 'to 


the Precepts of the Goſpel, and the Rules of any Conſtitu- 
ted Church among Proteſtants, yet ſeeing the Mask off, 
and he appears in his own Colours, we are Hopefull no 
Sober People will own him, nor any that have a Love to 

J the Goſpel of Chriſt, We are ſure no Party can have 
ao A ones any 


Wiretch 
a Gentle woman Depones. ſhe heard him ſay, Diſtinctly, on 
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ay Credit by ſupporting ſuch (who ſeems 40 hape abun». 
' don'dall Virtue) in their Inſolence aud Diſorders. Secondly, 
We have Reaſon to Suſpect him a Tool of the Jacobites, tor 


it's deponed, that when our Queen was at War with France, 
he Drunk a Health ro the Duke of Berry, and a French 
General, and one he called the beſt Blood in Europe ; and 


this perhaps is the Reaſon which lead ſome People to be ſa 


Fond of him. 3d!y, We would not be thought uncharitable, 


but there is too good Ground to ſulpect him Corrupted 


with Libertine Principles, and the Leaven of theſe 
Infidels who deny all Revealed Religion, ſeeing 


a Sabbath Night after he had Preached, That Hell was 4 


Jeſt, and that God was never ſo unjuſt as to make a Hell 
after this Life. Whatever Incouragement therefore this 


an may procure from ſome, who omit no Opportunity 


of giving Trouble to the Church of Scotland, (which has 
as good Right to a Protection, and the Maintenance of 
Her Right and Priviledges, ae any National Church on 


Earth: If any Regard be had to the Faith of Nations, and 


the Faith of ſolemn Treaties) yet it is Hoped he ſhall have 


no Countenance from Her Majeity, or from the Parliament. 


